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Major Achievements in 2013

SDPI, as a premier think tank, has been working on issues of  sustainable development 
since its inception in 1992. The work at the institute is inclusive of  all the three dimensions 
of  sustainable development, such as economy, social development, and environment. 

The priority areas in research at SDPI are based on the national context, regional interest and 
global relevance. The efforts continued during the year 2013 are in the realm of  policy and 
action research, evidence based policy outreach and advocacy, and capacity building whereby 
SDPI expanded its thematic areas of  work. A summary of  SDPI's major achievements in the 
year 2013 is stated below.

?For the first time in the history of  Pakistan, SDPI in collaboration with Alif  Ailan has 
pioneered in issuing education quality and facility index of  145 districts of  Pakistan. 

?Launch of  a book on Peace in Balochistan authored by Pride of  Performance award 
holder, Ahmad Salim. The event was chaired by Akhtar Mengal, the former chief  
minister of  Balochistan. The book is an archive of  Balochistan history since 1947.

?SDPI pioneered in conducting Periodic Political Barometer surveys in 52 districts of  
Pakistan in the run up to General Election 2013. The study was in collaboration with 
HBS, AWAAZ and Harald Tribune. The findings of  the survey were launched on the 
mainstream media channels.

?SDPI highlighted the untapped potential of  bilateral trade between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. In this regard, a multi-stakeholder consultation was held and findings of  the 
consultation were shared with the Ministry of  Commerce (MoC) before the visit of  
Afghan President Hamid Karzai. Afghan Commercial Councilor participated on 
nomination by Afghan Ambassador. Pakistan Afghanistan joint chamber of  commerce 
and other agencies participated in the event.   

?After its revival in 2011, Urdu Unit at SDPI is now also engaged in translation of  books 
published by researchers at SDPI. It is also undertaking translation work from other 
organizations and individuals.  This year Common Wealth contacted SDPI to translate 
its book on Peace and Democratic Society. 

? Established Women Council for Parliamentarians in order to assist parliamentarians on 
issues of  sustainable development thus linking research and evidence to policy-making.

?SDPI launched series of  trainings on peace and conflict for mainstream electronic media 
anchors, youth and community leaders.

rd
?Pakistan was represented by SDPI in the main plenary meetings of  ISO/ PC 248, 3  

Plenary of  (ISO/WD 13065, Bio-energy Sustainability Criteria) held in Chicago, USA. 

?SDPI is hosting the SANSAR-Pakistan Secretariat. SANSAR aims at spreading awareness 
among general public about Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). National chapters 
of  SANSAR have been set up in all founding countries of  South Asia (Founding 
members include: SDPI from Pakistan, Prakruthi from India, CSR Center from 

Research Areas

Capacity Building

Serving Policy Reforms: Bridging Research Policy Gap
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Bangladesh and the Center for Afghan Civil Society Support from Afghanistan). The 
main members include CSOs, academia and Foundation of  Corporate Social 
Responsibility, which actively work with links in commodity or industry value chains. 

?Prime Minster of  Pakistan approved a high level advisory committee for National Planning 
Commission. Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI has been asked to serve on the 
committee. 

?GoP nominated Executive Director, SDPI to serve on National Advisory Committee of  
Pakistan Strategic Support Programme (USAID supported programme Afghanistan to 
poverty reduction and sustainable livelihoods)

?SDPI has been elected chair on the permanent seat of  CSO board member’s in the 10th 
policy board meeting of  UN-REDD programme policy board, at Lombok, Indonesia.

?SDPI has expanded its collaboration with national universities. Besides, this year SDPI 
furthered in signing MoU with University of  Peshawar (UoP).

?Eight mainstream political parties, including PPP, PML-N, PML-F, PML-Q, ANP, PTI, 
MQM, BNP, JUI and JI presented their manifestos in the SDPI Menifesto Seminar 
Series in the run up to the General Election 2013

?SDPI organized Local Government legislation campaign at federal level followed by 
provincial level events.

?Advocacy campaign on mercury hazards in dental and teaching hospitals across Pakistan 

?World leaders at IUCN’s “Global Conservation Congress (GCC) 2012”, have adopted SDPI 
Motion and called upon government representatives of  intergovernmental negotiating 
committee (INC) to support a legally binding treaty on Mercury with an objective to protect 
human health and the environment from hazardous and toxic mercury.

?SDPI was partner in advocating for Pakistan and India business council, which was formed 
later in the year at government level.

?EPA and court issued notice and halted the illegal construction on Korang Nullah (Drain) in 
Islamabad based on SDPI's campaign in connection with environment protection.  

?The beneficiaries of  an action research project, Pakistan Peace Initiative (PPI),  carried out 
in 25 districts of  Pakistan, were assisted by SDPI in holding peace dialogues to resolve 
real time conflicts prevalent in their areas. 

?Mainstream media kept on consulting experts from SDPI to present their analysis on 
topics like Federal Budget, general elections, war on terrorism, and energy crises etc. 

?Abu Dhabi dialogue process on Post 2014 Reconstruction in Afghanistan was hosted by 
SDPI in Pakistan. The event had ministerial representation from Central Asia, UN 
agency heads, and from the US. 

?Youth interaction between India and Pakistan through webinar on rural to urban transition 
was one of  the unique platforms created by SDPI. The forum was helpful for regional 
synergy building.

?SDPI high level delegation to different regional and international forum (such as 6th South 
Asia Summit, Road to Bali etc.) comprised academia, government official, and political 
leaders. 

?

Campaigns and Dialogues

Regional and Global issues
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Partner :  HBS & Monthly Herald 
Duration: June 2013 to December 2013
Locale:  Islamabad, Karachi Lahore, 
Peshawar & Quetta
Status:  Closed

Political Barometer

Objectives

Findings

Political Barometer Phase – I 

The advent of  political opinion surveys may well be an 
indicator of  electoral democracy's evolution and 
maturity in Pakistan. In the run up to general elections 

2013 in Pakistan, an attempt was made in December 2012 to 
understand the factors, which affect the voting decision of  
people. Respondents were divided along the fault-line of  
religion, sect, ethnicity, ideology, party affiliation and 
geographical location across 54 districts. They were probed to 

assess their policy preferences on issues such as economic empowerment, religious freedom, 
access to information, health, education, drone attacks, trade with India, defense etc.

About 1100 respondents were interviewed in 54 districts of  Pakistan.

To gauge perceptions on politics and opinion of  people on socio-political issues

To predict the election outcomes 

To study people's voting behaviours

Survey identified an alarming trend, which was related on the radicalization of  society, 
as 53% respondents wanted the government to promote hijab, 30% considered honor 
killing acceptable and justified, 26% wanted to ban women working along men, and 
19% wanted a ban on women contesting elections and taking part in sports.

Some 42% respondents believed that interprovincial relations in Pakistan were 
disharmonious and there was almost an equal demand for the creation of  new 
provinces. From an ethnic perspective, 55% of  Sindhis favored PPP, 34% of  Pakhtuns 
favored PTI, 43% of  Punjab supported PML-N whereas 47% of  Baloch favored BNP-
Mengal.

Survey findings indicate that PTI derives support from all ages, dispelling the notion 
that the PTI's vote bank is concentrated in youth. PML-N vote bank appeared to have 
remained stable while the PPP's seemed to have declined significantly, whose voters 
appeared to have shifted towards PTI

Majority of  the respondents were divided on major policy issues. In December 2012, at 
least 29% respondents expressed their intention to vote for Pakistan People's Party 
(PPP), 24.7% pledged support for Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), and 
20.3% showed a preference for Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)

The findings were carried by Herald Magazine that brought a special issue on SDPI's 
Survey findings in February 2013

Focal Persons: Dr Abid Suleri & Shakeel Ramay

?

?

?

?

?

?
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Source: Monthly Herald, February 2013

Source: Monthly Herald, February 2013

SDTV Election Cell 2013 transmission
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Partner: HBS & Monthly Herald
Duration: March 2013 to May 2013
Locale:  Select districts of KP, Balochistan, 
Sindh, Punjab
Status: Closed
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A Study of Public Opinion — Voters Preferences and Political Parties' 
Popularity across Pakistan

After the successful completion of  the first study on political 
barometer, a second study was carried out, two weeks prior to 
the election 2013. The second phase looked at the rise and fall 
in popularity of  political parties across the four provinces of  
Pakistan. The study compared voter preferences and the 
popularity of  political parties in 2008 and 2013. The analysis 
took into account provincial, regional, rural, urban, gender, 
and age specific preferences. Based on the respondents voting 

choices in 2013 variations in the popularity of  political parties were examined. The study also 
examined as to how these variations had affected the political landscape since 2008. A significant 
change in the country's political landscape clearly emerged from the analysis.

The respondents included 56% from Punjab, 23% from Sindh, 5% from Balochistan, and 
16% from KP. Registered voters in each province were divided into rural and urban populations, 
i.e. to 67% and 33% respectively. A questionnaire was designed to gauge the perceptions and 
preferences of  voters of  different age groups across the four provinces.

To make a comparative analysis of  peoples voting perceptions with respect to region, 
locality (urban and rural), gender (male and female),and age

To determine the rise and fall in political parties popularity in the 2013 General 
Elections

In the 2008 elections, 45.1% respondents voted for PPP, 29.2% for PML-N, 7.7% for 
PML-Q, 3.1% for ANP, 4% for JUI-F, and 1.2% for MQM. 

A week before the general election, the support for PPP reduced to 27%. PML-N 
gained 4% in popularity among the respondents, as 33% expressed the intention to vote 
for PML-N in the 2013 general election. PTI, which boycotted the 2008 elections, 
seemed to have created a huge dent in PPP's vote bank, according to the survey. 22% 
respondents indicated that they would vote for PTI in 2013 elections. The inclusive in 
support for PTI and PML-N when compared with the 2008 polls represents a net loss 
for PPP. JI appeared to be another winner, gaining 3% in political preferences votes and 

themerging as the 4  most popular party among the respondents. PML-Q and ANP lost 
5.8% and 2% in popularity among voters respectively as compared to their votes in the 
2008 elections. MQM support seems to be the most stable, having gained 0.6% 
popularity according to our 2013 survey.

The results of  the study on voters preference were in close conjunction with the results 
of  the election 2013 hence underscoring the reliability of  the perception suvey.

Focal Persons: Dr Abid Suleri & Mohsin Ali 

Objectives

Findings

?
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Anti-Corruption Strategy

Objective 

Findings

Recommendations

 
A Civil Society Perspective

For the developing world, corruption has been termed a substantial 
barrier in the way of  prosperity. The endemic use of  public offices 
for personal gains causes a blow to the national kittyleaving little 
budgetary space for the provision of  quality public service delivery. 
Corruption is not only responsible for siphoning off  public money, 
but also for misallocation of  limited resources. The abuse and 
misuse of  public power is so entrenched that the conventional 
accountability mechanisms have failed to control it. In the given 
scenario, it is envisaged that the civil society can play an effective 
role in curbing the menace of  corruption. For this purpose it needs 
to be educated and sensitized on its roles and responsibilities. Also, 
it needs to be equipped with necessary skills and tools for the 
vigilant monitoring of  public expenditure. 

In this regard, SDPI, through wider consultation with all the 
stakeholders, is developing an anti-corruption strategy. The 
strategy shall feed into the creation of  a comprehensive anti-
corruption programme in Pakistan. 

To develop an anti-corruption strategy outlining the 
collective role of  civil society on curbing corruption in 
Pakistan 

It prevailed during the symposium that the political leadership and civil society were on 
the same page vis-à-vis their realization on scale and magnitude of  corruption in 
Pakistan, and the two were ready to work with each other to curb and control it. 

State run anti-corruption agencies in Pakistan are highly politicized and have been 
ineffective in controlling corruption. 

Demand from civil society can both facilitate and pressurize the government to take 
timely and effective measures to put an end to the rife corruption in the country. 

The civil society should be encouraged to play its role in engaging with the government 

?

?

?

?

?

Duration: March 20, 2013
Status:  Closed

Dr Vaqar Ahmed from SDPI 
speaks at the symposium

(L-R) Shehryar Toru, Shafqat Kakakhel, Robert Klitgaard, Syed Kamal Shah, Saqib Sherani 
and Dr Karamat at the symposium
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and other stakeholders to counter corruption. 

Citizens should be consistently sensitized over the state of  corruption in the country; 
and encouraged to play their role to curb it effectively. 

The policy researchers should develop measures and rank the government on the basis 
of  efficiency and quality of  functioning of  state machinery. 

The anti-corruption agenda should be shared and promoted through rigorous 
campaigns on media, including national TV.

Non-governmental organizations should provide technical assistance to the 
government by sharing information collected through field survey and research 
reports. 

Focal Persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed & Fayyaz Yasin

Pakistan is faced with multiple socio-economic and political problems. A populace of  almost 
180 million, regardless of  limited resources at hand is expanding at an alarming rate of  1.80% 
(World Bank, 2012). As a nation, it is today locked in an intricate trap of  crises starting from 
energy to unemployment, gender disparities, economic growth and security issues. Academia 
and experts agree that much of  these issues stem from lack of  evidence use of  policy planning 

?

?

?

?

Evidence Based Policy Making

Women Council for Parliamentarians

Participants at the symposium

Women parliamentarians pose for a group photo with SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Suleri at the 
first meeting of the council
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and weak implementation. In the current situation, SDPI continues to strive for a better future 
for Pakistan by advocating evidence based policy making. For the purpose, experts at SDPI have 
been rigorously involving partners form civil society, academia, media and government to 
identify lacunas and give policy inputs based on hard core research. 

thAfter 18  amendment, a number of  federal ministries and functions were devolved to  
provinces while some functions have been assigned to federal ministries, yet the challenge of  
transition of  policy processes from federal government to provinces is huge for the political 
governments in center and provinces. In Pakistan, policy makers such as parliamentarians lack 
research support for formulating evidence based policy making. There is a dearth in research 
evidence available on issues of  national concern and sustainable development. 

In Oct 2013, SDPI initiated a women parliamentary council. SDPI believes that women 
policy makers are not only the voice general public but also a guarantee to gender responsive 
policy making. SDPI will engage in sharing its research work with parliamentarians to help them 
formulate informed policies and draft legislation/bill. SDPI will also provide support on the 
issues of  sustainable development. 

Focal Persons: Dr Abid Suleri & Mome Saleem 

A paper titled “Towards a Stronger, Dynamic and inclusive South 
thAsia” was contributed by SDPI at the 6  South Asia Economic 

Summit held in Colombo, Sri Lanka from September 2 to 4, 2013. 
The panel on Managing Intra-Country Growth Disparities in 
South Asia discussed prospects of  inclusive South Asia. The paper 
is available at http://www.slideshare.net/vahmed/managing-
intracountry-growth-diparities-in-southasia.

thSDPI co-organized 6  South Asia Economic Summit with 
Institute of  Policy Studies (IPS), SriLanka, along with other partners including Centre for Policy 

th6  South Asia Economic Summit

Towards a Stronger, Dynamic and Inclusive South Asia 

Parliamentarians from mainstream political parties sit around the table to discuss 
evidence based policy making
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Partner: IPS (Sri Lanka), CPD (Bangladesh), 
SWATEE (Nepal) & RIS (India)
Duration: September 2013
Locale:  Colombo, Sri Lanka
Status: Closed
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Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh, South Asia Watch on Trade, Environment and Economics, 
Nepal, and Research for Information Systems for Developing Countries (RIS), India. 

SDPI took a high level delegation to Sri Lanka to attend a summit; the participants included 
Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms Professor Ahsan Iqbal, Former 
Deputy Chairman of  Planning Commission of  Pakistan Dr. Nadeemul Haque, PML-N MNA 
Daniyal Aziz, Dean of  NUST Business School Dr. Ashfaque Hassan Khan, Shafqat Munir from 
Oxfam (Pakistan), Dr. Abdul Saboor from Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, Dr Abid 
Qayyum Suleri & Dr. Vaqar Ahmed from SDPI. 

Research institutions in Pakistan are engaged in policy research 
related economy, nutrition health, social, policy, governance, 
peace and conflict, evaluation, education etc. the study aims to 
map these research institutions in order to provide a broader 
overview of  these institutions engaged in policy research , their 

thematic priorities, geographic concentration as well as sources of  funding available to them. 

The study highlights linkages between research and policy-making, social science base, 
practices in commissioning of  policy research, and a wide range of  barriers being faced by those 
who are conducting policy research. It evaluates critically the role of  international donors in the 
overall landscape of  policy research. The study finds opportunities offered by the changing 
institutional context of  strengthening research institutions and the uptake of  research into 
policies and practices.

To analyze the political economy of  policy relevant research in Pakistan

To find possibilities and constraints in the way of  commissioning, undertaking and 
uptake of  research

Focal Person: Arif  Naveed

Policy Relevant Research

Objectives

Landscaping Policy Relevant Research in Pakistan and 
Understanding its Political Economy Dynamics

?

?

6th South Asia Economic Summit 2013, Colombo, Sri Lanka
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Status: Ongoing
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Partners: DFID through DAI
Duration: 2012 to 2017
Locale: 45 districts in the 
Punjab and KP
Status: Ongoing

AAWAZ 

Objective

Voice and Accountability Programme

AAWAZ is a five-year voice and accountability 
programme, which seeks to strengthen democratic 
processes in Pakistan to make them more open, inclusive 

and accountable to citizens. 

AAWAZ aims to achieve this by reducing violence against 
women, and increasing the safe participation of  women and other 
excluded groups in politics and governance structures and 
government. AAWAZ aims to enhance tolerance of  diversity and 
strengthen the capacity of  communities to resolve disputes 
peacefully without resorting to violence, and work constructively 
together to solve local problems and improve service delivery.

This is done through a mechanism of  citizen's forums 
created at village, union council, tehsil and district levels in 45 
districts of  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Punjab. These forums 
consist of  local citizens who volunteer their efforts and time to 
help local communities engage with the political process, and the 
state in a more informed and rational way.

?To help create a safer, stable and more inclusive 
democracy in Pakistan, through citizens’ mobilization 
leading to greater accountability of  elected officials and 
public sector institutions.

SDPI's role within this programme is to provide research, 
knowledge generation on AAWAZ relevant themes, capacity 

SDPI team member at a Village Forum meeting in Muzaffargarh
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survey in Abbottabad
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SDPI team member attends Village Forum meeting held at a church in Bahawalpur

A
AW

A
Z

building of  local partners in evidence generation, policy analysis and advocacy. It is also engaged  
in monitoring and evaluation of  the programme activities.

Moreover, SDPI is managing grants to local organizations for producing research and 
policy recommendations on programmatic themes. It also presents synthesis of  research 
findings and recommendations into policy briefs.

?Advocating for women and minority-friendly legislation and policy

?Conducting training workshops for organizations in the development and civil society 
sectors on M&E, research skills, etc.

Focal Persons: Dr Abid Suleri, Dr Vaqar Ahmed & Asif  Memon

Advocacy

Capacity Building

?Collaborating with consortium partners to develop communications and advocacy 
strategies

An SDPI staffer interviews a respondent in connection with Aawaz baseline, in Gujranwala

14
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Climate Change

Objectives

Activities

Impact of Climate Change on Mangroves Ecosystem in South Asia

More efforts are needed for a detailed research on 
climate change vulnerabilities to mangroves in South 
Asia.

The study examines different climatic and hydrological factors 
under climate change scenarios, and assess their linkages and 
interactions with mangrove ecosystems. Vulnerability assessment 
for socio-economic variables, indicators and processes, which are 
affecting mangroves ecosystem sustainability in South Asia is being carried out. 

 

?To develop necessary framework for adaptation/recommendations with respect to 
policy and institutional intervention for mangroves' sustainability and development.

?To raise awareness among local and national level policy and decision makers about the 
potential impact of  climate change on mangroves ecosystem

?

?Based on the above analysis and data, two research papers have been produced. At a 
later stage a report comprising findings and policy recommendations from the three 
countries will be drafted.  Results  of  the overall study and policy recommendations will 
be shared with the policy makers and relevant stakeholders at national and regional 
workshops. 

Focal Person: Kashif  Majeed Salik

? Climate change scenarios are being developed in collaboration with the Climatology 
Section of  GCISC using regional climate models. 

? Water flow scenarios are being developed using literature review, expert opinion and 
hydrological and hydrodynamic models. 

?Socio-economic vulnerability and Environmental Impact Assessment is being carried 
out using GIS/RS techniques.

? Institutional analysis and Ecosystem Vulnerability Assessment and Vulnerability 
Assessment of  Mangrove ecosystem due to climate change are also being undertaken.

Partner :  Asia Pacific Network (APN)
Duration: 2012 to 2014
Locale:  Pakistan, Bangladesh & Sri Lanka
Status:  Ongoing 

A view of Mangroves in Keti Bandar
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An SDPI team member conducts socioeconomic survey in Keti Bandar

SDPI Team members conduct socioeconomic survey with fishermen

En
vi

ro
n

m
e

n
ta

l S
u

st
a

in
a

b
il

it
y/

C
li

m
a

te
 C

h
a

n
g

e



ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE

17

Chemicals & Sustainable Industrial Development

Objectives

Activities

Findings

Recommendations

Study of Mercury Levels at Chlor-Alkali & Light Products 
Manufacturing Industrial Sites in Pakistan

A persistent pollutant, mercury is not limited to its source but it travels 
on time thousands of  kilometers away from the source. Mercury is a 
toxic substance of  global concern. It poses risks to environment and 
human health, especially the health of  children. The safe level of  

3mercury in air is 300 ng/m . The study measured and accessed the 
management, disposable and handling of  mercury and mercury wastes 
at the select industrial sites. 

?Assessment of  mercury contamination in and around the select industrial sites

?Development of  baseline data for future research work

?Dissemination and discussion of  collected data and recommendations for mercury 
pollution control with all stakeholders, including policy makers/government officials 
for appropriate policy intervention

?? Publication, information dissemination, awareness raising regarding health impact of  
mercury in the light of  data/findings of  the study 

?Survey and field monitoring at select industries in the Punjab and Khyber Pukhtunkhwa

?Information dissemination, awareness-raising

?Research based publications and policy intervention

?The lighting industry in Pakistan is dominated by imported products and there are only 
a very few manufacturers still operating in the country. Two of  the manufacturing units 
in Peshawar were visited for this study. There is only one mercury based chlor-alkali 
plant in operation in  Punjab province. The survey and monitoring data has shown 
higher level of  mercury levels in air than the USEPA (RfC) limits at most of  the visited 
sites.

?The study indicates the high level of  mercury contamination at the examined industrial 
sites and strongly recommends to follow the best preventive approach ”Waste 
Reduction at Source” and use of  “Best in-house Environmental Practices (BEPs).  
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Partner:  EEB/ZMWG
Duration: March 2013 to 2014
Locale: Lahore and Peshawar
Status: Ongoing

SDPI team examines mercury content at industrial sites in Pakistan
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?Moreover, it also strongly recommends ratification of  the already signed Minamata 
Convention on Mercury (2013) by the Government of  Pakistan at the earliest. 

?Mercury specific legislation for industry, including national emissions/releases 
standards, minimum mercury levels in products, including lighting products be 
introduced.

Focal Persons: Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja & Fareeha Mahmood

Despite a toxic pollutant Mercury is used in dental amalgam fillings 
since it is the most economical option. It has effects on 
environment as well as on the health of  people exposed i.e. medical 
and paramedical staff  and persons with dental amalgam fillings. 
SDPI team  monitored mercury concentration in the air of  dental 
hospitals, teaching hospitals, dental clinics and two industries. Safe 

3level of  mercury in air is 300 ng/m . Key informant interviews were 
conducted to assess the handling, disposal and management of  
mercury filling. It is widely used in the field of  dentistry because it's 
the best filling material. 

?Identification of  “Mercury Hot Spots”, in close proximity to populated areas

?Development of  baseline data regarding mercury indoor levels at dental sites and in air 

?Dissemination and discussion of  collected data with all stakeholders, including policy 
makers and government officials for appropriate policy intervention (including 
signing/ratifying “Minamata Convention on Mercury”) and its implementation in the 
country

?Policy advice/formulation of  recommendations towards control measures for mercury 
releases/minimization of  mercury exposure

?Awareness-raising regarding health impact of  mercury in the light of  data/findings of  
the study

?Survey and field monitoring at select cities in the country

?Information dissemination, awareness raising and local, regional and international 
networking, including poster competition among students from various schools, 
seminars, and newspaper articles

?Research based policy intervention 

Mercury Poisoning Dentistry- Study of Mercury levels of Air & Around 
Dental Sites in Pakistan and Resulting Environment & Health Hazards

Objectives

Activities
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Partner: EEB/ZMWG 
Duration: 2013 
Locale: Select sites of dental colleges, 
teaching hospitals and clinics at Lahore, 
Peshawar, Islamabad, Rawalpindi and 
Abbottabad
Status: Ongoing

SDPI team examines mercury content in dental amalgam filling
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Findings

Objectives

Activities 

?The survey and monitoring data collected from various sites show higher level of  
mercury in air than the US EPA (RfC) limits.

?Among dental sites, mercury contamination of  air was found to be generally in the 
increasing order operative section > corridor > open air (mostly below permissible 
limits) and teaching hospitals/dental colleges > general hospitals > private clinics.

?Lack of  awareness to the mercury handling, mishandling of  the mercury/mercury 
amalgam, mercury containing waste, improper and inadequate ventilation system and 
lack of  awareness regarding health hazards of  mercury are the main reasons for the 
observed elevated levels of  mercury in air at some of  the visited sites. 

Focal Persons: Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja & Maryam Shabbir Abbasi

According to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Diseases 
Registry (ATSDR), mercury was ranked third most toxic 
element in the priority list of  hazardous substances in year 
2011. Mercury, in the form of  mercury amalgam restorative 
filling, is widely utilized in the field of  operative dentistry. 
Mercury/Hg vapors are released during the preparation of  
amalgam filling, which impose toxic effects on human 
health and environment. A study was designed by SDPI to 
gauge the gravity of  the problem with regard to awareness 
and expertise in handling of  mercury among those who are 
regularly involved in use of  mercury.

?To assess the level of  experties regarding mercury/mercury amalgam use in 
operative/restorative dentistry, control of  mercury emission/releases, mercury toxicity, 
occupational health and safety, environmental degradation, mercury waste management, 
best in-house environmental practices, use of  environment-friendly technologies 
(mechanical mixing, encapsulated amalgam, non-mercury based composites)

?To emphasize the need to revise the present curriculum in the light of  the above 
assessment and include the acquired data for better training, knowledge and 
sensitization of  the dental professionals for mercury reduction at source and phasing 
out of  mercury use leading to its elimination in dentistry for the protection of  
environment and public health

?In order to extract the information regarding mercury/ Hg-amalgam use in 
operative/restorative dentistry, background study of  different sets of  curriculum 
provided by Higher Education Commission (HEC), Pakistan Medical & Dental 
Council (PMDC), University of  Health Sciences (UHS) and Fatima Jinnah Dental 
College (FJDC, Karachi) has been carried out.

?Curriculum followed at dental teaching institutions in the neighboring countries, specially 
of  SAARC members states have also been studied for comparison and guidance.    

Review & Evaluation of Curriculum in Dental Teaching Institutions of 
Pakistan in View of Toxic Mercury/Mercury Amalgam Use and  

Exposure Resulting in Risk to Public Health
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Partner: EEB/ZMWG
Duration: August to November, 2013
Locale: Dental teaching institutions at 
Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Peshawar, Abbottabad, Quetta, 
Karachi, Hyderabad, Jamshoro, Mirpur Khas
Status: Ongoing
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?Development of  an outline on the missing issues in the curriculums with reference to 
mercury/mercury amalgam use, phasing out leading to elimination, occupational safety 
and health and alternatives to mercury based restorative fillings

?Meetings with stakeholders, including teaching staff/officials at dental 
colleges/universities/teaching hospitals, officials of  higher education commission 
(HEC), Pakistan medical and Dental Council (PMDC) and Ministry of  health.

?Publications with findings  from the field and policy recommendations

?Advocacy for the need and importance to revise existing curriculum at dental teaching 
institutions through Letters to Editors of  leading daily newspaper in the country, 
meetings with the members of  higher government officials/stakeholders responsible 
for the curriculum revision

?Advocacy for the  implementation of  new curriculum thus developed

?Out of  38 dental institutions, 35 institutions were accessed. It was found that 40% of  
institutions follow the curriculum prescribed by Pakistan Medical and Dental Council, 
20% University of  Health Sciences, 11% Karachi University and 8% Bahria University.

?Bachelors of  Dental Surgery (BDS) curriculum prescribe amalgam restorative filling 
but not specifically mercury amalgam restorative dentistry. Course contents lack any 
relevant information regarding the protective measures in case of  mercury spill, 
technical skills in the handling and storage of  mercury amalgam filling, the 
environmental degradation due to mercury, assuring safe and environmental friendly 
waste management of  mercury and other occupational health and safety issues, best 
environmental practices, methodologies and technologies. 

Focal Persons: Dr Mahmood A Khwaja & Sadaf  Nawaz

Findings

The preliminary findings of  the survey suggest:

SDPI research team at a dental college 
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Chemicals Hot Spots – Promoting Environmentally Sound 
Management of Obsolete Pesticides in Pakistan

Industry in Pakistan is mostly either agro-based or agriculture-
oriented, therefore, consumption of  chemicals is also mainly in the 
agriculture sector. The largest chemical products consumed in the 
country are chemical fertilizers; pesticides too have a widespread 
use.

?Selection of  priority chemically-polluted sites from the already identified 39 sites in KP, 
the Punjab and Sindh, by BSI & SDPI from a recent study.

Following the completion of  an earlier study titled, 
“Assessment and Mapping of  Chemically Polluted Sites in 
Pakistan,” SDPI's project partners held a national workshop to 
review the scope of  toxic and chemicals pollution problems in 
Pakistan. Participants identified pesticides, hexavalent chromium 
and lead as the three largest contamination problems in terms of  
human health risk

It is estimated that a large amount of  obsolete pesticides is unsafely stored throughout 
Pakistan and is located in the provinces of  Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, Sindh and the Punjab. Many 
of  the pesticides are considered highly hazardous pesticides, or pesticides characterized by high 
acute toxicity and potential to cause illness, injury or death to humans and animals from long-
term chronic exposure, as well as damage to the environment. 

High temperature incineration 
neration in cement kilns is considered by international 

experts to be an acceptable alternative, and one that would be readily available in Pakistan, as the 
country has a considerable cement industry.

?T

?

of  obsolete pesticides in line with the obligations under the Stockholm, 
Rotterdam, and Basel Conventions

?To support the development of  a comprehensive action plan to address obsolete 
pesticides at national level and build local and national capacity to address the pesticides 
related problems in a manner that is community driven and environmentally sound

?To minimize hazardous environmental and health impact at the pilot site and 
demonstrate how pesticides can be disposed of  successfully, safely, and cost-effectively 
using local cement kilns

is generally considered  the most acceptable option for the 
disposal of  obsolete pesticides. Inci

o promote the sound disposal and management of  obsolete pesticides.

To build capacity of  the Government of  Pakistan to address environmental and health 
impacts 

Objectives

Activities

Partners: SAICM, BSI, Pak and EPA 
Duration: Two years (First phase)
Location: KP, Punjab & Sindh (one site 
in each province to be specified) 
Status: SDPI-BSI-Pak.EPA joint 
proposal under consideration for 
funding at SAICM Secretariat,  
Switzerland

SDPI researcher at a chemical hotspot in Pakistan
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?Identification and assessment of  short-listed cement kilns for hazardous waste disposal

?Up-gradation/development of  specific protocols required for test 
burning/incineration of  hazardous material in a select cement kiln.

?Development of  SOPs, feasibility/action plan/follow ups, training/awareness

Focal Person: Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja

Water is an essential resource the scarcity of  which can trigger 
unrest and conflict in developing countries with growing 
populations. South Asia is one such region where the situation is 
further complicated by issues of  trans-boundary water sharing 
between countries that have long history of  conflicts. 
Underscoring the significance of  track II diplomacy in facilitating 
peace and bilateral cooperation in the region, diplomats, policy-
makers, scientists, experts and civil society representatives were 
engaged in an informal dialogue on trans-boundary water issues. A 

set of  practical recommendations, that were the outcome of  exhaustive discussions at the 
bilateral dialogues held in Nepal, Thialand and Pakistan were incorporated in the final report, 
which was launched in February 2013.

?Need to strengthen advisory capacities of  Permanent Indus Commission of  the Indus 
Water Treaty

?Leverage should be given to technical expertise and capitalise existing bilateral and 
regional forums for policy deliberation, data sharing, collaborative research, and best 
practices

?Need to recognize and promote opportunities for knowledge exchange at multiple 
levels (regional to local)

Focal Person: Shakeel Ramay

Water

Track II Dialogue on Water

Recommendations

Partner : Stimson Center USA 
Observer Research Foundation India, 
ORF
Duration: 8 months
Locale: Pakistan. India
Status: Closed
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 Founding Executive Director, SDPI, Dr Tariq Banuri and Advisor on Energy to Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Mr Musaddiq Malik speak at a seminar
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Bioenergy

Activities

Objectives

Bioenergy and Sustainability in South Asia

Sustainable Ship-breaking Initiative (SSI) for Trade and 
Sustainability in Ship-breaking Industry of Pakistan

The study examines and evaluates bio-energy potential for South 
Asia in terms of  production capacity amid its huge demand and 
need for food crops with profound consequences of  shifting 
trends from food to cash crops for the purpose of  renewable 
energy.

South Asia is an agri-enriched region in global parlance where 
sustenance and livelihoods mainly depend on agriculture sector. People have been toiled for 
many years in making their country prosperous in terms of  agriculture, 

In view of  different 
energy scenarios, the study has been designed to provide rationale for alternate solution with 
long-term sustainability vision. 

?Darft paper on the basis of  data collected through primary and secondary source 

?Dissemination of  policy recommendations 

Focal Person: Kanwar Javed

In October 2011, SDPI launched Sustainable Ship-breaking 
Initiative in order to address the policy and governance related 
matters of  environmental and social aspects of  Ship-breaking 
industry, which require serious considerations at this critical point 
of  time. The global center for Ship-breaking and recycling industry 
is located in South Asia, specifically in Bangladesh, India, China 
and Pakistan, which accounts for 70-80 per cent of  the 
international market for Ship-breaking of  ocean-going vessels. 
This is mainly due to a shift seen in 1980 as a result of  global 
environmental order when several countries enacted legislation to 
ban Ship-breaking in their countries. As a result, this industry has been shifted to South Asia. 
The Ship-breaking industry is besides workers’ exploitation causing an unprecedented damage 
to nature. 

In July 2012, SDPI developed a Position Paper on Environmental and Social aspects of  
Ship-breaking Industry in Pakistan in collaboration with NGO Ship-breaking Platform (NSP), 
Brussels, Belgium. The paper focused on social, economic and environmental uplift of  the 
region in term of  owners and workers. 

?To produce way forward for Green Ship-breaking yards in Pakistan based on analysis 
and findings of  current environmental and socio-legal situation of  Ship-breaking 
practices at Gadani yard through physical observations and stakeholders consultation

which is predominant 
sector of  regions' economies. The region is not only facing the challenge of  food insecurity but 
also growing energy demand for which it depends heavily on imports.

Recent alternate energy trends have been predicting extensive significance of  promoting 
bio-energy in South Asia. Undoubtedly, Sustainable renewable energy is one of  the practical and 
viable solutions in order to meet energy demands of  South Asian region. 

Ship-breaking

Duration: April 2013 – December 2013
Locale: South Asia region
Staus: Ongoing

Partner : NSP (NGO Ship-breaking 
Platform, Brussels).
Duration: October 2011 to 
September 2016
 Locale: Gadani Ship-breaking yard Karachi 
Status: Ongoing
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?To maintain sustainable economic growth by following the mechanized system of  
dismantling in compliance with available legislative frameworks i.e. (Hong Kong and 
Basel convention) without jeopardizing employment of  workers.

?Field survey of  Gadani Ship-breaking yard 

?Filing of  public interest litigation

?Advocacy campaigns

?There are a total of  68 running plots at present and  38 contractors

?About 12,000 - 15,000 active workers

?Situation is less disappointing as compared to Bangladesh since there are more 
mechanized and comparatively safer operations

?The draft findings are in line with the findings of  the World Bank report. 

Focal Person: Kanwar Javed

Activities

Findings

Delegates from South Asia with Chinese Ship-breakers
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Energy

Objectives

Findings

Objectives

Findings

Pakistan Energy Vision 2035

T

                       Shale Gas Viability and Prospects for Pakistan

he Water & Energy Unit at SDPI is the co-opted member 
of  Think Tank on Energy formulated by Pakistan 
Engineering Council (PEC) in Feb 2013. Since then, the 

unit has been playing an active role to help address the energy crisis 
while representing SDPI through this platform. This year, the unit 
conducted research to present short, medium and long-term 
strategies to addressthe energy crisis. The findings of  the study and policy recommendations 
were disseminated  through media after holding a seminar. 

?To devise a policy to overcome energy crisis by utilizing indigenous resources.

?Energy sector of  Pakistan is faced with financial and regulatory problems. 

Focal Persons: Engnr. Arshad H Abbasi, Fareeha Mehmood, Ayesha Wasti, Maha Kamal & 
Zohra Fatima

he study 
provides a technically feasible solution to 
overcome the endemic crisis. A complete 
roadmap to develop unconventional oil 
& gas strategy has been suggested in the 

study based on desk review of  official documents (ENERCON and PEC) and experts' 
interviews. The report thus prepared also illustrates technically recoverable unconventional 
reserves of  oil & gas, and analyses their characteristics such as 

The findings of  the report were 
shared at a seminar.

identify the potential of  shale gas in Pakistan.

?To proposal a doable solution to the prevalent energy crisis. 

?Pakistan stands second in Asia having the highest recoverable reserves of  shale gas.

?Shale gas of  Pakistan has high TOC value and is thermally mature.

?Shale gas exploitation can effectively relieve the current power shortage and its 
deployment will considerably help overcome the overall energy crisis.

Focal Persons: Engnr. Arshad H Abbasi, Fareeha Mehmood, Ayesha Wasti, Maha Kamal & 
Zohra Fatima

In the backdrop of  severe energy needs 
these days in the country t

Total Organic Carbon (TOC), 
thermal maturity, geological age, and reservoir thickness extent. 

To ?

Partner:  Pakistan Engineering Council
Duration:  May 2013 to November 2013
Status: Ongoing 

Partner: Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC)
Duration: April 2013 to September 2013
Status: Closed

En
e

rg
y

En
e

rg
y



ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE

26

Feasibility of Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline Project for Pakistan

Energy Reforms in Pakistan

Iran-Pakistan gas Pipeline has the potential to resolve Pakistan's 
current energy crisis. However, there are many issues that need 
special attention, including agreed price of  exported Iranian gas, 
financial considerations regarding the pipeline construction and 
the possible future implications of  the agreement for Pakistan's 
economy. The study aims to suggest feasible energy alternatives for 

the Iranian gas and outlines the procedure for their productive exploitation. The preliminary 
findings of  the report and policy recommendations were disseminated  through a seminar 
followed by a press conference. 

The study established that Pakistan negotiated a flawed deal with Iran. There were solid 
arguments, using which Pakistan can negotiate gas price with Iran. 

?To assess the economic viability of  Iranian gas for Pakistan and suggest practical and 
doable alternatives

Focal Persons: Engnr. Arshad H Abbasi, Fareeha Mehmood, Ayesha Wasti, Maha Kamal & 
Zohra Fatima

SDPI organized dialogue between policy makers, technical experts, 
and  implementing agencies in public sector on key reform areas 
(energy and tax) in collaboration with Ukaid’s Department For 
International Development (DFID). The dialogue was supported 
by structured feedback from citizen and business communities to 
provide a clear perspective on the level of  receptiveness and 

support to broad reforms in tax and energy sectors. This research particularly formed the 
baseline for activities under the 'poverty and growth project', that is currently in the design 
phase. In pursuance of  this dialogue, a discussion paper covering all the aspects of  key reforms 
in energy sector was synthesized.

The paper discussed the following, history of  energy reforms in Pakistan (sub-sector wise 
in oil, gas, coal, power ), supply and demand side issues currently faced by Pakistan in sub-sectors 
of  energy, structure of  energy consumption in Pakistan and expected future supply, financial 
management in energy sector (pricing, subsidies, circular debt issue ), institutional structure of  
energy sector supply chain (generation, transmission, role of  WAPDA/PEPCO, federal 
ministries, provincial energy departments, public sector corporations ), current critical issues 
faced by Pakistan in energy sector (federal and provincial level), interprovincial issues in energy 
management.

?To synthesize existing information available

?To captured the on-going debate, and highlight the questions discussed in the policy 

symposium organized for the new government

?Writing of  the paper is underway

Focal Persons: Engnr. Arshad H Abbasi, Fareeha Mehmood, Ayesha Wasti, Maha Kamal 

& Zohra Fatima

Objectives 

Objective

Activity

Duration: May 2013 to December2013
Status: Ongoing 

Partner: DFID
Duration: 2013
Status: Closed
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Partnership for Peace

Objectives

Findings

Plural Business Partnership for Peace in Pakistan

The research study intended to act 
as a baseline for the project on 
the business community's 

perceptions and capacities for peace. It 
served as a training needs assessment for 
the individual and institutional capacity 
building with regard to corporate social 
responsibility and peace building. The 

research findings provided an empirical entry point into the discussion on peace-conducive 
economic governance reforms at national, provincial, and regional levels, and form the basis for 
the subsequent private sector advocacy on the economic governance reform. 

To explore local perceptions (At community and household level) of  business as, 
'agents of  peace'. 

To conduct analysis of  economic drivers of  conflict and an assessment of  the policy 
environment for inclusive economic reforms

Business expansion is largely perceived beneficial for communities. Businesses need to 
deeply interact with communities (around their location) since communities might not 
necessarily be looking up to the government alone for their needs. Lack of  employment 
and essential services coupled with a supply-side crisis in energy sector; stand out as 
highly cited issues where businesses can help. 

The government and private sector linkages also need to be strengthened in order to 
ultimately move towards peaceful communities. In specific areas of  Khyber 
PakhtunKhwa and Balochistan provinces, it was found that public sector could not 
enter several villages in order to provide compulsory immunization to children.

Market distortions need to be removed so that entrepreneurial activity can be enhanced. 
Monopolistic and collusive markets not only suppress competition but also leave 

?

?

?

?

?
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Duration: August 2012 to December 2012
Locale: Faisalabad, Multan, Karachi, 
Sukkur, Peshawar, Quetta districts
Status: Closed

(L-R) Haji Muhammad Javed, Ambreen Waheed, Asad Umar, Khalid Mirza and Altaf Saleem
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market leaders at whim.

Private sectors’ involvement in local area development appears to be highly welcome as 
far as households are concerned. Time is ripe for the private sector to step up its efforts 
particularly in sectors where governance failure is stark.

There is a strong need to build local-level partnerships between peace-promoting 
groups. The work of  Aga Khan Rural Support Program in Gilgit-Baltistan region is one 
example that should be replicated elsewhere.

There is a strong need for creating social entrepreneurship opportunities that capacitate 
communities at grass roots level and provide them with livelihoods. 

Dispute resolution mechanisms need to be strengthened. The success of  Aman 
Committees in Sialkot that resulted in an increase in efficiency of  businesses (And job 
creation for local community) best explains this point

The influence of  regulatory bodies needs to be revisited. While regulations are 
important in maintaining favorable and inclusive market structures, it is also important 
that regulatory bodies have the capacity and influence.   

Focal Person: Safwan A. Khan

Recommendations 

?

?

?

?

?

(L-R) Safwan A. Khan, Philip Vornon, Naseer Menon and Ross Ferguson

National Consultation on Plural Business Partnership for Peace: Perspectives from Pakistan
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Inclusive Debate on Reform Issues

Objectives

Activities 

Recommendations

Environmental Regulations in Textile Sector

Promoting Inclusive Debate on Reform Issues

Environmental Regulations: Compliance in 
Textile Processing Sector of Pakistan 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collaboration 
with Department For International Development (DFID)  
organized an in-depth dialogue on key reform areas, including 
energy and tax. Policy makers, technical experts, and 
representatives of  public enforcement agencies took part in the 
dialogue, which was supported by structured feedback from 
citizens and business community.

To generate focused policy discussion around key reforms (energy and tax) in order to 
prepare political parties civil society and for difficult structural reforms that will require 
public support

To support policy dialogue on energy and tax with structured feedback from common 
citizens and business community in order to channel wider public views into the policy 
reform process

Household and firm level survey has been conducted

Monographs on the basis of  survey will be prepared

Key recommendations were framed from the policy symposium 

Both these documents will be sent to Minister for Finance, Minister for Water and 
Power, Minister for Planning, Academia, Chamber of  Commerce, Pakistan Business 
Council SAARC Chamber of  Commerce, INGOs, SDPI partner organizations etc.

Future administrations should not give un targeted subsides, which are politically 
maneuvered.

It’s time that provincial government should now be given a role to stop power theft. 

Focal Persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed and Muhammad Adnan

There are 600-800 textile processing units in the country with a 70 
% share in textile exports. Textile sector provides employment to 
around 40% of  total manufacturing labor force and contributes 
8% to Pakistan's GDP. In order to properly tackle the issue of  
industrial pollution like liquid effluents, gaseous emissions and 
ambient air, the Government of  Pakistan formulated 
environmental legislations and National Environmental Quality 
Standards (NEQS). There is hardly any study in Pakistan, which analyses the textile-specific 
environmental regulations and compliance issues. In this context, this is a pioneering study to 
address an important area of  concern.

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

Partner: DFID
Duration: May 2013 to December 2013
Locale: Faisalabad, Hyderabad, Karachi, 
Multan, Peshawar, Quetta and Rawalpindi.
Status: Ongoing

Partner: SANDEE
Duration: January 2013 to July 2013
Locale: Faisalabad
Status: Phase – 1 Closed
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Objectives 

Activities

Findings

Recommendations 

Phase – II

Impact of  Global Financial Crisis

?To assess environmental regulations and standards in textile industry

?To identify challenges in compliance and remedies of  these challenges

?Primary data collection

?Produce a report on the basis of  Cross Case Analysis

?Firms are not following NEQS because Environmental Protection Department has no 
check and balance system. There is no treatment plant for effluent in majority of  
industries.

?There is a need to develop at least one combined effluent treatment plant in Faisalabad

?The coordination between APTMA, APTPMA and Chamber of  Commerce & 
Industries should be made mandatory

?A regulatory framework should be structured to assess the effluents and their adverse 
effects

?Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) should play a major role in educating industry 
about environment protection.

?EPA should also conduct research on industry on regular basis in order to know about 
environmental/waste management practices.

?APTPMA acts as a bridge between government bodies and industry, therefore, its role 
in terms of  regulatory actions should also be defined

?Phase II of  the project started in October 2013. In this phase, a survey of  80 textile 
firms of  processing sector will be conducted. Logit Model will be used to analyze the 
data.

Focal Person: Muhammad Sohaib

The global financial crisis primarily originated in developed 
economies, however, developing economies, including those in 
South Asia, could not buffer themselves against  the adverse 
impact of  the crisis. As expenditures rose to counter these effects, 
both human as well as social sector development suffered across 
South Asia. Hence, there was a rise in levels of  poverty and income 
inequality, coupled with stagflationary pressures in most of  the 
South Asian economies. This study is an attempt to investigate the 

effects of  global financial crisis on HRD in South Asia with the aim to identify policy options not 
only to counter these effects but also to address lacunas in HRD across the region. Moreover, the 
study will identify channels through which regional networks can be strengthened for further 
regionalism and enhance development across South Asian economies. 

?

Impact of Global Financial Crisis on Human Resource 
Development in the SAARC Region: Lessons Learnt

Partner: SAARC Human Resource 
Development Sector (SHRDC) 
Duration: August 2013 to December 
2013
Status: Ongoing 
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Objectives

Activities

Trade

Objectives

Activities

 Recommendations

?To examine the origin, magnitude, and trends of  global financial crisis 2007-2008

?To establish the link and analyze the impact of  crisis with regional economies and HRD

?To analyze the relevant policies and programs of  financial and HRD sectors from 2008 
onward and gaps and remedial policy measures to mitigate the adverse impact of  crisis

?To explicate a macroeconomic framework for HRD policy makers to ensure sustainable 
social and economic development

?To suggest a plan of  action for policy makers to tackle with such unexpected crisis in 
future, and suggest ways to promote regionalism to avoid negative shocks of  
globalization

?Primary data collection

?Drafting a report on the basis of  research findings 

Dissemination of  research findings and policy recommendations

Focal Person: Safwan. A Khan

The study focused on customs-related and other procedural Non-Tariff  Barriers (NTBs), which 
constitute some significant part of  the cost of  doing trade within 
the region. According to some estimates, NTBs constitute more 
than 75% of  cost of  doing trade within South Asia. The study 
identifies and investigates such NTBs in Pakistan

To conduct a set of  focused result- and action- oriented 
activities on certain customs-related issues and other 
procedural NBTs hindering intra-regional trade in South 
Asia so as to ensure some tangible and incremental progress towards reducing cost of  
doing trade within the region

To generate better political buy-in for enhanced and improved intra-regional trade in 
South Asia by conducting some focused advocacy on customs-related and other 
procedural NBTs targeting some key stakeholder groups

Primary data collection

Drafting of  Report on the subject

Dissemination of  research findings and policy recommendationsn

?South Asian governments should innovatively step up their efforts to remove trade 
barriers. The business associations and civil society organizations in the SAARC 
countries should continue to provide research inputs

Focal Persons: Safwan A. Khan

?

?

?

?

?

?

Preventing Participatory Approaches for Removing Regional Trade 
Barriers in South Asia (COENCOSA Phase II)

Partner: CUTS, India; The Asia 
Foundation
Duration: September 2012 to July 2013
Status: Closed
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Trade Promotion Through Standardization in SESA Region

The society aims to build national and regional knowledge to 
participate in ISO standard setting processes as well as to 
implement their standards. Today, many retailers and 
consumers in the world demand that products and services 
should be produced according to international standards.

It is believed that vital and sustainable local 
standardization processes with the rich involvement of  private 

and public sector are a must to build necessary technical capacity on the concepts and 
methodologies of  different international standards.

Swedish Standards Institute (SIS) and South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and 
Environment (SAWTEE), Nepal initiated a programe to build institutional capacity within 
SESA regions on standard setting and standard implementation. This was done with the support 
of  Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA). The programme is now 
known as SESA Capacity Building Programme, and is running in eight countries such as 
Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan. SDPI is the 
lead implementing partner in Pakistan.

To enhance economic development in the SESA region through increased to markets 
by local and regional producers

To promote stainable development of  the bio-energy sector

To enable greenhouse gas mitigation activities within the exporting sectors

To strengthen standardization capacity in the SESA region

Data collection from Industrial sites on Carbon Footprint Standard

Draft and publish position papers

Capacity building of  stakeholders, including PSQA

Objectives

Activities

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

National Planning Workshop on Environmental Standards in Islamabad with PSQCA & Constech 
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Partners: SIDA & SIS
Duration: May 2013 to December 2014
Locale: Pakistan
Status: Ongoing
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?
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?
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?

?

Advocacy events to disseminate research findings and policy recommendations  

Focal Person: Kanwar Javed

Peace is supposed to be a dividend of  enhanced economic 
cooperation, that's why SDPI always advocated for trade 
normalization between India and Pakistan. The study aims to 
support the Track – I initiatives through 

Developing B2B India-Pakistan Trade and marketing web 
portal that can facilitate trader community in both countries to 
come together online 

Revisiting and updating sector-specific NTBs faced by India and Pakistan

Taking the advocacy of  India-Pakistan trade to a new level through joint track-I and track – 
II discourse.

To create an information resource unit to facilitate Pakistan's exports into India and at 
the same time encourage targeted Indian services into Pakistan, with the view of  
facilitating and guiding Pakistan's Small Medium Enterprise (SME) and the young 
upcoming entrepreneurs

To develop alternative sectors for India-Pakistan trade with a view to promote niche, 
long-term product lines suitable for SMEs and young entrepreneurs 

To revisit and update existing stock of  knowledge on the tariff  and non-tariff  barriers 
particularly with respect to non-traditional items in India-Pakistan trade

To go beyond the standard estimation of  changing producer margin in trade, and 
evaluate how consumers gain from easing of  restrictions in India-Pakistan trade

To identify trade costs on account of  some particular logistic-related NTBs (for select 
set of  goods) and recommend (from the point of  view of  freight-forwarders) how to 
reduce them

To identify venues through which track – II efforts can complement track – I in 
strengthening trade ties between India and Pakistan

Identification of  sectorial NTBs in India and Pakistan

Analysis of  select trade specific commodities in both the countries and barriers in their 
cross border movement

Primary data collection

Report writing

Dissemination of  research findings and policy recommendations

Government on both sides of  the border should increase dialogue between commerce 
department and negotiations should take place sector by sector across border

India-Pakistan Trade: Moving Forward with Changing Trends        
and Emerging Scenarios

Objectives

Activities

Recommendations

Partner: DFID
Duration: September 2012 to July 2013
Status: Closed
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The business community should also be involved in the process

In-depth research is needed to address the removal of  sectorial Non-Tariff  Barriers .

Close communication should be ensured between the products standard and 
certification authorities in India and Pakistan 

The customs  officials on land routes should be allowed to interact more frequently

Greater track – II level efforts are required by the Civil Society Organizations on both 
sides of  the border

The visa restrictions for business community should be eased

Focal Person: Saad Rajput

The study aims to focus on updating and validating the current 
size of  informal flow of  goods from India to Pakistan along 
with identification of  product-specific issues, nature of  transit, 
and customs related matters. Key sectors in which informal flow 
from India is taking place include fruits and vegetables, textile, 
automobile parts, jewelry, cosmetics, medicines, tobacco, herbal 
products, spices and herbs, paper and paper products, and 
crockery. These goods are channeled into Pakistan via major 

routes like Dubai, Kabul, Kandahar, Chaman, Bander Abbas. The minor routes include several 
places in the adjoining border region

Estimates show that the value of  this informal flow from India to Pakistan in $4.2 
Billion annually. Such flows have narrowed the demand-supply gap in various product 
categories besides creating livelihoods for several people in the poor regions.

The expansion in informal trade is hurting the manufacturing community. Pakistani 
producers end up competing with items that are not duty paid and thus found cheaper 
in the local market. There is also a loss of  revenue to the government as these goods are 
not subject to usual customs procedure. In case of  foods, herbs, and pharmaceutical 
items such merchandise is now checked for health and safety standards posing risk to 
human health

The analysis towards informal flows of  merchandise should become a regular feature at 
government level. A joint working group of  FBR, Ministry of  Finance, Ministry of  
Commerce and the central bank should have the capacity to monitor and address these 
flows in a manner that does not prohibit economic growth or hamper formal trade 
between countries

Trade dialogue between India and Pakistan should also feature the investment 
departments from both sides, and there should be introspection as to why investors are 
still reluctant to embrace opportunities in the neighborhood

A move towards trade expansion should take the form of  increasing number of  items 
allowed through Wagah-Attari border, opening up the remaining 9 land routes between 
India and Pakistan, allowing containerization via railways given that current trucking 
facility while necessary is unable to fulfil demand on both sides, enhanced presence of  

Informal Flow of Merchandise from India: The Case of Pakistan

Findings

Recommendations

Partner: ICRIER
Duration: October 2012 to June 2013
Locales: Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, 
Bahawalpur, Azad Kashmir
Status: Closed
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plant department officials (for agricultural and related items), and the signing of   
pending trucking agreement between the two countries.

Focal Persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed & Muhammad Abdul Wahab

The study focuses on Pakistan's potential for Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in India. The latter has allowed FDI from 
Pakistan via government route i.e. after seeking due approval from 
FIPB. No proposal from Pakistan till now has been able to get 
clearance from FIPB. The investment regime in India still remains 
restrictive for Pakistan.

The analysis of  the study has been supplemented with 
interviews of  leading business persons who may have the economies of  scale to understand 
investments and compete in the Indian market. A perception-based value of  potential 
investment that can actually go from Pakistan to India (If  both government and automatic route 
are allowed) stands at $1.6 billion annually. Textile, cement, hotel services and auto parts sectors 
top the list. Despite the executive approval, cross-border investments have not materialized in 
either of  the countries

The main objective of  the study was to answer the following questions:

What are the key sectors available to Pakistani investors in India?

How many Pakistani businessmen are willing to invest in India?

How well the key sectors offered by India compare with potential of  Pakistani 
investors? 

What are the general barriers regarding investment in India?

What extent of  investment-specific dispute resolution mechanism is needed?

What is the level of  cooperation between government investment bodies in India and 
Pakistan towards investment cooperation?

How will the liberalized trade between India and Pakistan help improve FDI prospects?

Investment diplomacy is required whereby Pakistan should be allowed to invest in India 
through the automatic route (besides the currently allowed government route).

In case of  other investor countries, the business community seeks a privileged visa 
facility so that access to their investments in foreign lands is made certain

Both India and Pakistan have experience in arbitration of  investment-related disputes 
at the international level, however the potential investors from Pakistan felt that 
investment-specific dispute resolution between the two countries needs to be relatively 
more transparent and detailed.

Even if  in short-term, both the countries do not embark upon a bilateral investment 
treaty, a legal cover for foreign investors’ fixed assets and intellectual property is 
required.

Focal Persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed &Muhammad Adnan

Foreign Direct Investment in India: Prospects for Pakistan

Objectives

Recommendations

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

Partner: ICRIER
Duration: October 2012 to June 2013
Locale: Karachi, Lahore, Sialkot, 
Islamabad
Status: Closed
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India-Pakistan Trade: A Case Study of the Pharmaceutical Sector

Afghanistan-Pakistan Trade: Emerging Trends and Challenges

The study seeks to analyze the India-Pakistan trade prospects in 
the pharmaceutical sector. It will also analyze as how can intra and 
industry linkages be created within the pharmaceutical sector in 
the two countries to help achieve complementarities that 
contribute to mutual gains on either side of  the border

To analyze trends in pharmaceutical imports and exports, major pharmaceutical trading 
partners and manufacturers, and share of  each trading partner in pharmaceutical 
imports and exports

To examine the level of  bilateral pharmaceutical trade between India and Pakistan with 
a focus on the trade potential of  the pharmaceutical sector of  Pakistan

To assess the possible impact of  granting Most Favorite Nation (MFN) status to India 
on pharmaceutical sector/market of  Pakistan

Primary data collection

Report writing

Dissemination of  research findings and policy recommendations

Focal Person: Samavia Batool

In order to assess the development and potential of  trade between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, a study has been initiated on 
Afghanistan-Pakistan Trade: Emerging Trends and Challenges. 
The study identified the key sectors available to Pakistani investors 
there, areas of  possible joint ventures and highlighted the barriers 
regarding investment in Afghanistan.

In the course of  study, it was found that there isa  limited 
information and data is available on formal trade. To understand 

Objectives

Activities

?

?

?

?

?

?

(L-R) Mansoor Malik, representative PTI Think Tank, Ejaz Haider, Editor, National Security Affairs, Capital TV 
and Visiting Fellow SDPI and Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director SDPI during roundtable discussion 

on Afghan-Pak trade at SDPI
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Partner: ICRIER 
Duration: September 2013 to November 
2013
Status: Ongoing

Partner: PAJCCI
Duration: May 2013 to October 2013
Locale: Peshawar, Karachi, Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi
Status: Ongoing
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the status of  trade both formal and informal discussions were held with traders and key 
government officials. Official statistics were provided by the Ministry of  Commerce (MoC) and 
Trade Development Authority of  Pakistan (TDAP) to address the issue relating to Pakistan-
Afghanistan trade, both formally and informally, such as transport logistics and costs, payment 
mechanism and procedural difficulties.

Firm level survey

Discussion with traders and key informant interviews

Seminar on Afghanistan-Pakistan Trade

Focal Person: Nafeesha Hashmi

Activities

?

?

?
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(L-R) Jan Achakzai, the representative of JUI-F, speaks at the roundtable on South Asia while 
Alexander Tatsis, the Trade and Investment Officer, US Embassy, sits beside him.

Trade in 
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Poverty Alleviation

Objectives

Activities

Findings

Estimating PSIA of Workers Welfare Fund

After facing the challenges in implementing the macro-level 
labour reforms (e.g. the implementation of  minimum 
wage – revised annually), the Government of  Pakistan is 

striving to put in place social safety nets such as Benazir Income 
Support Programme (BISP). Within the overall ambit of  social 
protection, the government has retained the Workers Welfare 

thFund (WWF) even after the 18  Constitutional Amendment, 
which requires social sector programmes to be devolved to 
provinces in order to improve service delivery. The provincial 

governments have, however, been urging the federal government to hand over the reins of  
WWF.

The study analyzed the intended and unintended consequences of  WWF programme on the 
welfare and well-being of  different groups (e.g. gender, location, age) with a special focus on the 
vulnerable and poor. Well-being includes income and non-income dimensions of  poverty.

To elaborate the employment has well as non-employment factors adding to or 
detracting from the targeted impact of  WWF

To assess the possible impact of  man-made and natural disasters on the delivery of  the 
WWF programme.

To evaluate if  there are any significant differences in scope and effectiveness of  the 
programme in urban and rural context and to suggest reasons for these differences.

To explore the value of  Poverty and Social Impact Analysis (PSIA) in analyzing policy 
choices and propose an efficient process for conducting future PSIAs.

Primary data collection

Draft report and policy recommendations  based on field research findings

Dissemination of  research findings and policy recommendations

The first important concern highlighted by the beneficiaries was access and certainty of  
education grant. Two issues hinder timely receipt of  such grant such as, heavy 
documentation required to claim the right, and delays involved in the disbursement of  
fee. The schools provided grant under WWF also have access problems. Several of  
them are substantially far from the colonies in which workers' children are residing. 

Secondly,  in the provision of  housing, it was noticed that while construction of  new 
schemes has been going on (although at a slower than desired pace), however less 
attention is being paid to services and their quality in existing housing schemes. Most 
notably sanitation and sewerage issues in these colonies are now becoming a health and 
environmental hazard. Furthermore, the maintenance of  housing (repair work) is not 
being done on a regular basis making many of  the housing units unliveable. The 
common places such as parks and grounds for workers' children have been encroached 
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Partner: Government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa
Duration: September 2012 to 
February 2013
Locale: Various districts of Pakistan
Status: Closed
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and no dedicated effort was observed by our team in which WWF has taken up this 
issue of  encroachment with the municipal authorities or even the higher officials within 
WWF and the Ministry. 

A one-window operation for both emergency cases as well as those accessing health 
facilities through social security departments is required. The workers retired from 
WWF cannot access health facility (and any other WWF instrument).

Focal Person: Muhammad Zeshan

Poverty and Social Impact Analysis (PSIA) involves the analysis of  
the distributional impact of  policy reforms on the well-being of  
different stakeholder groups with a particular focus on the poor 
and vulnerable. PSIAs are analytical exercises that attempt to 
understand the likely poverty and social impact of  particular policy 
choices. The project has a strong focus on research studies, impact 
evaluations and assessments to undertake a PSIA of  “Chief  
Minister's Initiative of  Primary Health Care (CMIPHC)” being run by Punjab Rural Support 
Programme (PRSP). The initiative was taken for the welfare of  the poor. PSIA provided a better 
understanding of  impact assessment of  CMIPHC. 

To help take informed policy decisions through measuring the social and poverty 
impact of  CMIPHC in Lodhran district.

To analyze the poverty and social nexus in the context of  health care services to 
different segments of  the society.

The overall analysis depicts good social and health outcomes when compared with the 
baseline before the start of  CMIPHC in Lodhran. The Basic Health Unit (BHU) 
operations were almost transparent, and Punjab Rural Support Programme (PRSP) 
system of  monitoring was in place to ensure staff  attendance and provision of  services. 
As far as the medicine purchase is concerned, PRSP has a centralized system and 
Community Support Groups (CSGs) have no role either in purchase or distribution of  
medicines. No major flaw observed, which could be big threat to Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) model as well as an overall progress towards Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). The current assessment shows that there are more 
underlying gaps that need to be addressed for the creation and existence of  effective 
organizational mechanisms to redresser grievances. 

The Community Support Groups (CSGs) can be instrumental for social inclusion, 
social influences of  programme, grievance redressing mechanism, monitoring progress 
and programme's sustainability. The CSGs need a proper institutional setup and active 
role in Basic Health Unit (BHU) affairs. The government policies support PPP model, 
therefore,  continuity of  programme with certain improvements would bring further 
visible outcomes towards MDGs.

Focal Person: Kanwar Javed

Recommendation

Objectives

Findings

Recommendation

?

?

?

?

?

Poverty and Social Impact Analysis of Chief Minister's Initiative of 
Primary Health Care

Partner: UNDP
Duration: October 2012 to March 2013
Locale: Lodhran
Status: Closed
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Livelihood

Activities

Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium

Contested Rural Development – New Perspectives on 'Non-state Actors 
and Movements' and the Politics of Livelihood-Centered Policies

The consortium on secure livelihood  research was established in 
2011 to strengthen livelihoods and services in conflict-hit areas of  
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri lanka, Congo, South Sudan and 
Uganda. SLRC aims to explore livelihoods, basic services and social 
protection in conflict-ridden situations.

The programme is based on three research themes:

1. Compound crisis and shifting trajectories: tackling the 
livelihood outcomes of  conflict and flooding in northwest Pakistan.

2. The challenges of  return: (RE)Building resilient livelihoods

3. Effectiveness issues: The role of  aid programming in process of  recovery. 

Stakeholders, Roundtable Conference was held in Islamabad in November 2012 to 
receive inputs on the methodology used. 

In 2012, the first round of  a panel survey was conducted to capture data on livelihoods 
of  crisis-affected households, experiences of  service delivery, and perception of  
governance actors in Swat and Lower Dir. A second round of  survey will be carried out 
in 2015.

A research report is being finalized for publication after incorporating comments and 
suggestions by key stakeholders and partners.

A working paper on 'Livelihoods Basic Services and Social Protection in North-West 
Pakistan' was published based on the survey findings.

In the later part of  the study,  an action research will be carried out in collaboration with 
select aid agencies in order to explore the impact of  particular interventions. It will also 
help identify the local level political dynamics.

Focal Persons: Qasim Ali Shah & Anam A. Khan

The study focuses on rural development programmes and 
strategies being launched by public or private agencies. The main 
focus of  these programmes is to improve the living standard of  
rural masses thereby reducing social exclusion through sustained 
growth in the rural economy. The study was conducted in 
Abbottabad and Mansehra of  KP which are rich in natural 
resources but it is least developed. The poverty situation in the 
region particularly in the mountainous region is relatively serious. 
Like other provinces, state departments as well as many non-

governmental organizations and culturally-rooted social groups (including religious groups) are 
working to improve the livelihoods of  rural vulnerable communities of  the region. They claim 
that they are in a better position to cater to the needs of  people and deliver welfare services to the 
marginalized and vulnerable communities of  the province. 

?

?

?

?

?

Partner: ODI
Duration: 2011 to 2017
Locale: Pakistan,  Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, Congo, South Sudan and Uganda.
Status: Ongoing

Partners: NCCR North-South, Switzerland; 
Zurich University,  Switzerland; University 
of Agriculture, Faisalabad (Pakistan)
Duration: 2011 to 2013
Locale: Abbottabad and Mansehra
Status: Ongoing
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Objectives

Activities

Findings

Objectives

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

To identify and analyse the visions and practices of  culturally-rooted social movements 
towards rural development in the Northwest Pakistan.

To critically analyse the philosophical foundations (believes, claims, visions, actions) 
and actual practices regarding rural development of  culturally-rooted organizations 
(including religious) which claim to be deeply rooted in the rural society of  KP. 

To examine, compare and contrast the working strategies of  these organizations with 
those of  the state-led- rural development departments.

To find out the implications of  rural development endeavors of  both systems on 
agricultural research, extension and education triangle in general and farmers 
livelihoods in particular.

Primary data collection

Preparation of  draft report/Ph D. and M.Phil thesis.

Presentation of  research work at local, national and international level.

A joint book publication with research partners.

Initial results reveal that locally-rooted non state institutions / social organizations, which relate 
to rural development, are the key players in addressing the issues of  poverty and inequality. 
These organizations can be broadly classified into three categories. Both rural and urban areas 
are the operational areas of  majority of  these organizations and mostly these organizations rely 
on volunteers. In most of  the cases at district and provincial level, these organizations have 
linkages and networking with the organizations working on different issues e.g. poverty, 
inequality, child rights, women rights, rights of  forest users and owners, rights of  growers, 
landless labourers etc. These linkages and interactions are also helpful in raising voice of  
community on the platform of  a social movement leading to rural development practices. The 
culturally-rooted organizations should be streamlined in the rural development process.

Focal Person: Dr Babar Shahbaz

The study focuses on livelihood options in resource-scarce areas, 
which provide limited natural resources to people for their 
livelihoods. In resource-poor areas, different social groups strive not 
only to access and command over these remaining resources, but also 
on the enabling (often few) opportunities (alternative – e.g. non 
natural resource base and social safety nets) to secure their livelihoods. 
In this struggle some social groups take benefit while others cannot, 
and consequently conflicts, social tensions and new exclusions might emerge. This research study, 
anticipates a deeper understanding of  the tension between existing livelihoods, access to alternative 
livelihood options, and related conflicts and processes of  exclusion and inclusion. 

To examine the livelihood patterns, state of  food security and natural resources in the 
study regions.

Livelihood Futures in Resource-Scarce Areas – and the Quest for the 
Inclusion of Marginal Groups

Partners:  NCCR North-South, Switzerland
Duration: 2009 to 2013
Locale: Battagram and Mansehra
Status: Ongoing
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To identify and examine livelihood alternative options, support structures and access of  
people to these options. 

To look into the future; linking this research with the climate-change scenarios and 
debates. 

Analysis and comparison of  results from first phase of  research and writing-up of  
papers for peer reviewed journals have been completed. A journal, and a book have 
been published.

Household surveys were conducted in Battagram and Mansehra districts of  Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province

Two students have completed their M.Sc (Hons.) degree; while two M.Sc (Hons.) and 
one PhD studies are under progress.

Workshop/meeting of  involved researchers was held in Tanzania.

Publications of  a report on the field finding 

The research conducted in North-Western mountainous region of  Pakistan indicate that 
hike in prices of  food items was one of  the most serious threats to the food security of  
local residents. The expenditure on food is the largest chunk of  the household budget.  
The leading coping strategies included eating cheap/less nutritious food, less 
expenditures on education & health, cut the size of  food, borrowing money/food. Lack 
of  irrigation water, limited market access, climate extremes and high cost of  fertilizers 
were the major production related constraints for small farmers in the study area. As a 
resort to these constraints and due to low output from the food crops, a shift from 

Activities

Findings

A view of village in Tharparkar
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subsistence to cash-oriented crops (vegetables) was observed. Though different types 
SSNs – formal as well as informal – are available in the food insecure areas of  Northwest 
Pakistan, access to most of  the SSNs depends on political and/or social capital.

Focal Person: Dr Babar Shahbaz

Food Security

Food Security Analysis 2012-13

The study aims to capture an updated picture of  food security 
situation in the country since SDPI's previous food security 
analysis of  2009, particularly after the floods of  2010-11.

Following a selection of  indicators related to the three pillars of  
food security (i.e. food availability, access and utilization), 
secondary data was collected. Major government surveys such as 
Pakistan Social and Living Standards Measurement (PSLM) and 
Household Integrated Economic survey (HIES) were also used. 
The data was then analyzed to develop a ranking of  all the districts 
of  Pakistan with respect to each indicator. An assessment of  overall food security was also made 
using kilo caloric intake (using data from HIES and a food basket determined by the Planning 
Commission) as the principal indicator. 

With the completion of  the secondary analysis, a consultation with representatives from 
relevant provincial departments and ministries was held to incorporate their feedback into the 
results. To further validate the results, collection of  primary data was initiated.

?To produce a report on the status of  Food Security and Nutrition  in Pakistan 

?To provide and up-to-date database on key indicators of  food security and nutrition

?Secondary data analysis (national and provincial surveys)

?Baseline household surveys

Objectives

Activities
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Partners: WFP & Ministry of Food Security 
and Research 
Duration: 2012 to 2013
Locale: All districts/ agencies of Pakistan, 
Islamabad, FATA, GB and AJK
Status: Ongoing

Preliminary findings of Food Security Analysis study are being shared with provincial policy makers   
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?Stakeholder consultations

?Publication of  a research report

Focal Persons: Dr Abid Suleri & Duaa Syed

Wheat remains a strategic crop in Pakistan given its importance as a 
staple food across all provinces. Its value addition in agriculture and 
GDP in 2012 stood at 12.5 and 2.6 per cent respectively. For the 
same year, the cultivated area for wheat was 8,666 thousand 
hectares, which  decreased over the last year by 2.6 per cent. The 
yield per hectare which dropped by 4.2 per cent in 2012. The 
estimated output during July-March 2011-12 was 23.5 million tons. 
Citing reasons of  food security, the government increased the 
procurement price of  wheat in 2012 to Rs 1050. The government 

has maintained several forms of  subsidies, which in turn have made wheat a preferred crop for 
farmers. The study aims to estimate the overall size of  public sector intervention in wheat sector.

?To provide perceptions of  actors involved in the wheat sector supply chain with regard 
to public sector intervention in wheat sector.

?To estimate, using a dynamic computable general equilibrium model, the economy-
wide impact of  subsidies in wheat sector.

?To provide policy recommendations for careful withdrawal of  public sector from the 
wheat sector based on our findings and literature review.

?Primary data collection

?Social Accounting Matrix for Dynamic CGE Analysis

?CGE Micro simulations

?Media Packaging

Estimating Size & Operations of Public Sector and Its Impact on Wheat 
Market in Pakistan: A Post-18th Constitutional Amendment Inquiry

Objectives 

Activities

Partner: IFPRI (Washington DC)
Duration: July 2012 to June 2013
Locale: Pak Pattan, Lodhran, DI Khan, 
Jhang, Multan, Toba Tek Sing, Faisalabad 
and Islamabad
Status: Closed
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Muhammad Zeeshan (SDPI) speaks at The Global Development Conference in Philipines
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Findings

Objectives

Activities

Findings

Recommendations

Changes in production and consumption are also being driven by underlying changes in prices 
and wages. The price of  domestically produced and demanded goods declines in sectors, 
including wheat and agriculture processing. These prices also decline in livestock sector, 
however, only in the longer run. The distortion created by subsidy led to increase in prices of  
domestically produced and demanded goods in sectors, including cotton, crops other than 
cotton and wheat, manufacturing, energy, textile, construction, transport and services sectors. 
Similarly, trends have been observed in the case of  prices of  composite goods.

Focal Person: Muhammad Zeshan

South Asia is home to the largest number of  food insecure people 
in the world. Food inflation, climate change, rapid population 
growth and improper legislation are some of  the main reasons,  
due to which people in  the region are faced with food insecurity 
and a low level of  living standard.

The review of  overall ambit of  food insecurity situation in Pakistan 
has been undertaken in the study.  According to the report, laws were reviewed keeping in view 
different dimension of  food security such as food availability, food accessibility, food stability, 
and food utilization, besides the livelihood aspects of  food security. The report highlighted the 
main features of  legislation including strength, and weaknesses.

?To Identify, review and analyse Food Related Legislation in Pakistan.

?To find out its strengths and weaknesses of  legislation.

?? To recommend an integrated food security policy for country as well as the region of  
South Asia.

?After a review of  these laws, a report was prepared  and presented at  a regional 
consultation on 'Food Related Legislation in South Asia' organized by SAWTEE and 
OXFAM-GB in Kathamandu, Nepal, in July 2013. Participants from Bangladesh, India, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka presented their countries' respective reports in the 
consultation. 

?There is not any specific legislation in Pakistan, however, some relevant laws in the 
scattered form are available. 

?These laws need to be consolidated to frame a national food security policy. 

?There is a need to devise a legal framework in the form of  food security policy to 
address the food insecurity issue at national level. The national level legislation can then 
be used to frame an integrated food security policy for south Asia.

?Proper implementation mechanism for food related legislation should also be prepared.

?Need to launch more sustainable food security program and schemes for vulnerable 
groups at national and provincial level such as long-term food utilization, and nutrition-

Food Related Legislation in South Asia

Partners: Oxfam-GB and SAWTEE
Duration: 2012 to 2013
Status: Ongoing
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related programmes, livelihood, opportunities and options both on farm and off  farm 
through skills development.

?Land reforms and enhancement in productivity area is a must.

?Water conservation/ harvesting

?There is also a need for strengthening and expansion of  social safety nets’ is a must.

?Targeted input subsidies especially for small farmers.

?Self-employment and small and medium enterprise development through gender 
mainstreaming.

Participants pose for a group photo at the “Regional Consultation on Food Related Legislation in 
South Asia” held in Nepal

Shujaat Ali Khan from SDPI speaks at the “Regional Consultation on 
Food Related Legislation  in South Asia” held in Nepal
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Corporate Social Responsibility 

Objective

Activities

Recommendations

Corporate Social Responsibility Study

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is an emerging 
concept in Pakistan. More companies are developing their 
CSR policies as well as investing in increasing percentages 

of  gross sales for community services and sustainable 
development.

SDPI, a founder member of  SANSAR, has recently launched 
the Pakistan chapter of  SANSAR. SANSAR-Pakistan was 
launched recently in Islamabad with the objective to strengthen the network and raise awareness 
on the subject. In this regard, SDPI conducted a series of  talk-shows, which were aired through 
SDTV and are available online. Currently, 63 applications for membership have been received, 
out of  which 43 organizations/institutions/bodies have been awarded membership. 

?To contextualize CSR in Pakistan by encouraging corporate sector to act responsibly 

? Talk Shows on CSR through SDTV

?A countrywide campaign to raise awareness 

?CSR should be included in syllabi of  business schools.

?Regulations should be framed to strengthen more business-friendly approach through 
tax deduction and awards.

?Nation wide awareness campaigns should be launched to bring businesses on board 
and instigate a consumer driven demand for CSR compliant products.

?There should be SAARC branding of  CSR compliant products. This will encourage 
trade of  CSR compliant products.

Focal Person: Anam A Khan

Partners: Prakruthi (India)
Duration: Jan 2010 to Dec 2013
Locale: South Asia
Status: Phase II completed

SDPI team at the launch of SANSAR network in Islamabad
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Urbanization

Objectives

Activities

Findings

Rural to Urban Transition and the Peri-urban Interface: Identifying 
Mapping and Understanding Peri-urban Areas in India and Pakistan

With the growth of  megacities across the Asian region has 
come the expansion of  peri-urban areas and transition zones 
where urban and rural activities are juxtaposed and 
landscape features are subject to rapid modifications 
induced by human activities. Peri-urban areas occupy a large 
portion of  national landscape and are home to hundreds of  
millions of  people. They face unique problems, including 

intense pressures on resources, slum formation, lack of  adequate services such as water and 
sanitation, poor planning, and degradation of  farmland. These areas also face demands from 
users with contrasting lifestyles and conflicting interests. These demands range from agriculture 
to residential, industrial to commercial and the development of  green belts to natural reserves. 
The management of  peri-urban areas is often neglected by both rural and urban administrations 
because they are located beyond administrative boundaries of  cities in zones that are generally 
not identified as specific entities of  planning. 

The subject of  peri-urbanization needs immediate research. SDPI is working in 
collaboration with South Asia Consortium for Interdisciplinary Water Resources Studies 
(Hyderabad, India) and East-West Center (Honolulu, Hawaii) to study governance issues in peri-
urban areas and what consequences peri-urbanization causes to environment and health. The 
area chosen for the study in Pakistan was Lahore while, in India, it was Hyderabad. 

?To refine and expand a multi-faceted set of  activities, including capacity building of  
community 

?To collect and analyze data on the relative rural and urban nature of   communities 
under investigation

?To explore problems and governance issues in select areas, and 

?To develop a community of  diverse researchers (young and senior, male and female) in 
the two countries to work collaboratively to integrate and analyze information and data 
showing the relative degree of  rural, urban and peri-urban characteristics of  select 
study areas. 

?The National Status Report has been finalized.

?A survey with a sample size of  270 households was conducted at 9 different locations 
of  Lahore for the quantification of  urbanicity. 

?A cross-border dialogue on peri-urbanization trends in India & Pakistan was held 
through video conferencing. Students and young researchers participated and 
presented in the event. 

?Pakistan and Indian teams mutually analyzed the data collected from both the countries. 
A dissemination workshop was held in Hyderabad, India, in which policy makers, media 
representatives and experts from both the countries participated.

?Peri-urban areas in Pakistan are characterized by their poor sanitation and hygiene 
conditions and a severe lack of  infrastructural and institutional facilities. In both 
countries, particular characteristics specific to peri-urban areas can be chalked out to 
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Partner: East-West Centre (Honolulu, Hawaii)
Duration: November 2011 to November 2013
Locale: Lahore
Status: Ongoing
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create an index of  urbanicity. 

?Keeping in mind the requirements and problems of  peri-urban areas, which are 
different from urban and rural areas, the policy makers and city planners should take 
them separately. As the dynamics of  peri-urban areas is changing constantly and 
growing rapidly, therefore, they should be given attention on immediate basis.

Focal Person: Anam A Khan

The study aims to map out social protection programmes in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Balochistan. It also carried out an 
analysis of  these programmes, and evaluated them on a set of  pre-
determined criteria.

Under its Refugee Affected and Hosting Areas (RAHA) 
programme, the UNDP-Pakistan, in collaboration with the 
government of  Pakistan and donor community, has been engaged 
in promoting regional stability. It also compensates for social, 
economic and environmental damages to Pakistani community by 
over seven million Afghan refugees who are still living in the country. A study was designed at 
SDPI to examine the extent to which such programmes are contributing towards Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). 

?Primary data collection 

?Drafting of  report and policy briefs

?Research dissemination and advocacy events in provincial capitals of  Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

?Working opportunities for the IDPs, Afghan refugees and calamity-hit communities are 
scarce. Cultural hindrances restrict women from contributing to their household 
income while men are saddled with the responsibility to fulfil the needs of  a 12-15 
member family on average

?Owing to lack of  essential skills and capital for business, the menfolk are usually on the 
look for daily-wage work

?Social protection programmes are mainly confined to the government employees 

?Except Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), most of  the social assistance 
programmes are highly inefficient, not well-targeted, but politicized.

?Financial and in-kind support extended through these programmes is usually 
insufficient and unsustainable.  

?Though these programmes contribute towards the attainment of  MDGs, at present 
they are delivering well below their perceived effectiveness.

?There is hardly any social assistance and social protection programme that has been 
extended to RAHA project districts. 

Recommendation

Social Protection

Activities

Findings

Social Protection in Pakistan

Partner: UNDP-Pakistan
Duration: January 2013 to March 2013
Locale: Nowshera, Buner, and Lower Dir 
in KP and Chaghi, Loralai, and Pishin in 
Balochistan
Status: Closed 
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Recommendations

?Political interference should be controlled to ensure transparency of  the social 
protection  mechanism. 

?Through digitalization of  the social insurance programmes, record of  all entitled 
beneficiaries and that of  their dependents should be maintained so that unnecessary 
delays could be avoided in the process of  'establishing the eligibility'.

?The social insurance programmes should have a clearly articulated poverty reduction 
objective and the payments made under the respective programmes to the employees 
should be inflation sensitive.

?There is a need to streamline all the existing social assistance programmes running 
alongside BISP to develop synergies among them for a more effective impact.

?With its extensive data gathered for the PMT scores, the BISP could share information 
with other programmes for more efficient service delivery. 

?There should be a periodical assessment of  effectiveness of  monthly cash transfer 
under the programme – a cash transfer of  Rs 1000 per month per household may have 
been enough in 2008, but will it suffice in years to come? This needs to be assessed 
periodically.

?The monthly cash transfer programme under BISP needs to formally incorporate a 
mechanism for households to come out of  poverty.

?The BISP is being positioned as the main safety net programme, with others to be built 
around it. This offers a window of  opportunity through which other programmes such 
as Zakat can be reformed to have a stronger gender focus as well as better targeting and 
delivery mechanisms.

?A number of  gender issues have not been considered under the BISP todate – for a 
programme that is intended to benefit women primarily, the BISP is remarkable in its 
lack of  consultative decision making with women participants, NGOs working on 
women issues, gender activists etc. 

Focal Person: Dr Vaqar Ahmed
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Sanctuary in the city?
Urban Displacement and Vulnerability in Peshawar, Pakistan

The population of  Peshawar has roughly doubled since 1998 to 
about 3.3m people, and it has become one of  the largest recipient 
cities for refugees and IDPs in South Asia. It is also one of  the 
poorest cities; an estimated 29% of  KP's population lives in 
poverty. The government agencies charged with urban 
development have unclear mandates, inadequate resources and 
limited capacity to effectively manage Peshawar's ongoing 
expansion. As the city has sprawled out beyond its originally intended limits, the state has not 
extended basic services and infrastructure accordingly. The study on Urban displacement 
examines the challenges of  displacement in the context of  rapid urbanization. 

• To improve the understanding of  the drivers and consequences of  displacement and 
the impact of  displaced populations in Peshawar. 

• To analyze legal and policy frameworks for displaced populations, both refugees and 
IDPs, with regard to human rights, land and property, housing, protection and urban 
development. 

• To understand the protection threats faced by displaced populations, as how they seek 
to cope with them and how they compare with the threats faced by the resident urban 
poor

• To identify how the aid community can better engage with and meet the needs of  
displaced people in Peshawar, and the implications for humanitarian and development 
policy and programming 

• Primary data collection

• Publication of  a report on Urban Displacement and Vulnerability 

• Research based policy intervention

?Many of  the poor residents, whether displaced or not, face serious problems like 
sustainable livelihoods, access to basic services such as adequate shelter and sanitation, 
and physical security. The study finds that those living outside formal camps were often 
as poor as those residing in camps. Many IDPs choose to live outside the camps for 
cultural reasons (such as lack of  privacy, especially for female family members), or 
because they are no longer allowed to reside there or receive other official assistance 
once their areas of  origin are 'de-notified' or declared secure by the government.

?The most serious challenges for the displaced are often related to their legal status and 
documentation. The lack of  legal protection for refugees and IDPs makes them 
extremely vulnerable to threats and extortion. Decisions and policies for displaced 
populations are highly politicized and unpredictable, adding even greater uncertainty to 
the already precarious plight of  the displaced in Pakistan. 

?Despite opportunities to start new livelihoods or expand existing ones, there are unique 
challenges in doing so for displaced populations. Both Afghans and IDPs reported that 
they find it difficult to access the initial capital needed. All the respondents reported to 
have faced problems in obtaining loans from banks and frequently borrowed from 
Pakistani or Afghan friends and relatives. 

Objectives

Activities 

Findings
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Partner: ODI
Duration: 2012 to May 2013
Locale: Peshawar
Status: Closed
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Recommendations

Migration

Objective

Activities

Findings

?Urgent support is needed to extend basic services and infrastructure to off-camp 
locations. 

?An overall plan and vision for the urban development of  Peshawar is required to 
manage growth and to deliver this plan, partnership with the private sector should be 
explored.

?The government should revise its registration guidelines and IDPs should be given 
logistical support throughout the registration process.

?Donors must devote more resources to assist displaced populations in KP,  FATA, and 
IDPs. 

?After the introduction of  new local government laws, donors should take the 
opportunity to engage with and support the provincial administration in addressing 
problems of  urban governance, planning and displacement. 

?More focus should be given to long-term livelihood support, and skill development 
programmes in Peshawar. This could include skills and vocational training based on 
market research as well as a diversification of  livelihood support to displaced 
populations and long-term residents.

?Particular attention should be paid to livelihood support for displaced women in 
Peshawar. 

Focal Persons:  Irina Mosel and Ashley Jackson

The role of  migration and remittances is vital in South Asian 
economies. Though, migration and remittances have a significant 
impact on development, 'migration policies' and 'development 
policies' have been treated separately in countries' development 
agendas. In this context, it is important to examine the status of  
migration as a tool of  development. 

?The main objective of  the study is to explore relationship between outward migration 
from Pakistan, and development within the country with  special focus on capital stock, 
per capita output growth and education, hypothesizing whether and how these 
variables were related over the last 40 years in the county's history. 

?Historical quantitative analysis,

?Primary data collection

Results from the econometric analysis reveal that emigration numbers have had a positive 
relationship with GDP per capita in the country, negative relationship with capital stock, and no 
relationship with literacy rate. The qualitative analysis, however, does suggest that migration has 
been and is likely to continue to have a relationship with development in the country through a 
variety of  other mediums such as knowledge and technology transfers, export growth via 
diaspora, and remittance flows into the country. Overseas migration can have beneficial spill-

Mainstreaming Migration into the Development Agenda: 
A Case Study of Pakistan
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Partner: Institute of Policy Studies, 
Sri Lanka
Duration: May 2013 to September 2013
Status: Closed
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overs domestically if  the economy provides opportunities for those residing overseas just as 
much as for those settled within the country.

?Migration is mainly triggered by economic conditions within the country. Hence, when 
economic opportunities become low owing to suppressed competition and 
monopolized markets, lesser economic opportunities  can be tapped.

?Migration policies need to look more closely at skill development for those seeking to 
go abroad instead of  focusing narrowly on remittances alone. 

?Higher outward migration flows may not necessarily be bad for the country of  origin. 
Migration plays an important role in knowledge and technology transfers back home. 

?Diaspora provides excellent markets for the export of  the country of  origin. Creating 
joint ventures with diaspora bodies and venture capital initiatives or cross country 
incubators will help propel exports for the country besides providing lucrative markets 
overseas.

Focal person: Safwan A. Khan

This study focuses on  international migration as a livelihood 
activity from a household perspective. Migrant households has 
been compared to non-migrant households in order to understand 
who migrates and who is unable to do so in conflict-affected 
situations, and to understand the opportunities and barriers to 
international migration in the sample areas.

Recommendations 

What is the Role of International Migration? 
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Partner: ODI/SLRC 
Duration: 2013
Locale: Select Union Councils of Lower Dir 
and Swat districts 
Status: Ongoing
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It is a mixed method study and combines econometric analysis of  the baseline survey with 
qualitative fieldwork and analysis of  secondary source with the econometric analysis. 

In exploring migration as a livelihood strategy, particular emphasis has been given on the 
question of  which social-economic groups and members within a household have access to 
migration and which are excluded and the reasons for their exclusion. 

?To consider the role of  migration as a livelihood strategy

?To provide an initial exploration of  links between migration and legitimacy of  government

 

?Primary data collection 

?Partners are analyzing the quantitative survey data carried out in October 2012 under 
the SLRC mainstream research programme. 

?Qualitative data collection started in October with the households, who have reported a 
member migrated outside for work. 

Focal Persons: Dr Babar Shahbaz & Qasim Ali Shah

Karakoram Region is prone to slow onset hazards such as glaciers 
melting, GLOFs, landslides, and erratic rainfall. Mountain 
communities are increasingly abandoning their traditional source of  
income, agriculture and livestock, resorting to male out-migration as 
an adaptation strategy to climate change and environmental pressure. 

In this regard the study examines the effects of  environmental 
degradation and climate change on out-migration, desegregating 
the effects by gender in the Karakoram region with a special focus 
on migration as adaptive strategy and its gendered impact.

?To collect gender disaggregated data on local perceptions of  climate change and 
variability

?To conduct a gender sensitive vulnerability assessment of  affected communities

?To explore the gender dimension of  environmentally-induced migration, and propose 

a framework to analyse it

?To assess whether migration can be a positive adaptation strategy to environmental 

pressure, and whether it could enhance women's empowerment

?Liaise and interact with local institutions and groups of  interest on adaptation policy 

agendas, and widely disseminate a “Gender and Migration Policy Tool”

?Primary data collection

Focal Persons: Talimand Khan & Dr Giovanna Gioli

Objectives 

Activities

Gender

Objectives

Activities 

Gender and Environmental Migration in the Karakoram

?Technical report and two academic publications

?Dissemination of  research findings and policy recommendations
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Partner: Integrated Climate System 
Analysis and Prediction (CliSAP), 
University of Hamburg
Duration: 2012 to  May 2013
Locale:  Ghazir, Hunza, Badin 
Status: Closed
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PSIA of Stipend Program for the Secondary School Girls of KP

A stipend programme for secondary school girls in seven districts 
of  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was framed during 2006-07. The 
programme, which aims to increase secondary school enrolments 
of  females was a part of  the Mid Term Development Framework  
to help reduce the gender imbalances so that the development 
process could work on a more equitable basis. For the year 2007-
08,  the province had 57% literacy rate for males and 20% for 
females. The fundamental reason for this low female literacy rate is  poverty as the girls have to 
work with their parents to earn the basic necessities of  life. The stipend programme intends to 
provide opportunity to the girls from poor families to get education. 

?To review the outputs and outcomes associated with the subject programme and suggest 
ways to improve the effectiveness of  the programme

?To review the overall performance of  the programme in terms of  its progress towards 
the targeted objectives and outcome indicators

?To identify prospective change(s) required in the programme design and compensatory 
schemes to enhance the progress and meet the targets/expected outcomes within the 
programme timeframe.

?To evaluate the transmission channels and its capacity to reach the poor; its impact on 
different groups of  population and the analysis  of  groups to benefit the most from 
them.

?To analyze the educational as well as non-educational factors adding to or detracting 
from the intended impact of  the programme

?To evaluate the role played by the programme in reducing the gender gap in educational 
indicators.

?To assess the monitoring & evaluation system associated with the programme and the 
risk factors, including the role of  Parent Teacher Councils

?To review the process of  stipend distribution

?To identify the actions needed for the better implementation of  recommendations 
taking into account the socioeconomic and institutional factors

?Primary data collection

?Publication of  a  report on PSIA programme 

?Disseminate findings of  the study

?The results of  the present study show that 81% of  females are indulged in household 
chores whereas 10% spends time in non-farm activities to support their families. The 
information from FGDs reveal that in several families, secondary schoolgirls work in 
informal labour markets to support their families. This is a key reason for high dropout 
rate particularly in the poorest regions. The poorest segment wants their children to visit 
their schools regularly, but financial restraints curtail them. The poorest living in 
conflict-hit areas received least transfer payments. Moreover, the amount of  stipend 
was not assessed or revised on scientific basis. 

Objectives

Activities

Findings

S
o

ci
a

l D
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t/
G

e
n

d
e

r

Partner: UNDP
Duration: January 2012  December 2012
Locale: Districts of KP
Status: Closed
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Recommendations

Education

?A committee, comprising representatives from relevant government departments and 
civil society representatives, should be formed to investigate reasons behind such 
lapses. The issues put forwarded by this committee should then be carefully addressed. 

?A public awareness campaign should be launched in hard areas to inform the neediest 
households about such transfer programmes, as officials cited the lack of  financial 
resources as a key reason not to pursue an awareness campaign.

Focal person: Muhammad Zeeshan

The study aims to design a national district-wise ranking of  
education levels using national datasets from Pakistan Bureau of  
Statistics, Academy for Educational Planning and Management 
and Idara-e-Taleemo-Aagahi. The study comprises 145 districts in 
total. FATA, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu Kashmir districts 
are also the part of  the study. 

The rankings include education index and school index. The 
education index measures quality of  education and is based on 

thaccess to education, attainment levels (surviving till 5  grade), achievement levels (reading and 
math ability) and gender parity. 

The schools index measures the quality of  infrastructure available to students, and is based on 
availability of  electricity, water, toilets, boundary walls and building conditions.

Alif Ailaan District Education Ranking

                                         SDPI team present findings of the study at a seminar 

Partner: DfID (via TEP)
Duration: 45 days
Locale: Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore, 
Peshawar and Quetta
Status: Closed



ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE

57

Objective

Activities

Findings

Recommendations

Objectives

Activities

?To use statistics and data to inform stakeholders and the general public about the state of  
education in Pakistan and to begin a dialogue improve educational standards.

?Data collation and entry/data cleaning/data analysis

?Report launch ceremony and advocacy & outreach

?Overall, the state of  education in the country is pretty poor.

?There is a room for improvement everywhere, but Balochistan, FATA and Sindh lag 
behind other regions.

?The Punjab has clearly varied performance on educational indicators based on 
geographic region with Northern, Central and Southern belts performing well, average 
and poorly, respectively.

?While school space is important to absorb increased enrollment, it appears that 
infrastructure is a must, but not a sufficient condition for improvement in educational 
standards. (AJK is highest in education quality, but lowest in school infrastructure). 

?A follow-up proposal has been submitted for an online data observatory, and is currently 
under review by Transforming Education in Pakistan (TEP).

Focal Person: Asif  Memon

The study aims to improve the state of  education through the 
concept of  social accountability. The idea of  social accountability 
is associated with demand side accountability, i.e. local 
communities holding state offices are accountable for their actions 
and decisions. It is a good tool to improve educational outcome. 
Social accountability is useful in reducing principle-agents' 
problems in public sector organizations. 

?To address issues of  enrollment and dropouts through participatory school governance 
in Khanewal and Vehari districts

?To understand administrative and social problems in primary and secondary education 

?To reduce gender gaps in access to education through citizens' engagement

?To bridge gaps in policy formulation and implementation 

?To improve administrative decision-making in hierarchical accountability structure 

?Primary data collection through (FGD & interviews and informal meetings with local 
communities and government officials)

?Constituting accountability committees and improving inter and intra administrative 

Making Quality Education Accessible in Pakistan: 
A Social Accountability Perspective

Partner: DFID through DAI
Duration: February 2013 to June 2014
Locale: Khanewal and Vehari
Status: Ongoing
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?coordination and decision-making 

?Preliminary findings show inadequate strength of  teachers, drop-out and problems of  
access. Moreover, the centralized decision-making and the non-involvement of  
communities in planning and implementation of  education initiatives are serious flaws 
in the existing system of  education. 

Focal Person: Fayyaz Yasin

The International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in 
collaboration with the Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) has launched Fellowships in Governance, Security and 
Justice in South Asia. The programme aims to support students in 
South Asian countries planning to pursue their postgraduate, M. 
Phil and PhD programmes in the fields of  Governance, Security 
and Justice. 

In the first round, five students across South Asia were selected, and in the second round further 
10 students were selected. All of  them are pursuing their Masters' and PhD degrees in their 
respective countries. The programme supports fellows by providing them a monthly stipend and 
tuition fee.

?To build capacity in South Asia at the Master's and PhD levels to produce highly skilled 
professionals, policy makers, scholars and researchers on non-traditional security issues 
in the region 

?To support research on a number of  governance, security and justice sub-themes that 
have a multi-disciplinary focus and imply cross-border solutions

?To build students' skills in research design, academic writing and research dissemination 
through workshop training

?To provide forums for students to network with peers, key professionals and institutions 
in the region and to receive support in publishing research findings

?SDPI will organize a two-day training workshop on “Advance Research Methods” for 
Fellows in December 2013 at its Sustainable Development Conference (SDC).

Focal Persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed & Muhammad Adnan

The programme builds on a growing body of  literature on 
knowledge systems for public policy making in South Asia. It 
specifically attempts to theorize the complex and dynamic 
relationship between two supplier groups of  policy research: 
think tanks and universities with the aim to identify the best 
practices through which external support strengthens both 
groups of  institutions. 

Findings

Objectives

Activities

IDRC-SDPI Fellowships in Governance, Security 
and Justice in South Asia

Understanding Think Tank - University Relationships in South Asia
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Partner: IDRC (Canada)
Duration: March 2012 to May 2017
Locale: South Asian countries
Status: Ongoing

Partners: IDRC (Canada)
Duration: June 2013 to July 2014
Locale: India, Bangladesh, Pakistan 
(Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi, Faisalabad, 
Peshawar)
Status: Ongoing
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Objective

 Activities

Religious Freedom

Activities

?To provide a better understanding of  the relationships between think tanks and universities in 
the South Asian knowledge environment and the ways in which externally provided support may 
affect these relationships. 

?Primary data collection 

?Dissemination of  research findings and policy recommendations

?Development of  the Policy Research Gateway (web-portal)

Focal Persons: Dr Abid Suleri, Arif   Naveed & Zalla Khattak

The study aims to find the international framework and 
mechanisms that exist to protect religious freedom and evidence 
of  Pakistan's commitments to these framework and mechanisms. 
The study discusses the importance of  awareness among 
minorities in Pakistan about international 
frameworks, their rights to religious freedom 
and their real time experience about freedom 
of  religion. It further discusses the 
understanding of  Pakistan's majority 
community as well as the country's obligations 
to protect religious freedom. 

Primary data was collected from different 
areas of  Pakistan. Key informants of  the study 
include religious minorities, government 
officials, civil society organizations, political 
leaders, journalists and social activists.  

?Primary and secondary data collection 
and analysis 

?A report  on the  status of  religious 
freedom in Pakistan is being drafted.

?Training of  Hazara community on 
r e l i g ious  f r eedom has  been  
conducted. The contents of  the 
training included domestic and 
international laws pertaining to 
religious freedom, peace building, 
advocacy and non-violent ways of  
conflict resolution. 

?

?

Promoting Freedom of Belief

Film on the subject of  religious freedom 

Online training course

SDPI advisor on Education Ahmed Salim Khwaja gives away 
certificate to a trainee from Hazara Community

Partner: MRG
Duration: 2012 to 2015
Locale: Punjab, Sindh, KP, Balochistan
Status: Ongoing
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Findings

Peace & Conflict

?The state has not been able to provide protection to religious minorities in Pakistan. The 
translation of  international conventions and framework in the domestic law stays a 
dilemma.

Focal Persons: Ahmed Salim, Dr Humaira & Mome Saleem

Urban violence is not a recent phenomenon. It was a major 
development concern in the last century due to the rapidly 
growing urban population, high pace of  urbanization and 
depleting natural resources. According to an estimate urban 
population is likely to increase around 50 per cent in developing 
countries and 80 per cent in developed countries by the year 2030.

In Pakistan, social competition is evident from ever growing 
ethnic, religious and social feuds. Several ethnic, religious and social groups feel threatened by 
other groups hence leading to violence and crimes of  acute nature. Frustration among youth on 
the basis of  unemployment and lack of  positive engagements within a community leads to 
engagement in criminal activities such as murder, vehicle lifting, mobile phone and jewelry 
snatching, cattle theft, bank robbery, kidnapping for ransom etc. The violence leaves 
psychological, social and economic impacts on the victims and its trickle down effect is also seen 
on the family and society. 

The study aims to explore the dynamics of  violence prevalent in urban centers of  Gujrat and 
RahimYar Khan districts. It focuses on exploring the non-conventional linkages between violence 
and crime. It also focuses on repercussions and response of  masses to gauge the resilience of  
communities.  The study aims at providing a credible data to the policy makers to not only better 

Ecology of Urban Violence

Partner: International Alert 
Duration: May to October, 2013
Locale: Gujrat and RahimYar Khan 
Status: Closed

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) with Hindu community in Rahim Yar Khan
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also assist them to tailor their strategies/policies according to the public needs. 

?To explore the perceptions of  indigenous population, law-enforcement agencies, civil 
society, district government and advocates regarding the reasons of  prevalent crimes. 

?To explore the impact of  urban violence on the psychological, social and economic state 
of  people

?To know the coping mechanisms of  communities 

?To explore nature of  violence experienced by marginalized communities (women, 
youth, ethnic and religious minorities)

?Primary data collection from Gujrat and Rahim Yar Khan 

?Longitudinal study from mainstream newspapers published from the two districts 

?Publication of  a report on Ecology of  Urban Violence 

Focal Persons: Mome Saleem and Sadaf  Liaquat

The widespread community feuds and chaos in the society based 
on religious, ethnic, societal and class differences lead to violence 
and promotes negative attitudes among the youth. Considering the 
current conflict situation in Pakistan, SDPI established 
platforms/mechanisms for the youth, civil society, and local 
government officials to foster greater collaboration towards 
constructive dialogue and understanding of  local conflict 
dynamics hence enabling tolerance and spirit of  co-existance. 

?To enhance the capacity of  Pakistani media (electronic and 
print) to play an active role in promoting peace, tolerance, 
co-existence and non-extremist approach

Objectives

Activities

Objectives

Pakistan Peace Initiative

Field survey in Gujrat

Partner: DANIDA and  SFCG
Duration: August 2012 to November 2013
Locale: 25 districts (Multan, Bahalwalpur, 
Lahore, Sargodah, Sahiwal, Gujrat, Swat, 
Swabi, Charssada, Peshawar, D.I. Khan, 
Manshera, Haripur, North Waziristan, 
Larkana, Sukkur, Hyderabad, Karachi, 
Rawalakot, Muzzafarabad, Mirpur, 
Mustung, Quetta, Gawader, and Gilgit) 
Status: Closed
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?To enhance the capacity of  Pakistani youth and local leaders to explore issues affecting 
them through a constructive, solutions-oriented approach that is geared towards 
reconciliation and conflict transformation 

The study consists of  four phases. In the first phase, baseline survey was carried out in the four 
provincial capitals of  Pakistan and its report was launched in October 2013.

In second phase, mainstream electronic media anchors, youth, and community leaders 
from 25 districts were selected and trained on conflict resolution and peace building methods. 
Subsequently, the trained social capital called peace leaders were enabled to organize dialogues in 
their respective areas on real time conflicts at community level.  Later, the trained  anchors and 
journalists from print, radio and TV produced and aired programmes on the outcomes of  
dialogue forums. The project was implemented through a consortium. In the last phase National 
Peace Summit was held  to bring together peace leaders from across the country. The 
participants included 50 media personnel from electronic media, radio and press. Some 25 youth 
trainees and 75 community leaders also attended the summit. Besides sharing success stories, a 
petition signed by more than 700 people of  different gender and age groups was also presented 
to policy makers. The Summit allowed the trained social capital across the country to develop a 
'Common Vision' for future peace building endeavors. A network to promote peace activities in 
future was also developed with the stakeholders in a roundtable to share lessons  learnt a day 
before the summit.  

?Better service delivery and social justice equates peace

?Quick and easy dispensation of  justice and sophisticated mechanism for accountability 
of  the policy makers

Focal Persons: Mome Saleem & Sadaf  Liaquat

Recommendations

Participants of District Dialogue Forum on “Lack of Responsive Education for Transgender” pose 

for photograph in Lahore
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Youth trainee facilitates  DDF on “Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) and Challenges in 

North Waziristan”- Peshawar

A woman political activist from Gwader City 
share her views on Conflict in the 

Training Workshop in Quetta

TV anchors share their views on National Peace Summit organized by SDPI

Stakeholders from various walks of life sit around the table in Swabi at DDF titled “Threat to polio campaign”
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Partner: IDRC
Duration: July 2013 to June 2014
Locale: IEA (Ghana), Grupo Faro 
(Ecuador), SDPI (Pakistan), CEPA (Sri 
Lanka), and IPAR (Rwanda)
Status: Ongoing

Partner: IDRC
Duration: Nov 2010 to June 2014
Status: Ongoing
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Action Research: Organizational Capacity Development

Objective

Activities

IDRC Think Tank Initiative

Action Research and Organizational Capacity Building

The Think Tank Initiative (TTI) is a programme designed by 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) to strengthen 
the independent policy research organizations to become more 
influential and sustainable. 

The rigorous course of  selection process aims at helping 
organizations identify a long-term strategy to develop its own robust 
research agenda, improve key aspects of  its organizational performance, and increase its ability to 
inform and influence policy. 

TTI helped SDPI embark on a long-term organizational development process and use the 
core funding and technical support to help place the institution on a transformational path. 
SDPI has entered its fourth and last year of  TTI grant. 

Focal Persons: Dr Abid Suleri & Mome Saleem

Action research and Organizational Development (OD) is an 
approach to shape up methodological practices.  Action research is 
a practice for the systematic development of  knowing and 
knowledge, but based in a rather different form from traditional 
academic research.

Existing approaches, processes and technologies have failed 
to improve work performance,  efficiency and effectiveness that 
led research into the socio-psychological factors of  work processes 
or rather the human factors. Likewise most think tank (TT) 
organizations are in need of  undertaking OD. For instance, five TT from TTI cohort came 
together to implement an action research project on Organizational Capacity Building (OCB) 
from Latin America, Asia and Africa i.e. (IEA, Ghana; Grupo Faro, Ecuador; SDPI, Pakistan; 
CEPA, Sri Lanka; and IPAR, Rwanda.) These five institutes chose to work on specific areas 
within their organizations in order to improve their overall organizational performance. 

?To identify best practices in five think tank institutions to improve overall OD through 
action research 

?The case studies and analysis chapters are being written and reviewed jointly within the 
group of  five partner institutes and IDRC. 

?Findings of  the action research will be disseminated at the  Book launch events

Focal Persons: Mome Saleem & Seemi Bano
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Research Coordination

The Research Coordination Unit is the depository for all 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute 

(

 Retreat-2011 was held after SDPI recovered from major setbacks caused due to financial 
constraints post 2005 as a result of  competitive funding received from the International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC). The retreat  helped the institution strategize and settle 
several internal issues. During the retreat, a four-year strategic plan for each unit at SDPI was 
formulated through a consultative process.

SDPI organized Retreat-2013 in February 2013. The purpose of  Retreat-2013 was to analyze 
the progress achieved against the four year strategic plan as well as to revisit and realign its future 
policy research and advocacy focus with the changing political, economic, social and technical 
dynamics in the country.

Strategizing and improving organization's outreach in terms of  forging new partnerships 
using new media tools and disseminating quality research material to wider audiences were the 
plans of  Retreat-2013. It was envisaged that these initiatives, coupled with a strong shared 
vision, will further assist SDPI in being a part of  the policy making process on the most pressing 
issues that Pakistan faces. 

The Retreat-2013 also helped involve the SDPI's core team members to voice their views 
regarding improvement in its internal operational structure as well as thematic prioritization, 
which would result in an effective and successful engagement with its stakeholders. Main 
objectives of   Retreat-2013 were to: 

?Identify key stakeholders and their level of  importance in terms of  SDPI's impact on 
them and how they need to be prioritized in the light of  their influence on it's long-term 
objectives.

?Analyze changing political, economic, social and technological scenarios in which the 
organization operates. 

?Look closely at what SDPI has achieved and whether the objectives outlined by each 
unit have been individually fulfilled through a unit analysis of  Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats (SWOT). The most salient points from each SWOT were 
used to feed into the larger organizational SWOT analysis. 

?Use the information coming out of  each activity and prepare one year workplans, 
which would help to feed into the measure of  SDPI's accomplishments at the 
organizational level.  The Retreat-2013 was planned to revisit strategy in line with the 

the current and ongoing 
research projects and studies undertaken by 
SDPI). It further helps in expanding the research capacity of  individuals in specific and 

the organization generally by building synergies across research units and reviewing their 
outputs. This is done via series of  quarterly in-house Policy Research And Advocacy Meeting 
(PRAM) and weekly Brown Bag Research Meeting (BBRM). Moreover, consolidation and 
representation of  work done by SDPI is also undertaken to help influence policy and create 
evidence literacy among the policy makers. Showcasing policy research work of  SDPI in 
collaboration with advocacy outreach units and web section are also some of  the Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) of  Research Coordination Unit. Currently, the unit comprises 
head of  coordination, research coordinator and assistant research coordinator.

Retreat 2013
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changing national political and global development scenarios. 

The retreat workplans were implemented via a Retreat Follow up Coalition (RFC) headed by 
Senior Advisor, Centre for Capacity Building. RFC helped keep track of  the progress made on 
the work plans. The unit heads are the part of  RFC. The institute was able to produce significant 
policy impact in 2011, 2012 and 2013.

SDPI emphasizes on building capacity of  its young researchers and entourages them to share 
new and dynamic ideas in the realm of  public policy pertaining to sustainable development. 
BBRM is one such platform where research staff  of  SDPI gather together every Friday to share 
ideas and have intellectual, policy and academic debate.

 Focal Persons: Mome Saleem, Arsalan Maken and Mikail Toru

Retreat Follow up Coalition (RFC)

Brown Bag Research Meeting (BBRM):
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SDPI staff at the Retreat-2013

Staff discussing unit wise SWOT at Retreat-2013
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Staff sharing group work on PEST Analysis during Retreat-2013

SDPI Researchers at the Brown Bag Research Meeting (BBRM)

Research and Advocacy staff at the Policy Research Advocacy Meeting (PRAM)

68
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Survey, Monitoring & Evaluation Unit

Survey, Monitoring & Evaluation Unit supports SDPI in its research endeavours by 
providing technical expertise to research staff  in survey designing, development of  
survey instruments for primary data collection, data management and analysis. Since the 

inception of  SDPI, the unit accomplished field research/data collection for numerous projects 
that range from SDPI's own research to impact assessments and evaluations throughout the 
country. The unit has its network of  qualified field researchers/enumerators throughout the 
country for conducting field work for data collection. So far, the unit has also contributed in 
capacity building of  thousands of  young graduates in field survey research. 

More recently, the unit has also taken over the task of  Monitoring and Evaluation which 
involves provision of  M&E services to various projects. A dedicated team of  monitoring 
officers and researchers trained in project evaluation and data analysts perform these functions.

To assist SDPI's research programme through field survey research and conduct customized 
impact assessments and evaluation on behalf  of  SDPI.

?To collect credible and quality data for SDPI as well as customise research.

?To assess & evaluate projects through field survey research.

?To devise and develop survey research design and instruments. 

?To assist research staff  in proposal and report writing by giving technical inputs, 
particularly on research methodology.   

?To hire qualified field researchers / enumerators for data collection, and to impart 
training to them on field implementation. 

?To arrange logistics for field teams and manage field related finance.   

SDPI's credibility and reputation stand on the foundation of  its credible and actionable 
research, which had been achieved after years of  hard work. Credible and actionable research is 
impossible without credible and quality data. Apart from credible and quality data, it is the unit 
staff, permanent as well as short-term field consultants, who represent SDPI outside  who 
follow the norms, values and standards of  the institute in letter and spirit.

Focal Person: Dr Shehryar Toru & Mohsin Kazmi 

Objective

Mandate
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Policy Outreach
& Advocacy



Policy Advocacy & Outreach Unit

As a premier think tank in the country, SDPI's raison d'être is to conduct research and provide 
credible policy advice on issues of  sustainable development. The Policy Advocacy & Outreach 
Unit at SDPI engages in raising awareness, stakeholders' mobilization and partnerships, policy 
advocacy and promotion of  policies, programs, laws and regulations based on sustainable 
development. It also provides platform for dialogue and policy discourse between civil society, 
community and the government.  Findings of  research work and policy input are disseminated 
through media, conferences, seminars, lectures, publications and curricula development. 

One of  the main goals of  the unit is to create awareness and provide active support to 
government, private sector, NGOs, academia and the general public on issues of  sustainable 
development. In consonance with this goal, the unit organizes weekly lectures, seminars and 
conferences. These sessions help educate stakeholder groups and provide valuable public space 
for open debate and intellectual discussion on sustainable development issues. (For detail, see 
Annexure I)

The unit also contributes to the research process by facilitating SDPI researchers in conducting 
research-based seminars. In addition to ensuring SDPI staffs' interviews to media, the unit also 
facilitates SDPI researchers in terms of  media participation and engagement in various 
research-based advocacy events. 

The unit invites scholars and intelligentsia from all 
over the world to deliver special lectures and talks 
to share their knowledge on sustainable 
development issues. Deliberations from these 
sessions are widely disseminated for mass 
awareness. (For detail, see Annexure II)

Networking is an important tool for establishing 
professional relationships, fostering key contacts 
and disseminating information. SDPI networking 
broadly falls within two categories: long-term 
institutional links with other research and policy 
institutes that ensure sustained interaction, and 
professional research collaborations, which grow 
out of  various projects and programmes. The 
latter not only provide useful professional 
linkages but also enrich research findings. 

SDPI is further involved in South-South as 
well as North-South partnerships and 
collaborations with like-minded research institutions and academia. Synergies exist in 
developing consensus-based research themes, undertaking collaborative research, and 
formulating communication and outreach strategies. SDPI believes that such an approach is 
likely to have more credibility with the policy community, especially where regional and global 

Weekly Seminar Series

Distinguished Lecture/Talks

Networking

Seminars 31
Policy seminars 10
Distinguished Lectures 11
Books Launch 5
Conferences 3
Consultations 8
Reports launch 3
Webinars 2
References 2
Training workshops 5
Policy symposiums 1
Essay competitions 1
Press Conferences 1
Roundtables 10
Dialogues 26
National Conferences 1
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issues are concerned. North-South and South-South associations can help dispel 
misperceptions and identify converging interests that lead to win-win situations.

In line with its tradition, the unit has maintained and extended networking with various 
stakeholders, including policy makers and practitioners, political parties, international and 
national development organizations, and academia. 

Media engagement is of  prime importance for coverage and advocacy of  emerging 
sustainable development issues. The unit maintains excellent coordination with national and 
international electronic and print media. Moreover, SDPI staff  participates in talk shows, 
interviews and media discussions on different television channels, besides regular contributions 
to newspapers and active social media engagement. 

Social media, in recent years, has proved to be a driving force in connecting people, sharing 
knowledge and empowering communities. Social media forums are also actively used for 
discussion and discourse generation over various development themes. In this context, SDPI 
maintains a proactive social media presence on popular forums such as Twitter, Facebook, 
LinkedIn, and Tumblr, among others. The PAO Unit at SDPI continues to provide material for 
advocacy and public awareness on sustainable development through social media forums on the 
internet. 

As part of  its core functions, the unit has been actively engaged in research uptake, 
advocacy through media, lobbying for policy change, and direct action. This section showcases 
some of  the key initiatives undertaken during 2012-13 in line with these functions. 

The series of  roundtables and the panel discussion on the civil-military imbalance 
organized by the unit brought together diverse perspectives. Taken together, the debate and 
discussion at the roundtables indicate that Pakistan's democratic transition is fragile, contested, 
and may falter unless the imbalance between the civilian and military sectors of  the state is 
gradually and comprehensively redressed. 

The unit is actively engaged each year in providing advocacy and outreach facilitation for 
the Sustainable Development Conference, a flagship SDPI gathering of  experts from all across 
South Asia. For more details, please refer to SDC section. 

The consultation focused on recent trends in US-Pak relations and the directions in which 
these relations might be heading, given the US withdrawal of  forces from Afghanistan in 2014. 
Participants also discussed US-Pak relations in the context of  regional dynamics, besides 
sharing recommendations on areas for further cooperation between the two countries. 

The unit facilitated a series of  policy symposia on corruption. The broader goal of  these 
symposia was to brainstorm new, practical ideas for strengthening accountability and encourage 
efforts to combat corruption. More importantly, the symposia brought to the forefront the role 
of  civil society in bringing about necessary pressure for reducing corruptive practices. 

Media Engagement

Social Media

Key Initiatives and Achievements 

Series of  Roundtable Meetings on Civil-Military Relations

Regional Policy Forum 

Roundtable Consultation on Pak-US Relations

Anti-Corruption Policy Symposium 
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Report Launch of  Political Barometer

Seminar Series on Political Manifestos, General Elections 2013

Elections Cell 2013

Alif  Ailaan Report Launch

In the run-up to General Elections 2013, the unit organized a report launch for 
presentation of  key findings from Political Barometer: A Study of  Socio-Political Preferences 
of  the People of  Pakistan. The launch event was important to shape up a political discourse 
based on peoples' preferences for parties contesting in the elections.

The unit organized a series of  policy symposia on “Relevance of  Manifestos in Political 

Dynamics of  Pakistan”. Major political parties that contested General Election 2013 were 

engaged to present their party manifestos before the elections. Given the importance of  

manifestos in shaping voting preferences, these symposia were widely covered in domestic as 

well as international media. 

The unit was also vital in establishing an in-house Elections Cell at SDPI during the 2013 polls. 
The Election Cell proved to be an extremely effective tool for creating voter awareness with 
particular focus to ensure women participation and minority rights in the political process. The 
live SDTV and SDPI radio transmissions featured expert opinion, and review and analysis with 
eminent scholars every hour along with latest news and talk shows. 

In partnership with the Alif  Ailaan campaign, SDPI organized a report launch event on 
Pakistan District Education Rankings 2013. The event was also attended by key policy-makers 
and parliamentarians, including State Minister for Education, Mr Baleegh-ur-Rehman, and 
MNA Daniyal Aziz. For more details on report findings, please see the Governance part of  
Research at SDPI. 
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Sartaj Aziz shares manifesto of PML-N at the SDPI’s seminar series on 
Dynamics of Pakistan”

“Relevance of Manifestos in Political 

Dr Abid Suleri speaks at the International Conference on Alternative Media in Pakistan- Opportunities and 
Challenges. Federal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal sits beside him.



National Conference on Local 

Government

Campaigns

Policy Recommendations

Following the local government elections 
decision of  the Supreme Court of  Pakistan, 
the unit organized a National Conference, 
which engaged various political stakeholders. 
The conference sought to raise public 
awareness on the contents of  the bills 
presented by various political parties in their 
provincial assemblies in accordance with the 
relevant constitutional clauses. 

In order to further advocacy on 
sustainable development, the unit has been 
working closely with researchers in designing 
and running advocacy campaigns on various 
themes. The unit organized and facilitated 
demonstrations and special seminars, 
conferences, workshops and policy meetings for 
policy change. Some of  these campaigns include 
the following:

1. Zero Mercury Campaign 
2. Encroachments in River Korang
3. Tolerant Pakistan and Bonded Labour Campaign.  
4. Corporate Social Responsibility in Pakistan
5. AAWAZ UTHA Local Government Campaign -2013

The unit lays special emphasis on extracting and disseminating policy recommendations 
from various advocacy related activities. Attempts are underway to carry these 
recommendations to stakeholders concerned through various channels, including policy 
meetings and coverage in print, electronic and social media.
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Sustainable Development Conference

T

The 

he Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) is a flagship event of  the Institute that not 
only provides a forum for SDPI's own research but also invites other researchers and academics 
from the region to share their work and engage in dialogue with fellow panellists and the 
audience. The SDC series, which has become an annual feature, is also a prime conference in 
South Asia with a major focus on this region. This conference sets the tone and discourse for 
sustainable development in South Asia. SDPI has organised 15 SDCs since the inception of  the 
Institute in 1992. 

thoverarching theme of  15  Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) was 'Sustainable 
Development in South Asia: Shaping the Future', which was held in Islamabad from December 
11 to 13, 2012. 

During the three-day deliberations, speakers from 18 countries looked at the future of  sustainable 
development in South Asia. They analyzed how things will look 20, 30 or even 50 years from now; 
threw light on issues that will be looming large; made concrete suggestions on how to overcome 
future challenges; and, gave practical policy recommendations about a sustainable South Asia that 
we want. Speakers also discussed the challenges that at this day and year are not apparent but may 
become the biggest threat or opportunity in times to come. In their presentations and debates, 
participants provided workable solutions for future threats and challenges.

The 15th SDC showcased 24 panels and three plenary sessions hosting 145 delegates from 18 
countries, including Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, China, Germany, 
India, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Thailand, the 
Netherlands, UK, and the USA. This conference was host to over 1,600 audience spread over 
three days, who participated in the dialogue with the panelists.

Minister for Defence Syed Naveed Qamar was the chief  guest at the opening plenary while Dr 
Nadeem-ul Haq, the deputy chairman of  Planning Commission of  Pakistan, and the Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting Qamar-uz-Zaman Kaira were the guests of  honor at the 
closing plenary. 

The SDC anthology titled 'Redefining Paradigms of  Sustainable Development in South Asia' 
(based on papers presented at the 14th SDC) and SDPI's Annual Report 2012 were also 
launched on the occasion along with the following other publications: 

?Clustered Deprivation: District Profile of  Poverty in Pakistan 

?The SDC Series at a Glance (an Urdu Publication)

?Environment, Trade and Governance for Sustainable Development 

SDPI's Sustainable Development Television (SDTV) showcased a documentary on SDPI's 20 
years and live-streamed the SDC sessions. Video packages of  the sessions are being produced 
and uploaded on the SDPI website. 

The SDC anthology, jointly published by SDPI and Sang-e-Meel publications, was launched at the 
inaugural session of  the fifteenth SDC.

Over the past five to six years, there has been much debate, discussion and argumentation 
about the multiple crises the world has been grappling with, forcing governments and other 

15th Sustainable Development Conference 

th14  SDC Anthology

‘Sustainable Development in South Asia: Shaping the Future'

Redefining Paradigms of  Sustainable Development in South Asia
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institutions alike to critically evaluate systemic concerns 
linked to local, national and global institutions and 
structures. This book showcases research conducted by 
academics from the North and South that tries to 
provide unique and fresh perspective about how some 

of  the challenges South Asia faces can be tackled using innovative, local and 'redefined' 
initiatives and ideas. The purpose of  this book is to share the lessons learned, advice and 
recommendations from advocates in the field of  economics, environment, public policy, social 
sciences and beyond.

New Directions in Energy Sustainability and Climate Change explores transformative advances in 
energy sciences given the complex challenges posed by climate change to modern technology 
requiring researchers to delve into unfamiliar territory such as hydrogen energy especially in a 
country like Pakistan. While fuel cells and a hydrogen infrastructure can together pave a 
sustainable energy future for the country, the state has to play a critical role in encouraging and 
funding R and D in alternative energy. The feasibility of  bringing state forests under a 
community based, participatory institutional framework for effective management of  forest 
resources for Uttarkhand State in Himalaya, India is discussed at length in chapter two. The third 
paper draws linkages between climate change and food security from the perspective of  farmers 
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan, and recommends establishment of  food 
bank, knowledge sharing and investing in climate resilient agriculture.

Sustainable Livelihood 
Options and Local 
Communities  first  
discusses the case of  
Sri Lankan fisher 
communi t y  and  
provides indicative 
insights into the 
tensions between 
local and migratory 
fishermen based on 
pe r ce p t i ons  o f  
i n e q u a l i t y  a n d  
identity, manifesting 
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  

Section 1 

Section 2 

(L-R) Javed Jabbar, Dr Abid Suleri, Syed Naveed Qamar and Dr Saeed 
thShafqat at the inaugural session of 15  SDC

Muhammad Malick speaks at the panel titled  “Will Media be a Catalyst for 
Change?”
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competition for a rapidly declining resource. The case identifies several creative and alternative 
practices for peaceful co-existence. The next two chapters on Nepal look at the political economy 
of  existing land distribution in the country that has caused social exclusion, injustice, inequity and 
disparity leading to skewed power relations; and the inspiring story of  remote Nangi village where 
installation of  a wireless fiber (wi-fi) project has left remarkable impacts on lives of  the local 
populace in the village.

Readapting Forest Management deals with the historical and legal nuances of  forest ownership in 
Swat district of  Pakistan contested by both the state and the people. Based on archival record, 
statutory and oral sources, the paper calls for immediate and urgent action to resolve the crisis 
of  ownership before it escalates into potential conflict. Highlighting Nepal's community 
forestry model, the second paper in this section discusses five innovative interventions for 
implementing REDD+. 

Interrogating Religious and Gender Identities first traces the historical trajectory of  a religiously and 
legally defined citizenry in Pakistan. It argues that Pakistan's political elite instrumentalised 
Islam as means of  forging an all-inclusive national identity in a state marked with religious 
plurality and ethnic diversity, by creating distinctions between Muslim and non-Muslim citizens 
of  the country to exclude one particular community. The chapter on Palestinian women's 
movement recommends that the movement needs to find strategies that maintain the 
connection between achieving Palestinian national rights and women's rights, which has the 
potential to create conditions conducive to reaching women in all sectors of  Palestinian society. 

Integrating Policy Processes with Trade and Development first explores an empirical study of  consumer 
welfare impact of  SAFTA on Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. It highlights the 
need of  trade policy reforms at the regional level in South Asia in order to fuel growth of  trade 
relationship, resulting in better trade facilitation measures, procedural ease and economies of  
scale in the transport sector, better returns and rents from investments in trade infrastructure 
and additional incentives for private enterprises to explore regional markets. The next chapter in 
this section suggests that think tanks should work to build more trust with policy actors in 
government, and ensure that their research findings are easily accessible, relevant and hi-quality 
over time, in a region where post MDG development agendas continue to unfold in highly 
dynamic political, economic and social contexts. Through the lens of  reflexive governance, the 
final chapter of  this book focuses on the emergence of  new kinds of  institutions, strategies, 
processes and interactions in the local governance system in post conflict rural Nepal. It shows 
how differently positioned people enact, subvert, and resist local governance and development 
projects; and, how local governance transpires through ordinary people's participation, 
networked arrangements and articulation of  local state authority and civil-society. 

The SDPI instituted the Life time Achievement Award in Sustainable Development in the year 
2011 to recognize the significant contributions of  SDPI employees that created positive impact 
in the field of  research and development. The Award is given at the annual SDC.

SDPI's Fifteenth Sustainable Development Conference was held in major collaboration with Aawaz, 
a Department for International Development (DFID) funded programme, implemented by 
Development Alternatives, Inc Europe (DAI Europe) and Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI). Other partners in this Conference included the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA); Heinrich Boll Stiftung (HBS); Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) of  the United 

Section 3 

Section 4 

Section 5 

Life Time Achievement Award in Sustainable Development

Partners
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Nations; United Nations for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of  Women (UNWomen); 
Minorities Rights Group International (MRGI); Oxfam International; GIZ; Commission on Science 
and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South (COMSATS);National Centres of  
Competence in Research (NCCR); OXFAM; Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), Canada; 
Prakruthi India; ActionAid Pakistan; and Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC). 

SDPI's Sixteenth SDC is underway from December 10-12, 2013. The overarching theme of  the 

Conference is “Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow”. Details of  the Conference may be 

viewed at http://sdpi.org/sdc/php

th16   Sustainable Development Conference
Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow

SDPI 
Federal Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira

Executive Director Dr Abid Suleri presents SDPI’s publications to the then 

Maj-Gen. (Rtd) Athar Abbas speaks at a panel on “Cilvil-Military Imbalance
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Sustainable Development Television 

SDPI started the first of  its kind web-based TV in Pakistan in the name the Sustainable 
Development Television (SDTV)  in 2011. internal core 
production facility and initial programming was started. The objective of  launching the web-
based TV was to strengthen advocacy and outreach of  the institute on issues of  sustainable 
development in Pakistan. SDTV also broadcast live coverage of  research based policy advocacy 
events. It further produces research based video packages on issues of  sustainable development. 
Every subsequent year it is adding value to its policy outreach whereby programme series with 
expert analyses are aired. 

Sustainable Development Television (SDTV) has successfully embarked on the second 
phase of  its development. It successfully launched current affairs programmes. 48-hour live and 
continuous election transmission was rolled out on May 11 and 12, 2013 and the studio was 
called Election Cell. During the election transmission, live beepers of  SDTV correspondents 
from different locations across the country were received and aired. The staff  was exclusively 
trained internally for the transmission so as to cover the general elections 2013. It was a 
challenge taken by the SDTV

 broadcast. 'Coffee Table,' is the first of  the series with 
the format of  one plus two talk show. The second programme is 'The Morning Show,' which is 
light and candid in presentation, but serious in approach and selection of  content. The third 
programme is also a talk show namely: 'Islamabad On-line.' Urdu versions of  some of  the 
programmes have also been designed.

SDTV has completed two documentaries, one is an SDPI orientation video and another 
named 'Naked Mountains' is about the Ecosystem of  CKNP, Gilgit-Baltistan. The 

In the first phase of  launching, 

 team as a prototype before launching the regular current affairs 
programmes.

SDTV has produced a series of  programmes on Corporate Social Responsibility. At the 
moment, three talk shows have also been

The then Federal Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira in an interview with Sustainable Development 
Television (SDTV) 
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documentary mirrors the climatic changes in the ecosystem. It was an organized field trip in 
which SDTV team covered the community interviews and consultations along with the research 
team. The documentary has been made for CKNP region and has been aired through cable 
network in Gilgit-Baltistan.

SDTV has also completed initial homework to launch a regular news bulletin with a special 
focus on development sector.

Focal Person:  Tahir Dhindsa

Election Cell 2013

SDTV broadcast special transmission on the occasion of  general election 2013 and titled the 
transmission as Election Cell. The transmission featured local and international experts' 
opinion, reviews and analyses by eminent scholars every hour along with latest news and talk 
shows. The purpose of  creating the Election Cell was to monitor the election activities and 
provide information from the field. SDPI observers visited various districts of  the country to 
provide firsthand information from the field to the viewers. The transmission focused and 
highlighted the following:

?Voter rights & election campaign ethics 

?Outreach to expatriate citizens on election updates and processes in the runup to 
election 2013 

ANP leader Afrasiab Khattak talks to anchors at SDTV programme, “Coffee Table”
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?Capacity-building of  media personnel regarding election coverage to enhance the role 
of  media in line with ethical and responsible media practices

?Enhanced participation of  women and youth in polls 

?Carrying citizen complaints to relevant circles to enhance voter turnout  

?Informing citizens and those interested in voting procedures to have a higher voter-
turnout 

?To establish an in-house election cell within SDPI having widespread outreach with 
special focus on women, youth and vulnerable communities across Pakistan 

?To contribute to a free and fair election process in the runup to general elections 2013 in 
the country

?Production of  introductory video on SDPI Election Cell 

?Production of  short documentary on election campaign ethics, voter rights, etc 

?Capacity-building of  media personnel

?Social Media campaign

?Establishment of  a Information Centre, and a Complaint Centre at SDPI

?Establishment of  a Youth Centre, Women's Corner and a Minority Corner at SDPI

?Media Outreach

Objectives

Activities 

Revenue generation

In the third phase, the institute plans

offered by SDTV, UN agencies, universities and other 
organizations have started hiring SDTV for live streaming of  their activities and other 
programmes. This has enabled SDPI to further advocacy and partnership on common issues 
with like-minded organizations. SDTV has now successfully embarked on a path to 'self-
finance,' model.

Focal Persons: Moazzam Bhatti & Tahir Dhindsa

 to establish a full-fledged television channel and would 
telecast its policy programmes through satellite after acquiring  the licensed.

In recognition of  the quality services 
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Ahmed Salim Resource Centre

Ahmed Salim Resource Centre (ASCR) serves as an 
information resource base for the multi-disciplinary 
research at the institute and for general public, 

students, academia and the research scholars in the country 
and abroad. The center with 28,320 quality books and 
documents is one of  the biggest information resource in the 
entire development sector in Pakistan. The resources include 
books, documents, journals, audio and videocassettes, 
CD/DVDs-ROMs, and digital as well as online resources in 
the areas of  development, environment, economic growth, 
education, gender, social sector and agriculture.

There is an exclusive section for government data 
publications. The library subscribes to the local, regional and 
international journals and periodicals. In addition, the library 
receives over 126 serials, including journals, periodicals, and 
newsletters and weekly newspapers. Additional resources are 
available through the Inter-Library Loan Program and the 
Publication Exchange Program.

?To provide information and knowledge to facilitate 
research and development on sustainable 
development in Pakistan.

?To provide constructive debate and policy advice 
to the government, non-governmental 
organizations, the private sector and mass media.

ASRC has grown over the years evolving into an effective coherent mechanism of  
acquisition, processing, organization, creation and dissemination of  information. It undertakes 
the following tasks:

?Select and acquire appropriate resource/research information

?Organize electronically the research information for easy access and use

?Advise and assist people in finding through relevant databases

?Information dissemination through publications, newsletters

?Network with libraries and information/documentation centers

To celebrate the successes and contributions of  Mr Ahmad Salim, the centre was renamed from 
Library to “Ahmad Salim Resource Centre” in 2012. In the same year, he received presidential 
award for his contributions to Urdu Literature. In the beginning of  2013, he received “Friends 
of  Liberation War Honour” award from Government of  the People's Republic of  Bangladesh. 

To facilitate the academia and development sector in Pakistan,  SDPI book bank is going online. 

Objectives

From Library to ASRC

Visual Library
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Now, the virtual library can be accessed for downloading and retrieving research on different 
themes from across the world.

In order to enhance access to information, the ASRC knowledge bank networks with national 
and regional thematically coherent organizations. The ASRC's Publication Exchange Program 
has a fraternity of  18 organizations. Under this programme, SDPI publications are exchanged 
with books and other material published by partner organizations. The ASRC has a formal 
Inter-Library Loan arrangement with Pakistani libraries in Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore.

Besides, ASRC facilitates access to various databases (e.g. IDRC) and online journals, enabling 
the researchers to consult and compare their work with that of  contemporary researchers of  
their relevant fields.

1. Annual Sustainable Conferences - at a glance (Urdu)

2. Environment Trade and Governance for Sustainable Development (English)

2. Social Sector and Sustainable Development (forthcoming, Urdu)

These books comprise the selected research articles and papers authored by eminent writers, 
published in various editions of  SDPI's premier environmental journals Paidar Taraqi and Dharti 
during the last 20 years.

?The centre publishes “Library Bulletin” on monthly basis. This contains news on the 
library activities and updates.

?Efforts are afoot to equip the centre with modern tools and techniques with the help of  
MIS unit.

?SDPI publications are displayed on various occasions to promote research.

Focal Person: Ali Aamer

Networking

SDPI's 20th Anniversary Publications
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English Editorial Board 

Urdu Unit

With its primal editorial importance, English Editorial Board (EEB) is responsible for 
documenting and disseminating the institute's research work while maintaining its quality and 
standard. It acts as a tool of  outreach and advocacy with relevant stakeholders. All the 
publications except project reports/papers, policy briefs/papers are rigorously peer reviewed 
by a panel of  scholars and academics, as well as screened through Higher Education 
Commission's plagiarism software. (For detail, see Annexure III) Later, it goes through editorial 
process. The board also provides guidelines to authors and referees regarding its research 
studies. 

In addition, EEB is responsible for publishing the quarterly Research and News Bulletin, 
The Annual Report as well as taking care of  the editorial policy of  the institute's English 
publications. 

Focal Person: Saleem Khilji

After its revival in 2011, Urdu Unit at SDPI is now also engaged in translation of  books 
published by not only researchers at SDPI but also is undertaking translation work from other 
organizations and individuals.  This year common wealth contacted SDPI to translate its book 
on Peace and Democratic society. The book is in the process of  final editing and review. Urdu 
Translations of  publication in Urdu is meant for wider awareness raising and dissemination of   
research at the grass roots

Focal person: Ahmad Salim
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Center for Capacity Building

Center for Capacity Building (CCB) has been working since 1998 with the aim to impart high 
quality research based trainings on sustainable development to public, private and corporate 
sector organizations/individuals. It has so far trained more than 10,000 individuals, including 
over 5,000 women. The center has a well-established patron list. More than 350 organizations 
and SDPI partners, including NGOs, and private & public sector organizations have benefitted 
from these trainings/workshops. 

The Center develops its capacity on an ongoing basis to deliver training courses conducted 
by SDPI trainers as well as resource persons from specialized fields. These courses strengthen 
associational networks and lead to subsequent collaboration among the public, private and 
NGO sectors in addition to partner institutions. Each year, after intensive in-house 
brainstorming as well as external market research (survey to assess training requirements of  
potential client organizations), the Center prepares and implements a calendar consisting of  
about 25 to 30 short generic and specialized research based courses.

Keeping in line with SDPI's gender integration policy and to encourage women to register 
for trainings, 20 per cent discount is given to every female participant. The same amount of  
discount is available for students as well. In an increasingly specialized world, training remains a 
low or nonexistent priority in many newspapers especially the smaller ones, which account for 
the vast majority of  national dailies. The CCB offers one free seat in each training event to a 
nominee of  the Press Clubs. 15% discount is available for participants, who have previously 
attended SDPI's workshop since 2009.

The year 2013 was satisfying despite the overall reduction in the training expenditures in 
the public and corporate sector. CCB successfully completed the activities planned for 2013 as 
well as conducted customized trainings for development, corporate and public sector 
organizations. CCB also announced its three international trainings, two with IIR Middle East 
[UAE] and one with Cambridge Leadership Associates Middle East [UAE].

During the year, CCB has arranged more than 40 meetings with the HR head of  different 
organizations representing the government, corporate and development sectors. The basic 
purpose of  these meetings was to assess the training needs of  potential clients.

Similarly, 50 proposals have been submitted with different clients for customized 
workshops. The acceptance ratio of  the proposals remained at 60 percent.

In order to build the capacity of  SDPI's young researchers, interns, volunteers as well as other 
senior staff  members, CCB conducted and facilitated the following workshops: 

Gender Sensitization

Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning [MEAL]

English Language 

Leading At The Speed of  Trust

Firefighting and Disaster Management

Proposal Writing & Developing The Research Component of  Project Proposals

Meetings/ Proposals

In-house Capacity Building

?

?

?

?

?

?
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External Capacity Building

Open Enrollment Workshops

Customized Workshops

During the year 2013, CCB has conducted the following workshops:

Essentials of  Community and Social Mobilization

Strategic Human Resource Management

Training of  Trainers on Conflict Resolution and Mediation For Leaders

Creating & Leading High Performing Teams

Time Management

Effective Management Skills for Office Professionals

Leadership & Assertiveness Skills for Women

Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning [MEAL]

Five Leadership Sins of  Middle East Managers

Recruiting, Interviewing & Selecting Employees

Dignified Workplace Champion

Ethics & Professionalism At The Workplace

Monitoring & Evaluation Q&A [Webinar]

Contract Negotiations With Donors

Promotion Camp For High Potential [HIPO] Managers

Media for Peace

Career Planning & Management

Advance Training Workshop of  Youth on Peace Building

First Aid

Leadership Skills

Research Writing Workshop

Religious Freedoms

Leaders for Peace

Community Leaders for Peace

Recruiting, Interviewing & Selecting Employees

Preparation of  PC-I, Report Writing and Presentation Skills

Leaders for Peace

Report Writing

Community Leaders for Peace

Making a Lasting First Impression Every Time

Save the Children

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?
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?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

Leadership Skills, Silver Oaks School

Proposal Development

Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning [MEAL]

MS Excel For Intermediate Users

Team Building

Myers Briggs Type Indicator [MBTI]

MS Excel Intermediate

Advanced MS Excel

Communication Skills

Mid-term Evaluation Review of  WHH's Country Program

Team Building

Report Writing

Diffusion of  Social Accountability Lessons & Intra Administrative Accountability

Constructive Citizen Engagement and School Monitoring for Better Quality of  Public 
Education Delivery

The Center has an ongoing, comprehensive 
evaluation process for its trainings to 
improve quality and identify if  the 
participants achieved the desired goals. 
Participants at the end of  each workshop, 
rate each module and give their candid 
comments on the content, quality and 
usefulness of  exercises and group work. 
The second stage of  training evaluation is 
conducted four months after training 
through on-job post-training assessment 

forms. The participants are encouraged to express their views on how the training has helped 
them in carrying out their jobs. 

Evaluation Process for Trainings 

In-house Workshops 
for SDPI
Customized 
Workshops
Open Enrollment 
Workshops

10

42

15

67Total Trainings

Male: 732 | Female: 559 | Total: 1291

Male to Female Participation 
Ratio in CCB Trainings in 2013
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The graph below represents the cumulative quantitative feedback received from participants:

Participants Comments

Following are some comments that we received from our trainees:

“It was very useful. The trainers were good at making the concepts clear. The training was well 
designed and delivered to meet the objectives.”

“The knowledge imparted to us will be useful in application on our job”

“This is the best training which will definitely benefit us as an individual as well as an 
organization.”

?

?
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?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?
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“Very practical and useful. Learnt many things in a logical way”

“The training was very useful especially for the people belonging to the development 
sector who can use the knowledge gained in the workshop for planning and monitoring 
of  the projects.”

“The course was very useful and it was very well structured”

“The training was very useful and I really enjoyed it”

“The training was useful and lessons could be reflected in day to day life”

“What is learnt here will be applicable in our daily life”

“This training removes our fear of  facing the audience”

“Things that I learned through this training will be applied in the office environment”

“Before this training I have faced lots of  challenges in the field due to some gaps in 
mobilization. But after this training I will implement all the tools which I have learned, 
and all my gaps in mobilization have been filled after this training.”

“This training covers the subject very well, and trainer explained the topic in an 
excellent way. This training will be helpful in the implementation of  processes. It was a 
very good event to learn and polish the skills of  social mobilization.”

“The training was very useful for clearing our concepts on gender and especially gender 
analysis and evaluation on the impacts of  provisional budget.”

“The workshop was excellent and it sensitized us about gender issues”

“I am very much confident, after having done this training, that I shall be in a better 
position to handle customers”

“It was a very useful training which will help me a lot in my professional life”

“It was very useful for me to identify my strengths and weaknesses”

“It helped me learn how to make my writing more effective and impressive”

“A good job done by SDPI to bring all the units as one team”

“This workshop gave us a good opportunity to share our real/practical problems”
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“The training was well structured 
and content was very good and 
informative. Trainers were very 
cooperative.”

“People who are newcomers in 
professional life are lucky that they 
are attending such types of  
workshops. When I entered the 
professional life I had learned 
these things by experience.”

Center for Capacity Building jointly 
launched training workshops with two 

international organizations [IIR Middle East (UAE), Cambridge Leadership Associates Middle 
East (UAE)] for workshops in Pakistan and in the UAE. 

SDPI–CCB and its team members got membership for American Society for Training and 
Development [ASTD] and LUMS Library to utilize training sources like articles, case studies, 
role-plays, audio, video and other static training content. Gaining memberships of  SHRM and 
CIPD are in process.

Senior Advisor Capacity Building attended a training on Leading at the Speed of  Trust 
– Franklin Covey Pakistan, Lahore 

Partnerships

Memberships Gained

Capacity Building of  CCB Team

Certificate Template for Participation 
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Senior Advisor Capacity Building conducted a survey of  25 national and international 
NGOs on Succession Planning in the Development Sector

Senior Capacity Building Specialist conducted two international webinars. One was on 
Five Leadership Sins of  Middle East Managers and the second on Developing Leaders 
in the Middle East.

Senior Capacity Building Specialist attended the training on Accreditation Workshop 
on Leadership Styles & Organizational Climate – Hay Group, USA

Assistant Training Manager attended a training on Facilitation Skills – Learning Minds, 
Islamabad

Assistant Training Manager conducted research survey on Tools for Healthy Schools: 
Promoting Health Education in Pakistan [Health Issues at Schools] – [Karachi, Lahore, 
Multan, Rawalpindi, Khanewal, Vehari, D.I.Khan, Peshawar, Islamabad, Azad 
Kashmir]

Assistant Training Manager conducted research survey in eight national and 
international NGOs on Training Needs Assessment of  Community and Social 
Mobilizers

CCB conducted a survey of  25 national and international organizations on Succession 
Planning of  High Potential Managers in the development and corporate sectors

Training Associate conducted survey of  50 development, corporate and government 
organizations on MS Office to identify commonly used features and problems faced by 
users

Training Associate attended a training on MS Excel Advanced –PIM, Lahore
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Finance Unit

F

Human Resource Unit

Administration Unit

inance Unit is responsible for ensuring reliable financial reporting, effective & efficient 
financial operations, safeguarding assets and compliance with applicable laws & 
regulations.

During the financial year 2012-13, the unit grew both in professional as well as in 
organizational capacity. The financial management software was upgraded from single user 
license to three user license due to the increased workload. The sub-division of  Finance Unit 
into Accounts Section & Projects Section was deemed a necessary action in streamlining the 
rapidly increasing support functions due to increase in activities of  the institute. 

The major functions, which the unit takes care of, can be summarized as: 

Budget Planning & Controls

?Financial Accounting & Related Matters

Statutory, External and Internal Financial & Management Reporting

Internal Controls

Human Resource Unit is primarily responsible for selection and recruitment of  staff, leave and 
attendance management, employee-related benefits, (including Group Life Insurance, Health 
Insurance, Travel Insurance, Provident Fund, Gratuity etc) resignations, developing and 
implementing HR policies, strategies and systems.

The unit implemented Performance Management System during the year 2012-2013 
wherein performance of  54 employees was taken up this year. Centralized online shortlisting 
has been introduced with the help of  NK MIS Web Section through SDPI's website. Online 
jobs are posted through recruitment web sites like rozee.pk & HRDN to improve the quality of  
human resources on need basis. It is working on different modules of  HRMIS to support HR 
functions such as attendance/leave record, online record keeping and reporting etc. Moreover, 
staff/personnel files are updated in compliance with the audit requirement. 

In the backdrop of  its advocacy and policy outreach plans, SDPI organizes a large number of  
events and programmes. The role of  administration unit is paramount in the arrangement of  
such programmes. With the growth of  projects, the unit has evolved a set of  responsibilities 
ranging from the provision of  conducive environment to facilitating the researchers and staff  
working in the field. Several initiatives have been taken to improve efficiency of  the unit. The 

?

?

?

?

Internal Audit and Compliance Unit

Recently established, Internal Audit and Compliance Unit, having functional reporting to 
Board Finance and Audit Committee and administrative reporting to Executive Director, will be 
responsible for planning and conducting operational, financial and compliance audits and 
reviews; covering strategic, operational, financial and compliance risks, to evaluate the 
effectiveness of  internal controls; making value added recommendations to senior 
management.
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unit is fully concentrating on the automation of  systems to save time and energy of  colleagues 
working at SDPI. 

 Now, the total number of  staffers at the unit is 28 that include Head of  Administration, 
Manager Administration, Admin Officers, Assistant Admin, and Office Assistants, Front Desk 
Information Secretaries, Drivers, Janitors, Gardner and Security Guards). 

The IT unit of  Nasir Khan Management Information System (NK-MIS) has upgraded its 
information technology infrastructure, and now has moved to the technology of  server 
virtualization and cloud computing to keep pace with the latest technology. Through the 
technology of  remote management, the unit has enhanced its network and systems 
troubleshooting.

NK-MIS IT unit has upgraded the standardized server room and provided most of  its 
users with laptops, giving them the opportunity to work anytime and anywhere to manage 
energy crisis.

NK-MIS IT Unit 

NK MIS – Web Section

Web Unit at SDPI deals with design, development, management and maintenance of  websites 
and web applications. It also facilitates video conferencing and live streaming during SDPI 
events and helps enhance the organization's outreach via social media. With a vision to become a 
professional web development and solution-oriented team by effectively utilizing SDPI 
information, resources and emerging technologies, it is working to empower the institute with 
result-oriented and quality applications and services. 

What's New in 2013?

1. New layout with enhanced features of  the following websites:

a. Sustainable Development Policy Institute (http://www.sdpi.org) 

b. Sustainable Development Television (http://www.sdpi.tv) 

c. SDPI-IDRC Fellowships

2. Development of  new websites (on the ground of  web applications):

a. Election Cell 2013 (http://elections.sdpi.org) 

b. Policy Research Gateway (http://policyresearchgateway.sdpi.org) 

thc. 16  Sustainable Development Conference (http://www.sdpi.org/sdc.php) 

3. Live coverage of  election transmission by SDTV, including other weekly or periodical 
SDPI events.

4. Launch of  internet based Sustainable Development Radio for low bandwidth users.

5. Increased outreach via social media networking.

Screen shots of  the websites are as follows:

Screen Shots
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Web Page: Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)
www.sdpi.org
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http://www.sdpi.org
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Web Page: Sustainable Development Conference (SDC)
http://www.sdpi.org/sdc
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Web Page: Sustainable Development Television (SDTV)
www.sdpi.tv
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Web Page: Eelection Cell 
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Web Page: Policy Research Gateway
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Management Committees
At SDPI, the role of  management committees is very vital. The committees are constituted to 
assist the executive director for the smooth and efficient functioning of  the institute. Their main 
function is to make the management system more participatory and democratic. Each 
committee is headed by a fellow/nominee of  the executive director and the membership ranges 
from support staff  to the junior and senior research staff. All such committees are advisory in 
nature and their recommendations may only be implemented if  CFA/ED endorses them.

Following is a brief  introduction of  these committees:

Purchase Committee is responsible to oversee the general purchases and makes sure that 
the system is transparent and that the goods purchased are cost-effective and of  good 
quality. It selects the vendors for various purchases and approves quotations. 

The Recruitment Committees (RCs) act as advisory bodies to the ED/CFA in the 
recruitment of  staff. The Research Recruitment Committee facilitates recruitment of  
research and research-related staff, and the Admin Recruitment Committee facilitates 
recruitment of  administrative staff.  

The Civil Behavior Committee deals with the issues of  grievances, discipline, civil behavior 
and staff  welfare. The committee ensures that the norms and values of  the institute as well 
as the rules and procedures are respected by every staff  member. The activities include 
enquiries and recommend appropriate actions within the provisions of  staff  rules for any 
misconduct, unwanted behavior, etc. It also looks after the issues like medical facilities, 
gratuity etc. Head of  HR unit becomes a full member of  CBC/SWC.

The Web Committee is an advisory committee to the ED/CFA on matters relating to SDPI 
website management. 

The Media Relations Committee is an advisory committee to the ED/CFA on matters 
relating to SDPI media relations management. The core function of  the committee is to 
promote SDPI's programme through media and publications, and create space for 
progressive ideas in the media with special emphasis on SDPI's research themes.

This committee is set up to look into the issues of  misconduct, which could be termed as 
gender harassment. The objective of  this committee is to protect the rights of  both sexes at 
the institute in terms of  gender-based violence and any kind of  discrimination of  either sex. 
The committee has equal membership of  both the sexes. 

The committee also takes guidance from the Code of  Conduct for Gender Justice at the 
workplace in defining gender harassment, initiating proceedings and completing 
investigation and inquiry, except that it cannot take a decision but make a recommendation 
to the ED/CFA for a decision and implementation. The ED upon receiving a complaint 
directly or indirectly constitutes the Gender Harassment Committee for complaints related 
to gender justice. The affected person is encouraged to talk to ED or any colleague s/he 
feels comfortable with.

In case of  any grievance, an Appeal Committee (AC) is formed by the ED or CFA to review 
the appeal and make recommendations to the ED or CFA.  The committee is generally 
represented by a CFA member as chair, a plaintiff's representative and a member of  the 
CBC/SWC. 

1. Purchase Committee (PC)

2. Recruitment Committees (RCs)

3. Civil Behavior Committee/Staff  Welfare Committee (CBC/ SWC)

4.     Web Committee

5. Media Relations Committee

6.    Anti-Gender Harassment Committee

7. Appeal Committee
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Now, when S stDPI has entered its 21 year of  establishment the motivational level of  its 
employees is very high. SDPI's present and ex-family members are proud of  its 
flexible working environment as well as unique traditions. During the last couple of  

years, the staff  has increased due to expansion of  work load. Now, it has 150 members. In spite 
of  workload, the social activities are regularly organized in order to maintain the energy level 
among its members and to unite them as a stronger team. This year SDPI family has celebrated 
the following events:

This event is organized twice a year. The 
basic purpose of  is to provide a serene 
environment to the SDPI family so that the 
members could share their ideas, meet & 
greet each other, and have fun along with 
their families. Different activities like parody 
karaoke songs, passing the parcel, musical 
chair; treasure hunt, SDPI's got talent, are 
planned to entertain the participants. Both 
the old and new colleagues are invited to 
attend this gathering.

 Despite their busy schedule, Sdpians always 
seek to explore the new avenues for outing. 
This year SDPIANS organized separate trips to 
Murree, Khewra Salt Mines, Kallar Kahar and 
Nathiagali were organized. In all these trips, 
majority of  the colleagues participated to make 
them memorable.

Holding Mehndi functions for its colleagues on 
the eve of  their marriage dayis also a very 
colourful event at SDPI. This year, four of  our 
colleagues got married and SDPIANS whole-
heartedly organized their Mehndi functions. 
These functions were recorded by SDTV and  
a short video package was produced.. Stage 
decoration, flowers, dhol, bhangra, songs, and 
traditional dances make the celebrations even 
more attractive. 

Birthday is always a special day to celebrate, and 
Sdpians make this day even more special by 
celebrating birthdays of  their colleagues. These 

Social Get Together

Outing Trips

Mehndi Functions

Birthday Celebrations
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Lunch in honour of a newly-married colleague

Colleague out to a hill station for a hike on Sunday
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parties are generally hosted by close friends or department colleagues, while all the SDPI 
family is invited to celebrate the occasion during lunch breaks. 

At SDPI, there is a trend of  organizing a 
farewell party for the colleagues who either 
switch their jobs or leave for higher studies. 
These parties are generally celebrated on the 
office premises in order to ensure the 
maximum participation, however, sometimes 
these are also hosted outside the office.

The colleagues at SDPI also go for hiking on 
Sundays. This year several hiking trips were 
organized. The participants visited Margalla 
Hills, and Murree Hiking Tracks.

SDPI family has a large number of  cricket fans, 
and they are always on their feet to support the 
cricket team. Following the tradition this year 
also the World Cup Semi Final between 
Pakistan and India was showed at SDPI on big 
screen. Sdpians have good insight about cricket, 
and they love to watch the match together at 
SDPI. Sdpians also have a cricket team and they 
used to play matches on weekends.

Farewell Parties

Hiking Trips

Cricket Match 
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Colleagues celebrating mehndi function at SDPI

Celebrating birthday among colleague 

A trip to Murree during winter time

109



ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE

O
n

ce
 S

D
P

Ia
n

, a
lw

a
ys

 S
D

P
Ia

n

Winning team of SDPI 
cricket match 2013

A trip to Khewra 
Mines

A trip to Kalar Kahar
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Seminars

1.     Missing Children: A Wakeup Call for Society? (8th November 2012)

2.     Sufi Message: Love, Peace and Harmony (14th November 2012)

3.     A Historian's Tale of Sectarian Violence: Essence or Contingency? (15th November 2012)

4.     Civil-Military Imbalance and its Policy Implications (28th November 2012)

5.     Workshop on Plural Business Partnership for Peace: Perspective from Pakistan (3rd 
December 2012)

6.     'World Competition Day 'Adverse Impact of Cartels on the Poor (5th December 2012)

Speakers:

?Dr. Moeed Pirzada, Director World Affairs, PTV

?Mr. Hussain Asghar, Director FIA, Former IG, GilgitBaltistan

?Mr. Abu Bakar Waqar, Child Protection Specialist, UNICEF Islamabad

?Mr. Fazal Noor, Urban Specialist, UN Habitat Pakistan and Country Representative, 
Ashoka Foundation, USA

?Mr. Muhammad Ali, President, Roshni Helpline

Speakers:

?Dr. Muhammad Khalid Masud, Director General, Islamic Research Institute (IRI)

?Mr. Ahmad Salim, Senior Advisor, SDPI

?Dr. Humaira Ishfaq, Writer and Post Graduate Teacher of Urdu Literature

?Speakers:

?Dr. Muhammad Khalid Masud, Director General, Islamic Research Institute ( IRI)

?Dr. Syed Nomanul Haq, Professor at LUMS and Executive Advisor, Oxford University Press 
LUMS. 

?Mr. Harris Khalique, Writer and Poet, Realizing the Right to Social Security: Towards New 
Solutions

Speakers:

?Mr. Ejaz Haider, Senior Advisor, SDPI 

?Mr. Ilhan Niaz, Quaid e Azam University

Speakers:

?Mr. Muhammad Ali, Chairman, Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan 

?Dr. Vaqar, Deputy Executive Director SDPI

?Mr. Nabeel Goheer, Director Monitoring and Evaluation, CommonWealth Secretariat, 
London

?Mr. Safwan Aziz Khan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute 

?Mr. Naseer Memon, Chief Executive Officer, Strengthening Participatory Organization

?Ms. Ross  Ferguson, DFID Pakistan

?Mr Phillip Edward Vernon, Program Director, International Alert, UK

Vernon, Program Director, International Alert, UK

Speakers:

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Head-Economic Growth Unit, SDPI

Annexure I
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?Ms. Nadia Nabi, Director Enforcement, Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) 

?Mr. Mian Waqas Masud, Director, Fazal Industries (pvt) Ltd.

?Mr. Waseem Hashmi, Manager Coordination and Outreach, Consumer Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (CRCP)

Speakers:

?Dr. Abid Sulehri

?Ms. Tahira Abdullah

?Friends, Family, Colleagues 

Speakers:

?Mr. Ejaz Haider

?Mr. Zahid Hussain

?Dr. Ilhan Niaz

?Ambassador Tariq Fatemi

?Mr. MosharrafZaidi

?Ms. Maria Sultan 

?Ms. SafiyaAftab

?Major-General Athar Abbas

?Lt-Gen Agha UmerFarooq

?Mr. Imtiaz Gul

?Mr. Ahmer Bilal Soofi

?Mr. Khalid Rehman

?Mr. Raza Rumi

?Mr. Khurram Dastagir

?Ms. Nafisa Shah                              

?Mr. Jonathan Pratt 

?Mr. Stephen Roeken

Speakers:

?Mr. Ejaz Haider

?Dr. Elhan Niaz

?Air Vice Marshal (Retd.) ShahzadChaudhry

?Dr. Moeed Pirzada

?Mr. Talimand Khan

?Dr. Joana 

?Speakers:

?Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, Secretary General, PML-Q  

?Mr. Raza Naeem, Literary Critic and teaching Sociology at FAST-NU and at Grace College 
of Business Studies , Lahore

?Speakers:

?Dr  Tariq Banuri, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, USA, & Founding ED, SDPI 

7.     Tribute to (late) Asad Rahman Shaikh (December 6th, 2012)

8.     Roundtable Consultation on Pak-US Relations (18th December, 2012)

9.     Civil-Military Roundtable (21st December 2012)

10.     The Arab Spring Two Years On, and the Destruction of Gaza: Results, Prospects, and 
Consequences (24th December 2012)

11.     Landscaping Policy Relevant Research in Pakistan: Identifying the key actors (31st 
December 2012)
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?Mr. Arif Naveed, Visiting Associate, SDPI and doctoral student at University of 
Cambridge, UK

Speakers:

?Eng. Asif S. Khan, Director General, Pakistan Environment Protection Agency (Pak-EPA), 
Islamabad

?Mr. Syed Zaheer Ahmad Gilani, Executive Director/NPM, Ministry of Climate Change, 
Pakistan

?Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Senior Advisor, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial 
Development, SDPI

Speakers:

?Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, Secretary General, PML-Q  

?Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior Research Associate, Climate Change Study Center, 
SDPI

Speakers:

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, (SDPI)

?Mr. Jean-Luc Stalon, Deputy Country Director (Programmes) United Nations 
Development Programme, (UNDP) Pakistan

?Mr. Shakeel Ahmad, Programme Officer, UNDP- Pakistan

Speaker:

?Dr. Syed Nazre Hyder, Senior Advisor, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)

?Dr. Adam Webb, Resident Professor of Political Science, Johns Hopkins University's 
Hopkins Nanjing Centre, China

Speakers:

?Mr. Khurram Dastgir Khan, MNA PML-N and Chairman, NA Standing Committee on 
Commerce 

?Dr Asif Saeed Memon, Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist, SDPI 

?Mr. Hamza Abbas, Consultant, SDPI

?Mr. Fayyaz Yasin, Researcher, SDPI    

?Speakers: 

?Professor Dr. Manzoor H. Soomro, Chairman, Pakistan Science Foundation 

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director SDPI

?Dr. Khawaja Senior Advisor SDPI 

12.     Regulating Global Mercury Uses and Releases Control- Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee Fifth Meeting (INC-5) - Issues and Concerns for Pakistan (7th January 2013)

13.     Climate Change as National Security Threat (21st January 2013)

14.     Consultations on Post 2105 Development Agenda from Pakistan Perspective (23rd 
January 2013)

15.     Rural Communities, Modernity, and Space for an Economy of Values: A Global Perspective 
(24th January 2013)

16. Launch of AAWAZ Baseline Studies Islamabad (30th January 2013)

17.     Launch of AAWAZ Baseline Studies Peshawar (1st February 2013)

18.     Essay Competition: Sources of Chemicals like Mercury and Their Impacts on Environment 
and Health (4th February 2013)
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19.     Launch of AAWAZ Baseline Studies Lahore (6th February 2013)

20.     The un-official performance of official business in Pakistan: The interface with state 
bureaucracy and citizens (7th February 2013)

21.Democracy: Socio- Political and Cultural Pre- conditions (11th February 2013)

22.     Non-Traditional Security Threats: Global Governance System to Combat the Challenges 
(18th February, 2013)

23.     Coal Water Slurry: An effective way to overcome Energy Crisis (25th February 2013)

24.     Indus River Basin (27th February 2013)

25.     Regional Connectivity and Economic Growth in South Asia (4th March 2013)

26.     Political Barometer: A Study of Socio-Political Preferences of People of Pakistan (5th 
March 2013)

Speaker: 

?Dr. Shehryar Khan, Consultant Public Sector Governance

Speakers:

?Mr. Nasim Bajwa, Barrister and Editor, People's Voice, UK

?Dr. Asif Saeed Memon, Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist, SDPI 

Speakers:

?Ambassador (Retd) Akram Zaki, Former Senator and Chairman Senate Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 

?Ambassador (Retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors, and Former 
UN Assistant Secretary General

?Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior Research Associate, Climate Change Study Center, 
SDPI

Speakers:

?Mr. Salman Qaisrani, Director CWS Energies Private Limited

?Mr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Senior Advisor, Water and Energy Unit, SDPI

Speakers:

?Mr. Shams-ul-Mulk, Former Chief Minister, NWFP and Chairman WAPDA

?Ambassador (Retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Former UN Assistant Secretary General and 
Member Board of Governors, SDPI

?Mr. Michel, Research Associate and Director Environmental Security Program, Stimson 
Center, Washington DC, USA

?Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan, Vice Chancellor, University of Agriculture, Faisalabad

?Mr. Khalid Mohtadullah Country Director, International Water Management Institute 
(IWMI)

?Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior Research Associate, Climate Change Study Centre, 
SDPI

Speakers: 

?Mr. Muhammad Naveed Iftikhar, Governance Specialist, Economic Reforms Unit (ERU), 
Ministry of Finance

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI 

?Mr. Tahir Dhindsa, Editor, Economic Policy Bulletin, SDPI 

Speakers:

?Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI 
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?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI 

Speakers: 

?Mr. Shams-ul-Mulk, Former Chief Minister, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

?Brigadier (retd) Musaddiq Abbasi ,DG, Awareness and Prevention, NAB

?Dr. Kaiser Bengali, Renowned Economist

?Mr. Syed Kamal Shah, Former Federal Secretary Interior, Islamabad

?Prof. Robert Klitgaard, Claremont Graduate University, California, USA

?Mr. Sakib Sherani, Former Economic Advisor, Ministry of Finance

?Mr. Karamat Ali, Executive Director, PILER

?Dr. Nadeem Iqbal, Executive Coordinator, The Network for Consumer Protection

?Professor Abdul Razzaq Sabir, Director, University of Balochistan

?Mr. Ali Salman, Director, Policy Research institute of Market Economy (PRIME)

?Mr.  Umar Cheema, Special Investigative Correspondent,  Islamabad

?Dr. Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI 

Speakers:

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

?Mr. Muhammad Zeshan, Economist, SDPI

?Dr. Aisha Anees Malik, HoD, Social Science and Assistant Professor, Iqra University

?Ms. Maria Tahir, Programme Manager, Pakistan Coalition for Education

Speakers:

?Mr. Syed Masood Kausar, Information Secretary, PPP and Former Governor, KPK

?Mr. Syed Talat Hussain, Analyst and Senior Anchor, Express News

?Mr. Raza Rumi, Writer, Columnist and Director, Jinnah Institute

?Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Speakers:

?Mr. Ahmad Jawad, Deputy Secretary Information, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

?Dr. Humayun Mohamand, Head, International Chapter, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

?Dr. Khalid Jamil, Executive Director, Journalist for Democracy and Human Rights 

?Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)

Speakers:

?Senator Haji Adeel, Awami National Party (ANP)

?Mr. ZafarUllah Khan, Head, Centre for Civic Education (CCE)

?Mr. Mubarak Zeb Khan, Journalist and Analyst 

?Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)

27.     Policy Symposium on Anti-corruption Strategy (20th March 2013)

28.     Female Education in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (25th March 2013)

29.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) (1st April 2013)

30.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Policies of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) (3rd April 2013)

31.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of 
Awami National Party (ANP) (8th April 2013)
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32.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) (12 Apr 2013)

33.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Pakistan 
Muslim League- Nawaz (PML-N) (15 Apr 2013)

34.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of 
Pakistan Muslim League Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q) 

35.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazalur Rehman (JUI-F)  (18th April 2013)

36.    Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP) (19th April 2013)

37.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Balochistan 
National Party (BNP) and Pakistan Muslim League-Functional (PML-F) (22nd April 
2013)

Speakers:

?Mr. Syed Haider Abbas Rizvi, Former MNA, Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM)

?Mr. Faisal Sabzwari, Former MPA,  Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM)

?Dr. Pervez Hoodbhoy, Academic

?Mr. Mukhtar Amed, Analyst 

Speakers:

?Senator Sartaj Aziz, Chairman, Manifesto Committee and Senior Vice- President, Pakistan

?Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N)

?Mr. Zahid Hussain, Analyst

?Mr. Imtiaz Gul, Political Analyst

 

Speakers:

?Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, Secretary General, PML-Q  

?Lt-Gen (R) Talat Masood, Senior Analyst 

?Dr. Muhammad Islam, Dean Iqra University, Islamabad

?Ms. Fouzia Shahid, Analyst and Former Secretary General, Pakistan Federal Union of 
Journalist

Speakers: 

?Mr. Malik Sikandar Khan, Deputy Secretary General, Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazalur 
Rehman

?Mr. Saleem Safi, Senior  Analyst and Anchor Geo TV

?Mr. Hassan Khan, Political Analyst 

Speakers: 

?Begum Shahnaz Wazir Ali, Former MNA, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)

?Senator Saleem H. Mandviwalla, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)

?Mr. Ejaz Haider, Senior Media Analyst

Speakers: 

?Mr. Asif Baloch, Member Centre Executive Committee,  Balochistan National Party (BNP)

?Mr. Kunwar Qutubuddin Khan, Chief Organizer and Former MNA, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Functional (PML-F)

?Mr. Sheikh Anwar Saeed, Secretary General and Former, MPA
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38.     Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) (23th April 2013)

39.     Awam Chahtae Hein (25th April 2013)

40.     Development Challenges Confronting Pakistan  (6th May 2013)

41.     Development Priorities for New Government – The Way Forward (14th May 2013)

42.     Pre-Budget Seminar: Agenda for Stabilization & Economic Growth (21th May 2013)

43.     Tax Break for Economic Freedom: The Case of Divorced Mothers, Divorced, Disabled and 
Never Married Women in Pakistan (27th May 2013)

Speakers: 

?Dr. Farid Ahmad Piracha, Deputy Secretary General,  Jamaat-e-Islami

?Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed, Analyst

Speakers:

?Mr. Ziauddin Ahmed, Executive Editor, Daily Express (Tribune)

?Mr. Jan Achakzai, Renowned Economist 

?Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI 

?Mr. Mubarak Zeb Khan, Journalist and Analyst 

?Speakers: 

?Professor Dr. Anita M. Weiss, Head of International Studies Department, University of 
Oregon, USA

?Dr. Saba Gul Khattak, Former Member, Planning Commission of Pakistan

?Ms. Khawar Mumtaz, Chairperson, National Commission on Status of Women 

?Mr. Badar Alam, Editor, Herald Pakistan

Speakers: 

?Dr. Tariq Banuri, Professor, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, USA and Former, Director, UN 
Department for Economic & Social Affairs (UN DESA) New York 

?Dr. Rehana Siddiqui, Joint Director, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)

?Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI)

?Ms. Mome Saleem, Research Associate, SDPI

Speakers:

?Dr. Ashfaque H. Khan, Dean, National University of Science and Technology (NUST) 
(Macro Economics Stabilization) 

?Dr. Safia Aftab, Head, Strategic and Economic Policy Research, Islamabad (Social Sector 
Challenges for Budget 2013-14) 

?Mr. Mian Ramzan, Chief Executive Officer, TMR Consulting  (Business Community Way 
Forward for Budget 2013-14) 

?Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad (Energy Sector Challenges in 
Budget 2013-14) 

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad (Balance of Payment 
Challenges in Budget 2013-14) 

Speakers: 

?Dr. Rakhshinda Perveen, Executive Director, Sachet 

?Dr. Huma  Ibrahim, ex-President, Women's Caucus of African Literature Association, USA 

?Dr. Usman Mustafa, Economics of Conflict, Security, and Development Centre, PIDE
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44.     Karachi Weds Lahore: Urdu-Punjabi language mixing and the performance of ethno 
linguistic identities in Pakistani TV comedy (31 May 2013)

45.     World Environment Day” SDPI Mercury Project Report Launch (5th June 2013)

46.     SDPI Special Lecture on Turkish Spring Iranian (10th June 2013) 

47.     Reference to Pay Tribute to Mr. Muhammad Idrees Kamal (19th June 2013)

48.     The Launch of Alif Ailaan Pakistan District Education Rankings 2013 (20th June 2013)

49.     Federal Post Budget 2013-14: An Overview (21st June 2013)

50.     SDPI – SAP-PK Joint Seminar Addressing the Inequality Gap: A Dialogue on Land Rights   
(Seminar 24th June 2013) 

Speakers: 

?Ms. Gwen Kirk, Visiting Research Fellow, American Institute of Pakistan Studies 

Speakers: 

?Mr. Asif S. Khan, Director General, Pakistan Environment Protection Agency (Pak-EPA), 
Islamabad

?Dr. Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

?Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, SDPI Senior Advisor, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial

?Development and Ms Maryam Shabbir Abbasi

?Representative of Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) 

?Dr. Uzaira Rafique, Dept of Environmental Sciences,  Fatima Jinnah Women University

?Professor Khursheed, Principal, Dental Medical College

Speakers:

?Ambassador (Retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors, and Former 
UN

?Assistant Secretary General

?Mr. Raza Naeem, Social Scientist and Literary Critic, Lahore 

?Professor Dr. Lubna Abid Ali, School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam 
University, Islamabad 

?Mr. Hyder Tahir

Speakers: 

?Mr. Muhammad Baleegh-ur-Rehman, State Minister of State for Education

?Mr. Mosharraf Zaidi, AlifAilaan

?Dr. Asif Saeed Memon

?Ms. Baela Raza Jamil

?Dr. Faisal Bari

?Dr. Salman Humayun

Speakers: 

?Senator Saeed Ghani, Pakistan Peoples Party

?MNA Arifa Khalid, Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz

?MNA Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz

?MNA Arif Alvi, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute 

Speakers: 

?Mr. Karamat Ali, Executive Director, PILER

?Dr. Syed Akmal Hussain, Agri- Economist

?Dr. Faisal Bari, Associate Professor, Lahore University of Management Sciences
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?Dr. Pervez Tahir, Former Chief Economist, Planning Commission of Pakistan

?Mr. Mazhar Arif, Development Practitioner 

?Speakers:

?Mr. Khalid Masood, Head, Khyber Pukhtunkhwa Development Advisory Committee, 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 

?Ms. Irina Mosel, Research Officer, Humanitarian Policy Group, Overseas Development 
Institute(ODI), UK 

?Mr. Zubair Qureshi, Head, Urban Unit Peshawar, Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa

?Mr. Saeed Ullah Khan, Country Director, Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) 

Speakers: 

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI), Islamabad

?Dr. Javaeria Qureshi, Assistant Professor of Economics, University of Illinois, Chicago, USA

Speakers:

?Sardar Akhtar Mengal, Chief, Balochistan National Party (BNP) and Former Chief Minister, 
Balochistan

?Dr. Ayatullah Durrani, Former Federal Minister, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)

?Mr. Jan Achakzai, Spokesperson Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazlur Rehman (JUI-F) 

?Mr. I.A. Rehman, Secretary General, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)

?Lt. Gen (R) TalatMasood, Senior Political and Defence Analyst

?Mr. Ahmad Salim, Senior Advisor, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) 

?Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

?Dr. Humaira Ishfaq, Writer and Teacher of Literature 

Speakers: 

?Mr. Naseer Memon, Chief Executive, Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO)     

?Dr. Shehryar Toru, Governance Specialist and Research Fellow, SDPI

?Ms. NaghmaImdad, Deputy Team Leader- AAWAZ (TBC) 

?Mr. Fayyaz Yaseen, Research Associate, SDPI

Speakers: 

?Dr. Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute

?Ms. Safiya Aftab, Finance and Economic Expert

?Mr. Farrukh Pitafi, Analyst

?Mr.Tahir Dhindsa, Editor, Economic Policy Bulletin, SDPI

?Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute

Speakers: 

51.     Inclusive and Sustainable Urban Growth: Challenges for Peshawar? (26th June 2013)

52.     Investing in Female Education: Impact on Younger Sibling Human Capital (4th July 2013) 

53.     Peace in Balochistan & the Role of Federation (8th July 2013)

54.     Understanding the Dynamics of Access to Public Services: The Framework for Voice, Exit 
and Accountability (15th July 2013)

55.     Pakistan Federal Budget 2013-14 and Role of IMF (22nd July 2013)

56.     Press Conference AAWAZ Utha: Citizen's “Charter of Demand” for Local Governance (29th 
July 2013)
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?Mr. Naeem Mirza, Aurat Foundation (AF);

?Mr. Naseer Memon, Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO), 

?Mr. Sajid Mansoor Qaisrani, Sungi Development Foundation 

?Ms. Sadia Sharif, SDPI 

Speakers: 

?Mr. Daniyal Aziz, MNA PMLN, and Former Chairman, National Reconstruction Bureau

?Mr. Qamar Zaman Kaira, Former Federal Minister for Information, PPP (TBC)

?Dr. Farooq Sattar, Deputy Convener and Parliamentary Leader, MQM

?Mr. Asad Umar, Senior Vice President, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, PTI

?Ms. BushraGohar, Senior Vice President, ANP

?Mr. Ramesh Singh Arora, MPA, Punjab Provincial Assembly

?Ms. Maryam Bibi, KhowendoKor, Peshawar

?Ms. Tahira Abdullah, Human Rights Activist

?Ms. Rehna Hashmi, Sisters' Trust, Islamabad

?Ms. NaghmaImdad, Deputy Team Leader, AAWAZ

?Mr. NaseerMemon, Chief Executive, SPO

?Mr. Naeem Mirza, Chief Operating Officer, Aurat Foundation

?Mr. Sajid Mansoor Qaisrani, Executive Director, Sungi

?Mr. Irfan Mufti, Deputy Executive  Director, SAP-PK

?Ms. Feroza Zahra, National Programme Manager, AAWAZ, Aurat Foundation

?Dr. Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Speaker:

?Professor Dr. Adil Najam, Former, Vice Chancellor of Lahore University of 
ManagementSciences (LUMS)

Speakers:

?Mr. Syed Kamal Shah, Former Secretary Interior, Government of Pakistan

?Mr. Afzal Ali Shigri, former Inspector General of Police

?Mr. Ejaz Haider, Senior Security Analyst and Anchor Capital TV

?Dr. Moeed Pirzada, Renowned Anchor and Editor World Affairs, Waqt News

Speakers: 

?Mr. Qasim Shah 

?Ms. Anum A Khan 

?Ms. Nithiya (India)

?Mr. Sudhir (India)

?Mr. Mohammad Zeshan 

?Mr. Muhammad Hamza Abbas 

?Ms. Mariam Nawaz 

?Ms. Asma Butt

?Mr. Mohammad Adnan

?Mr. Rana Junaid

?

57.     Local Governments' Legislation and Citizens' Concerns (1st August 2013)

58.     How Will Pakistan Move to Sustainable Development: Policy? Activism? Action? (6th 
August 2013)

59.     Armed Man Episode in Islamabad: Lessons Learnt in Crisis Management and Ethical 
Media Practices (19th August 2013)

60.     Peri-Urbanization in India and Pakistan (29th August 2013)
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Speakers:

?Dr. Fatema Aziz, Member of Wolesi Jirga, Committee on National Economy, NGOs, Rural 
Development, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

?Mr. Hamidullah Farooqi, Senior Advisor and Honorary Member of the Afghan Chamber 
of Commerce, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

?Ms. Ghazaal Habibyar, Head of Planning and Policy Department, Ministry of Mines  and 
Petroleum, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

?Mr. Ramazan Jumazada, Member of Wolesi Jirga, Committee on National Economy, 
NGOs, Rural Development, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan

?Ms. Saima Khogyani, Member of Wolesi Jirga, Committee on Natural Resources and 
Environment, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

?Ms. Roya Rahmani, Director of Regional Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan

?Mr. Abdul Razique Samadi, Chief Executive Officer, Da Afghanistan Brishna Shirkat, 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

?Mr. Wahidullah Waissi, Director General for Economic Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

?N.N., Member of Wolesi Jirga, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

?  Eng. Tahir Basharat Cheema, Project Director/Rector, Water and Power Development 
Authority (WAPDA) International Technical University 

?Mr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Advisor/Head of Energy and Water Unit, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad

?H.E. Mr. Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Federal Minister for Petroleum & Natural Resources, 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources

?H.E. Ambassador Khalid Khattak, Ambassador (Ret) of Pakistan to Russia –Belarus and 
Consular  to Kazakhstan 

?Mr. Naveed Qamar, Member of Parliament, Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

?Mr. Hilal A. Raza, Director, SAARC Energy Center, Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

?Mr. Rahat Kamal Siddiqui, Sui Southern Gas Company, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

?Dr. Shaukat Hameed Khan, Vice-chancellor of Sir Syed-Centre for Advanced Studies in 
Engineering (CASE) Institute of Technology, Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

?Mr. Mobin Saulat, Managing Director of Inter-state Gas System, Islamabad, Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan

?Mr. Muhammad Danish, Chief Executive Officer, Petroleum Institute of Pakistan, Karachi, 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan?

?H.E. Ambassador Sapar Berdiniyazov, Ambassador/Counselor, Department of Asia and 
Pacific, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkmenistan

?Mr. Farkhod Bilolov, Deputy Chief, International Relations Department, Ministry of 
Energy and Industry of Republic of Tajikistan

?Mr. Dovletmammet Geldimammedov, Head of “Bagtiyarlyk” Department, State Agency 
for the Management of Hydrocarbon  Resources, Republic of Turkmenistan

?Mr. Gylychmammet Gylychmammedov, Head of Foreign Economic Relations, State 
Concern TurkmenGas, Republic of Turkmenistan

?Ms. Jyoti Arora, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Power, Republic of India

?Mr. Souvik Bhattacharjya, Associate Fellow, Centre for Global Agreements, Leg. & Trade. 
Th Energy and Resources Institute, Republic of India

?Mr. D.N. Raina, President, Entecsol International, Republic of India 

?Mr. Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo, Member of Parliament (LokSabha), Committee on 

61.     Afghanistan Reconnected: Linking Energy Suppliers to Consumers in Asia (4th September 
2013)
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Petroleum & Natural Gas, Defense Committee, Republic of India 

?Dr. Najam Abbas, Senior Fellow at the EastWest Institute, EWI Brussels Centre

?OzanAcar, Senior Economist, the Economic Research Foundation of Turkey, Republic of 
Turkey

?H.E. Ambassador Yousef Saif Al Ali, Ambassador of the UAE to Afghanistan 

?Mr. James W. Bowen, Momentum Development Cooperation, USA

?H.E. Ambassador MiroslavJenca, Special Representative to the UN Secretary-General and 
Head of the UN Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia (UNRCCA)

?Ms. Jeollyn Murphy, Director, Tetra Tech, and Advisor to the Regional Energy Security, 
Efficiency and Trade Program (RESET), USAID 

?Mr. Mark Pont, Special Advisor on Regional Affairs, United Nations Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan (UNAMA) 

?Mr. Mehmet Öğütçü, Special Envoy of the Secretary General, Energy Charter Secretariat, 
Brussels, Belgium

?Dr. Bettina Robotka, Professor of South Asian History, Institute of Business Management, 
Karachi, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

?Dr. S. Frederick Starr, Senior Research Professor and Chairman, Central Asia-Caucasus 
Institute, Johns Hopkins University, USA 

?Ms. Roseann Casey, Deputy Director, Office of Economic Growth and Infrastructure 
(OEGI), USAID Kabul, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

?Mr. Jean-Arnold Vinois, Special Adviser to Commissioner for Energy Günther Oettinger, 
European Commission

?Mrs. Sun Xia, Associate Professor at Institute of International Relations, Shanghai 
Academy of Social Sciences, People's Republic of China

?Mrs. Sarah Beran, Economic Counselor, U.S. Embassy, Islamabad, Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan

?Mr. Danila, Bochkarev, Senior Fellow at the EastWest Institute, EWI Brussels Centre 

?Mr. James Creighton, Chief Operations Officer, EWI New York 

?Ms. Anna Deister, Program Assistant, Parliamentarians Network for Conflict Prevention, 
EWI Brussels Center 

?H.E. Ambassador Dr. Beate Maeder-Metcalf, Vice-President and Director for Regional 
Security, EWI Brussels Center

?Mr. Ikram Sehgal, Member of the EWI Board of Directors, Karachi, Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan

?Mr. Mohammad Naeem Shinwari, Program Associate, Regional Security Program, EWI 
Brussels Center

?Mr. Michael Zumot, Program Associate, Regional Security Program, EWI Brussels Center

Speakers:

?Mr. Shahid Sattar, Member Energy, Planning Commission of Pakistan

?Dr. Rehana Siddiqui, Former Joint Director , PIDE

?Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed, Analyst 

?Mr. Tahir Dhindsa, Editor, Sustainable Economic Policy Bulletin, SDPI 

Speakers:

?Dr. Qamar Chaudhry, Eminent Climate Scientist and Deputy Director of CDKN's Asia 
programme

?Dr. Mohsin Iqbal, Head, Agriculture, Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC)

62.     Energy Governance in Pakistan (9th September 2013)

63.     Climate Change Repercussions for Pakistan: Perspectives from the Fifth IPCC Assessment 
Report” (7th October 2013)
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?Dr. Muhammad Hanif, Director, National Weather Forecast Centre  

?Mr. Kasif Salik, Research Associate, SDPI

ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE

126



A
n

n
e

xu
re

s

Policy Outreach Events

1. Climate Change and Environment

2. Corporate Social Responsibility 

3. Trade

4. Energy Governance

5. Gender

6. Economy

7. Governance 

8. Education

1. Regulating Global Mercury Uses and Releases Control- Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee Fifth Meeting (INC-5) - Issues and Concerns for Pakistan Monday, 7th Jan 2013 

2. Climate Change as National Security Threat (Monday, 21st Jan 2013) 
3. SDPI Report Launch/Consultation on Indus River Basin (Wednesday, 27th Feb 2013) 
4. “Plural Business Partnerships for Peace: Perspectives from Pakistan” (3-Dec-12)
5. Release of report and Webinar on Zero Mercury (4-Dec-12)

1. Anti-Corruption Strategy: A Civil Society Perspective (Wednesday, 20th Mar 2013) 
2. Launch of SANSAR-Pakistan (Tuesday, 10th Sep 2013)

1. India Pakistan Trade: Changing Trends and Emerging Scenarios (Thursday, 28th Mar 2013) 
2. Trade Liberalization between India and Pakistan (29-Nov-12)

1. Coal Water Slurry: An effective way to overcome Energy Crisis (Monday, 25th Feb 2013) 
2. Afghanistan Reconnected: Linking Energy Suppliers to Consumers in Asia (Monday, 2nd Sep 

2013) 
3. Launch of Policy Economic Bulletin "Energy Governance in Pakistan" (Monday, 23rd Sep 2013) 

1. Female Education in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Monday, 25th Mar 2013) 
2. Tax Break for Economic Freedom: The Case of Divorced Mothers, Divorced Disabled and Never 

Married Women in Pakistan (Monday, 27th May 2013) 
3. Returns on Investing in Female Education: Impact on Younger Sibling Human Capital (Thursday, 

4th Jul 2013) 
4. Locating Men in Women Rights Activism: Launch of Research Study on Masculinities 

1. Rural Communities, Modernity, and Space for an Economy of Values: A Global Perspective 
(special lecture) (Thursday, 24th Jan 2013) 

2. Regional Connectivity and Economic Growth in South Asia (Monday, 4th Mar 2013) 
3. “Mapping Strategies for livelihood, Basic Services and Social Services in Post Conflict Areas” 

(29-Nov-12)
4. “Plural Business Partnerships for Peace: Perspectives from Pakistan” (3-Dec-12)
5. World Competition Day: Adverse Impact of Cartels on the Poor (5-Dec-12)

1. Non-Traditional Security Threats: Global Governance System to Combat the Challenges 
(Monday, 18th Feb 2013) 

2. Development Priorities for New Government (Tuesday, 14th May 2013) 
3. Local Governments (Thursday, 1st Aug 2013) 

1. The Launch of Alif Ailaan Pakistan District Education Rankings 2013 Thursday, 20th Jun 2013 

Annexure II
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9. Health 

10. Peace & Conflict

11. Political Economy of Research

12. Migration 

13. Poverty Alleviation

14. Miscellaneous  

1. Understanding the Dynamics of Access to Public Services: The Framework for Voice, Exit and 
Accountability (Monday, 15th Jul 2013) 

1. Peace in Balochistan & the Role of Federation (Monday, 8th Jul 2013) 
2. How Will Pakistan Move to Sustainable Development: Policy? Activism? Action? (Tuesday, 6th 

Aug 2013) 
3. Sufi Message: Love, Peace and Harmony (12 November 2012)
4. “Changing Nature of War” (21-November-2012)
5. “Civil-military imbalance and its policy implications” (28-Nov-12)
6. Young Leaders for Peace' (30-Nov-12)
7. Pak-US Relations (18-Dec-12)
8. Local Leaders for Peace (28-Dec-12)
9. Roundtable on Pakistan Peace Network (22- Nov-2013)
10. National Peace Summit (23- Nov-2013)

1. Political Barometer: A Study of Socio-Political Preferences of People of Pakistan (Tuesday, 5th 
Mar 2013) 

2. Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Policies of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) (Wednesday, 3rd Apr 2013) 

3. Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of Awami 
National Party (ANP) (Monday, 8th Apr 2013) 

4. Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan A Discussion on Manifesto of 
Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) (Friday, 12th Apr 2013) 

5. Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan A Discussion on Pakistan Muslim 
League- Nawaz (PML-N) (Monday, 15th Apr 2013) 

6. Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan A Discussion on Manifesto of Pakistan 
Muslim League Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q) (Wednesday, 17th Apr 2013) 

7. Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan: A Discussion on Manifesto of Pakistan 
thPeople (Monday, 10  Apr 2013) 

8. Manifesto of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazalur Rehman (JUI-F) (Thursday, 18th Apr 2013) 
9. Relevance of Manifesto in Political Dynamics of Pakistan A Discussion on Balochistan National 

Party (BNP) and Pakistan Muslim League-Functional (PML-F) (Monday, 22nd Apr 2013) 
10. Manifesto of Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) (Tuesday, 23rd Apr 2013) 
11. Pre-Budget Seminar: Agenda for Stabilization & Economic Growth (Tuesday, 21st May 2013) 
12. Federal Post Budget 2013-14 An Overview (Friday, 21st Jun 2013) 
13. Pakistan Federal Budget 2013-14 and Role of IMF (Monday, 22nd Jul 2013) 

1. SDPI Special Lecture on Democracy: Socio- Political and Cultural Pre-conditions (Monday, 11th 
Feb 2013) 

1. Post-2015 Consultations on MDGs in Pakistan: Purpose and the Process (Wednesday, 23rd Jan 
2013) 

1. AAWAZ Baseline Studies Launch (Islamabad) (Wednesday, 30th Jan 2013) 
2. AAWAZ Baseline Studies Launch (Peshawar) (Friday, 1st Feb 2013) 
3. Prize winners - Prize Distribution Ceremony of SDPI Inter-Schools Essay Competition (Monday, 

4th Feb 2013) 
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4. AAWAZ Baseline Studies Launch (Lahore) (Wednesday, 6th Feb 2013) 
5. Awam Chahtae Hein (Thursday, 25th Apr 2013) 
6. Development Challenges Confronting Pakistan (Monday, 6th May 2013) 
7. Karachi Weds Lahore: Urdu-Punjabi language mixing and the performance of ethnolinguistic 

identities in Pakistani TV comedy (Friday, 31st May 2013) SDPI Special Lecture on Turkish 
Spring Iranian Winter (Monday, 10th Jun 2013) 

8. Reference to Pay Tribute to Muhammad Idrees Kamal (Wednesday, 19th Jun 2013) 
9. Inclusive and Sustainable Urban Growth: Challenges for Peshawar? (Wednesday, 26th Jun 

2013) 
10. Press Conference AAWAZ Utha: Citizen (Monday, 29th Jul 2013) 
11. Armed Man Episode in Islamabad: Lessons Learnt in Crisis Management and Ethical Media 

Practices (Monday, 19th Aug 2013) 
12. Rural to Urban Transition and Their Peri-Urban Interface: Identifying, Mapping, and 

Understanding Peri-Urban Area in India and Pakistan (Thursday, 29th Aug 2013) 
13. The Geo-Politics and Geo-Economic Situation in Central Asia and Relations with Pakistan 

(Monday, 9th Sep 2013) 
14. Missing Children: A Wakeup Call for Society? (8th November 2012)
15. A Historian's Tale of Sectarian Violence: Essence or Contingency?? (15th November 2012)
16 Realising the Right to Social Security: Towards New Solutions (19th November 2012)
17. Reference Memorial in Memory Of Sheikh Asad Rahman (6-Dec-12)
18. SDPI 15th Sustainable Development Conference (11-12-13 December)
19. Research Writing Training SANDEE (14-Dec-12)
20. Arab Spring Two Years On, and the Destruction of Gaza: Results, Prospects, and Consequences 

(24-Dec-12)
21. “landscaping policy relevant research in Pakistan: identifying the key actors” (31-Dec-12)
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Working Paper Series

W-126 IMF Stand-by Arrangement for Pakistan and its Inconclusive End – 
What Went Wrong?
Syed Nazre Haider
2012

W-127 India-Pakistan Trade: Qualitative Perceptions from Stakeholders
Afsheen Naz
2012

W-128 Analyzing Possible Role of USA in Pak-Baloch Conflict
Afshan Ahmed
2012

W-129 Future of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): Perspectives from 
Pakistan
Andrew Doolan and Vaqar Ahmed
2012

W-130 Human Resource Development and Foreign Remittances: The Case of 
South Asia
Hamid Mehmood, Muhammad Abdul Wahab and Vaqar Ahmed
2013

W-131 Managing Diversity in Pakistan: Going Beyond Federalism
Prof. Yunas Samad
2013

W-132 Boys Play Cricket, Girls Play House: Examining the Gender Binary in 
Pakistani Public Schools Textbooks
Sheena McDonald
2013

W-133 Social Accountability in Pakistan: Challenges, Gaps, Opportunities and 
the Way Forward
Fayyaz Yaseen
2013

W-134 Role of Women in Crop Production and Livestock Farming A Case Study of 
Six Villages of Jhelum district, Pakistan
Hina Kanwal and Syed Mohsin Ali Kazmi
2013

W-135 The Dynamics of Access: Implications of ‘Voice’, ‘Exit’ and Accountability 
in the Provision of Public Goods
Shehryar Khan, Fayyaz Yasin, Safyan Kakakhel and Mohammad Sohaib
2013

Annexure III
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W-136 Green Growth and Technological Innovation: A Case for South Asian 
Countries
Rabia Manzoor  and Shakeel Ahmad Ramay
2013

W-137 Promoting Regional Cooperation in South Asia through Integrated Forms 
of Governance
Adnan Talib Hakimjee
October 29, 2013

R-32 Equitable Education in Pakistan: Addressing Gender and Rural-Urban 
Gaps in Lower Secondary Education
Fayyaz Yaseen Bhaidal
2012

R-33 Study of Mercury Levels of Air in and Around Dental Clinics, Light 
Products Manufacturing Plants and Mercury-Chlor-Alkali Plant in Pakistan 
Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Maryam Shabbir Abbasi, Fareeha Mehmood, 
Sehrish Jahangir
2013

R-34 Anti-Corruption Strategy: A Civil Society Perspective
Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Fayyaz Yaseen, Safwan A.Khan, Nafeesa Hashmi, 
Samavia Batool, Muhammad Zeeshan, Muhammad Adnan, Abiha Haider
2013

R-35 Climate Change Adaptation: Improving Environment through Reduction 
in Wood Cutting and Remission in Greenhouse Gases with Introduction 
and Promotion of Energy Efficient Technologies – District Kohistan, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Zahoor Ullah Babar, Zia Ur Rehman Farooqi and Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja,
2013

M-23 IMF Stand-By Arrangement for Pakistan and its Inclusive End – What 
Went Wrong?
Dr. Syed Nazre Hyder
2013

PB-28 Withdrawal of Regulatory Duties: A Step Taken by the Government
Afsheen Naz
2012

PB-29 Monetary Policy Response to Rising Oil Prices
Muhammad Zeeshan and Vaqar Ahmed
2012

Research Report Series

Monograph Series

Policy Brief Series

ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE

131



A
n

n
e

xu
re

s

PB-30 US and EURO Zone Debt Crisis: A Perspective from Developing Countries
Syed Ul Asif and Vaqar Ahmed
2012

PB-31 Environmental Challenges and Constraints to Policy issues for 
Sustainable Industrial Development in Pakistan
Mahmood A. Khawaja
2012

PB-32 Poverty and Social Impact Analysis of Stipend Program for Secondary 
School Girls of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Vaqar Ahmed, Muhammad Zeeshan, Muhammad Tahir Ali
2013

PB-33 Poverty and Social Impact Analysis of Workers Welfare Fund 
Vaqar Ahmed, Muhammad Zeeshan, Muhammad Tahir Ali
2013

PB-34 High risk of mercury exposure to public health due to mercury amalgam 
use in dentistry in Pakistan 
Mahmood A. Khwaja, Maryam Shabbir Abbasi 
2013

PB-35 Population Dynamics in Pakistan: Past, Present and Future
Muhammad Asif Wazir
2013

B-55 Perception Survey on Reconciliation in Malakand Division
2012

B-57 Sanctuary in the City? Urban Displacement and Vulnerability in 
Peshawar, Pakistan
Irina Mosel and Ashley Jackson
2013

B-59 Alif Ailaan: District Education Consensus (Urdu & English
SDPI
2013 

B-60 Understanding the Dynamics of Conflict and Peacebuilding in Pakistan – 
A Perception Study
SDPI and Search for Common Ground
2013

SD-12 Redefining Paradigms of Sustainable Development in South Asia
2013

Books/Reports

SDC 
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Annual Report

SDPI 20th Anniversary Publications

Periodicals

AR-17 Annual Report 2012-2013

AP-04 Paidaar  Taraqi Conferences- at a Glance (urdu)
Edited by: Dr. Humaira Ishfaq
2012

AP-05 Environment, Trade and Governance for Sustainable Development(Urdu)
Compiled by Umm-e-Mariya Shah and Mahmood A. Khwaja
2012

AP-06 Smaji Shobah-Aur Paidaar Taraqi(Urdu)
Edited by: Dr. Humaira Ishfaq
2013 (Forthcoming)

J-1 Research & News Bulletin (Quarterly)
Published by EEB Unit
Oct-Nov, 2012
Jan-Mar, 2013
April – June, 2013
Jul-Sep, 2013

J-2 Dharti-Urdu (Quarterly)
Published by Urdu Unit
Oct-Dec, 2012
Jan – March, 2013
Apr-Jun, 2013
Jul-Sep, 2013

J-3 Paidaar Taraqi (Bi-Annually)
(SDPI Urdu Research Journal)
Published by Urdu Unit
July – December, 2012
Jan-June, 2013

J-4 Sustainable Policy Economic Bulletin (Monthly)
Published by Economic Growth Unit
Sep-Oct, 2012
Nov-Dec, 2012
January-June 2013
July-Aug, 2013
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SDPI Staff

Sr. No Name Designation

1 Abdul Rahman Shaheen Project Accounts Officer

2 Abdur Rub Consultant

3 Abid Qaiyum Suleri Executive Director 

4 Adil Rahman Office Helper

5 Afsheen Naz Research Associate

6 Aftab Rafi Maintenance Supervisor

7 Akseeb Jawed Project Associate

8 Ali Aamer Javed Associate Coordinator AS Resource Centre

9 Ali Noman Akhtar Library Assistant

10 Amber Tassawwur HRIS Assistant

11 Anam Anwar Khan Research Associate

12 Ansar Mahmood Janjua Manager Administration & Logistics

13 Anum Lodhi Reporter 

14 Arshad H Abbassi Advisor Water & Renewable Energy

15 Asad Raza Shah Assistant Training Manager

16 Asad Ullah IT Assisstant

17 Asghar Ali Shah Driver

18 Asif Abbas Driver

19 Asif Mehmood Training Associate

20 Asif Saeed Memon Associate Research Fellow

21 Asma BuTT Project Assistant

22 Ayesha Saeed Receptionist

23 Azhar Ali Driver

24 Babar Jamal Senior Researcher

25 Brig.M.Yasin Advisor CCB

26 Danish Bashir Photo Copier

27 Dilawar Nazir Masih Office Assistant

28 Douglas David Advisor HR & Administration

29 Dr. Abrar Ahmed Advisor Sustainable Agriculture

30 Dr. Huma Ibrahim Consultant

31 Dr. Shehryar Khan Associate Fellow

32 Dr. Vaqar Ahmad Deputy Executive Director

33 Faisal Pervaiz Admin Assistant

34 Fareeha Mehmood Research Assistant

35 Fayyaz Yaseen Research Associate

36 Ghulam Ahmad Art Editor/Designer

37 Ghulam Muhammad Minhas Administration Officer

38 Haider Abbass Project Assistant

39 Hamza Abbas Project Assistant

40 Hanzlah Bin Sana Consultant
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41 Hina Kanwal Programme Secretary

42 Humaira Ishfaq Urdu Editor

43 Humayun Farooq Human Resource Officer

44 Iftikhar Ahmed NLE Editor

45 Ijlal Ashraf Grants Officer

46 Imran Ali Project Assistant

47 Imran Ali Khan Consultant

48 Imrana Niazi SDC Associate Coordinator

49 Inderyas Masih Mate

50 Isam Din Security Guard

51 Jamal Shah Project Associate

52 Junaid Zahid Project Assistant

53 Khadija Nadeem M&E Officer

54 Kashif Majeed Salik Research Associate

55 Kashif Yaqub Mate

56 Madeeha Anwar HR Assocaite

57 Maha Kamal Project Assistant

58 Mahmood A Khwaja Senior Advisor SIDC

59 Mahreen Hussain Project Assistant

60 Manzoor Ahmed Web Developer

61 Masroor Ahmed M&E Officer

62 Maryam Shabbir Abbassi SDC Assistant Coorinator

63 Mehreen Bano Advocacy Assistant

64 Mehwish Akhtar HR Associate

65 Mehwish Munib M&E Officer

66 Mikail M Toru Project Assistant

67 Moazzam Sharif Bhatti Advisor Advocacy and Policy Outreach

68 Mohammad Arsalan Project Assistant

69 Mohammad Hussain Driver

70 Mome Saleem Research Coordinator

71 Muhammad Abdul Rahman Project Assistant

72 Muhammad Adnan Research Analyst

73 Muhammad Adnan Driver

74 Muhammad Haris Account Officer

75 Muhammad Ibrahim Camera Man

76 Muhammad Khurshid Driver

77 Muhammad Maqsood Data Analyst

78 Muhammad Naveed Web Developer

79 Muhammad Riaz Driver

80 Muhammad Saeed Driver

81 Muhammad Saleem Khilji English Editor

82 Muhammad Salim Khwaja Senior Advisor Education & Religious Diversity

83 Muhammad Shaban Manager Finance

84 Muhammad Shoaib Associate Coordinator Policy Outreach

85 Muhammad Sohaib Project Assistant

86 Muhammad Zeeshan Research Analyst

87 Mumtaz Hussain Security Guard

88 Nafeesa Hashmi Research Analyst
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89 Nazia Ehsan Abbassi Receptionist

90 Nisar Ahmed Admin Assistant

91 Nusrat Niaz Thakar M&E Officer

92 Perviaz Akhtar Security Guard

93 Rabia Manzoor Research Assistant

94 Raja Taimur Hasan Correspondent/Producer

95 Rehan Ahmed Archive Officer

96 Saad Shabbir Intern

97 Sadaf Liaquat Project Assistant

98 Sadaf Nawaz Intern

99 Sadia Ishfaq Research Associate

100 Sadia Sharif Advocacy Officer

101 Sadia Yousafi Executive Support Officer

102 Saeed Ur Rasheed Web Developer

103 Safwan Aziz Khan Project Assistant

104 Safyan Kakakhel Research Assistant

105 Saira Kanwal Senior Manager Finance & Grants Manager

106 Salas Masih Mate

107 Samavia Batool Project Assistant

108 Samia Tariq Intern

109 Seemi Bano Project Associate

110 Sehrish Ahmad Awan Finance Assistant (Trainee)

111 Shabih Ul Haider IT Assisstant

112 Shah Muhammad Officer Web Support & Project Automation

113 Shahid Minhas Manager Training

114 Shahid Rasool Library Associate

115 Shahzad Anjum Web Developer (MYSQL,PHP)

116 Shakeel Ahmad Ramay Head Coordination & Quality Assurance 

117 Sarwat Javed Library Associate

118 Sohail Shahzad Cameraman

119 Sundas Zahra Project Officer

120 Syed Adnan Hassan Associate Coordinator NK MIS IT Unit

121 Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi Consultant

122 Syed Farhan Ahmed SEO Assistant

123 Syed Mohsin Ali Kazmi Associate Coordinator M&E

124 Syed Qasim Ali Shah Associate Research Fellow

125 Tahir Dhindsa Head Web-Tv

126 Tassawur Hussian Office Helper

127 Umair Mehmood Network Support Engineer

128 Umm-e-Mariya Shah Manager Web Applications

129 Uzma Tariq Haroon Senior SDC Coordinator

130 Vajeeh ud Din Saadi Advocacy Assistant

131 Waheed Ul Zafar Zahdi Project Assistant

132 Wahid Ali Gardener

133 Wajeeha Javaid Intern

134 Yasir Hassan Finance Officer

135 Zalla Khattak Technical Specialist

136 Zia Ullah Security Guard
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SDPI Partner Organizations 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

REGIONAL (SOUTH ASIA)

1. Association for Humanitarian Development (AHD), Hyderabad 
2. Aurat Foundation (AF), Islamabad
3. Badin Development and Research Organization (BDRO), Badin 
4. COMSTECH, Islamabad
5. Council of Social Sciences Pakistan (COSS), Islamabad
6. Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC), Islamabad
7. International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Islamabad
8. Journalists for Democracy and Human Rights (JDHR), Islamabad
9. National Integrated Development Association (NIDA), Peshawar 
10. Sahara Welfare Foundation (SWF), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
11. Social Policy and Development Centre (SPDC), Karachi
12. Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO), Islamabad 
13. Sungi Development Foundation, Abbottabad
14. Sustainable Agriculture Action Group (SAAG), Islamabad
15. Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF), Islamabad
16. The Chemical Society of Pakistan (CSP), Islamabad 

1. Centre for Afghan Civil Society Support (CACSS), Kabul

1. Affiliated Network for Social Accountability-South Asian Region (ANSA-SAR), Dhaka
2. Bangladesh Center for Advanced Studies (BCAS)- Dhaka
3. Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (BELA), Dhaka 
4. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka
5. Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA), Dhaka
6. Institute of Governance Studies (IGS), Dhaka
7. Institute of Water Modeling (IWM), Dhaka
8. Unnayan Onneshan, Dhaka

1. Centre for Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA), Delhi
2. Centre for Policy Research (CPR), Delhi
3. Centre for Study of Science Technology and Policy (CSTEP), Bangalore
4. Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi
5. Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities (CAI-Asia), New Delhi
6. Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS), Jaipur
7. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), Dhaka
8. Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER),  New Delhi
9. Indian Institute of Dalit Studies (IIDS), Delhi
10. Institute of Economic Growth (IEG), Delhi
11. Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA), Gujrat
12. National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), Delhi
13. Observer Research Foundation (ORF), India
14. Prakruthi, Bangalore
15. Public Affair Centre (PAC), Bangalore
16. Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi

Afghanistan

Bangladesh

India

Annexure V
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17. South Asia Women Network (SWAN), Goa
18. South Asian Consortium for International Waters (SACIWATERS), Hyderabad
19. The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), New Delhi

1. Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Kathmandu
2. Environmental Camps for Conservation Awareness (ECCA), Kathmandu
3. Institute for Social and Environment Transition (ISET), Kathmandu
4. International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu 
5. National Centre of Competence in Research (NCCR), Kathmandu
6. South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS), Kathmandu 
7. South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE), 

Kathmandu 

1. SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI), Islamabad
2. SAARC Human Resource Development Center (SHRDC), Islamabad
3. South Asia Partnership Pakistan (SAP-PK), Lahore 

1. Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA), Colombo
2. Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Colombo
3. Regional Center for Strategic Studies (RCSS), Colombo

1. Affiliated Network for Social Accountability (ANSA), Africa

1. Zero Mercury Working Group (ZMWG), Belgium

1. European Environment Bureau (EEB), Brussels
2. NGO Ship-breaking Platform (NSP), Brussels

1. Fisher Folk, Canada
2. International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada
3. International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN),Canada
4. Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), Canada

1. African Technology Policy Studies Network, (ATPS), East Africa
2. Ethiopian Development Research Institute (EDRI), East Africa
3. Makerere Institute of Social Research (MISR), East Africa
4. Research on Poverty Alleviation (REPOA), East Africa
5. The Advocates Coalition for Development and Environment (ACODE), East Africa
6. The Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF), East Africa
7. The Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC), East Africa
8. The Ethiopian Economic Policy Research Institute (EEPRI), East Africa
9. The Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA-Kenya), East Africa
10. The Institute of Policy Analysis and Research (IPAR), East Africa
11. The Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA), East Africa

Nepal

Pakistan

Sri Lanka

Africa

Belgium

Brussels

Canada

East Africa

INTERNATIONAL  
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Germany

Japan

Latin America

Sweden

Switzerland

United Kingdom

1. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Germany
2. German Institute for Sustainable Development (GIE), Germany
3. Social Science Research Center (WZB), Germany
4. Deutsche Institutfür Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), Germany

12. Asia Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED), Japan
13. Asia Pacific Network (APN), Japan 
14. Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan 
15. Asian Productivity Organization (APO), Japan 

1. Instituto de EstudiosPeruanos (IEP), Latin America
2. Instituto Desarrollo (ID), Latin America
3. Grupo de Análisis Para El Desarrollo (GRADE), Latin America
4. Fundación ARU, Latin America
5. Institute for Advanced Development Studies (INESAD), Latin America
6. Fundación Dr Guillermo Manuel Ungo (FUNDAUNGO), Latin America
7. Fundación Salvadoreñapara El Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADES), Latin 

America
8. Fundaciónpara el Avance de lasReformas y lasOportunidades (Grupo Faro), Latin 

America
9. Foro Social de DeudaExterna y Desarrollo de Honduras (FOSDEH), Latin America
10. Centro de Análisis y Difusión de la Economía Paraguaya (CADEP), Latin America
11. Centro Ecuatoriano de Derecho Ambiental (CEDA), Latin America
12. International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Colombo
13. Asociación de Investigación y Estudios Sociales (ASIES), Latin America

Pakistan
16. Oxfam Novib, Pakistan
17. World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Pakistan
18. World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Pakistan, Islamabad
19. Friedrich Eibert Stiftung (FES), Pakistan
20. Heinrich Boll Stiftung (HBS), Pakistan
21. Human Resource Development Network (HRDN), Pakistan
22. Search For Common Ground (SFCG), Pakistan
23. The Asia Foundation (TAF), Pakistan
24. The World Bank, Pakistan
25. ActionAid, Pakistan

1. International Society of Doctors for Environment (ISDE), Switzerland
2. Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), Sweden
3. Swedish Standards Institute (SIS), Sweden

14. Agroscope Reckenholz Tanikon (ART), Switzerland
15. Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD), Switzerland
16. National Center for Competence in Research North-South (NCCR N-S), Switzerland 
17. Strategic Approach to International Chemical Management (SAICM), Switzerland
18. Switzerland National Science Foundation (SNSD), Switzerland 
19. World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Switzerland

1. Development Alternatives Incorporated (DAI), United Kingdom
2. Institute of Development Studies (IDS), United Kingdom
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3. International Alert, United Kingdom
4. Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), United Kingdom
5. Oxfam GB, United Kingdom
6. Oxfam International, United Kingdom
7. Practical Action Consulting (PAC), United Kingdom
8. The Commonwealth Secretariat, United Kingdom

1. Blacksmith Institute (BSI), United States
2. East West Center (EWC), United State of America
3. Global Alliance for Incineration Alternatives (GAIA), United State of America
4. Health Care Without Harm (HCWH), United State of America
5. Institute of Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), United State of America
6. International Food Policy Research Institute, United State of America 
7. Pacific Basin Consortium for Environment and Health Sciences (PBC), United States
8. The PIC Group, United States
9. The Stimson Centre, United State of America

1. Centre d'Études, de Documentation et de Recherches Économiques et Sociales 
(CEDRES), West Africa

2. Consortium for Social and Economic Research (CRES), West Africa
3. Initiative Prospective Agricoleetrurale (IPAR), West Africa
4. Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA-Ghana), West Africa
5. The African Institute for Applied Economics (AIAE), West Africa
6. The Center for the Study of the Economies of Africa (CSEA), West Africa
7. The Centre for Population and Environmental Development (CPED), West Africa
8. The Institute for Empirical Research in Political Economy (IERPE), West Africa
9. The Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER), West Africa
10. The Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research (NISER), West Africa

1. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Pakistan
2. UNEP National Committee of Republic of Korea (UNEP NATCOM ROK), Korea
3. United Nation Development Programme (UNDP), Pakistan
4. United Nation Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (UN-

REDD) Programme, Switzerland
5. United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
6. United Nations Economic & Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP), 

Singapore
7. United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, (UNESCAP), 

Thailand
8. United Nations Environment Program Asia Pacific (UNEP- ROAP), Bangkok
9. United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), Korea
10. United Nations World Food Program (WFP)
11. United States Institute for Peace (USIP), United States

1. COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), Pakistan
2. Government College University (GCU), Pakistan
3. Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Pakistan
4. Kathmandu University (KU), Nepal
5. Louisiana State University (LSU), United States
6. National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST), Pakistan
7. Pir Mehr Ali ShahArid Agriculture University, Pakistan

United States of America

West Africa

United Nations, Agencies 

UNIVERSITIES
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8. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology (SZABIST) University, 
Pakistan

9. University of Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF), Pakistan
10. University of Bradford, United Kingdom
11. University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Peshawar, Pakistan
12. University of Peshawar (UPESH), Pakistan
13. University of Zurich (UZH), Switzerland

1. Government of Khyber Pukhtunkhwa
2. Human Right Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), Lahore
3. Ministry of Climate Change (MOCC), Islamabad
4. Ministry of Commerce (MOC), Islamabad
5. Ministry of National Food Security and Research (MNFSR), Islamabad
6. Ministry of Petroleum and National Resources (MPNR), Islamabad
7. Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST), Islamabad 
8. Ministry of Water and Power (MoWP), Islamabad
9. National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), Islamabad
10. National Energy Conservation Centre (ENERCON), Islamabad
11. Pakistan Council for Renewable Energy Technologies (PCRET), Islamabad
12. Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC), Islamabad
13. Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (PAK EPA), Islamabad
14. Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), Karachi
15. Planning Commission of Pakistan (PCP), Islamabad

1. Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
2. Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA)
3. Department for International Development (DFID)
4.  Overseas Development Institute (ODI), United Kingdom

1. American Society Institute of Civil Engineers (ASCE), United States
2. Bahauddin Zakaryia University (BZU), Pakistan
3. Catholic Committee for Development (CCFD), France
4. Citizens' Peace Committee (CPC), Pakistan
5. Climate Service Centre (CSC), Germany
6. Climate Service Partnership (CSP), Germany
7. Coalition of Rawalpindi-Islamabad NGOs (CORIN), Pakistan
8. CPB Netherlands Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis, Netherlands
9. Deccan Development Society (DDS), India
10. Department of International Environment and Development (NORAGRIC), Norway 
11. Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), United Kingdom
12. Embassy of France, Pakistan
13. Energy Efficient Brick Production (EEBP), Switzerland 
14. Forman Christian College University (FCCU), Pakistan
15. Green Circle Organization (GCO), Pakistan
16. Human Development Foundation (HDF), Pakistan
 17. Imagine New South Asia (INSA), India  
18. IMT Institute of Advanced Studies, Lucca, Italy  
19. Indus Development Foundation (IDF), Pakistan
20. International Centre for Religion & Diplomacy (ICRD), United States
21. International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movement (FIMARC), Belgium  
22. International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), United Kingdom  
23. International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), Canada

MINISTRIES/ GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 

BILATERAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES 

FORMER SDPI PARTNERS
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24. International Islamic University (IIU), Pakistan
25. International Labor Organization (ILO), Pakistan 
26. International Rain Harvesting Alliance (IRHA), Switzerland
27. InWEnt (Capacity Building International), Germany
28. Joint Action Committee (JAC), United States
29. Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan
30. Lead Pakistan
31. Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock (MINFAL), Pakistan
32. Ministry of Information Technology and Telecommunications (MOIT), Pakistan
33. Ministry of Minority Affairs (MoMA), Pakistan
34. National Rural Support Program (NRSP), Pakistan
35. National University of Ireland (NUI), Ireland
 36. Natural Environment Research Council (NERC), United Kingdom  
37. Network for Consumer Protection (NCP), Pakistan
38. Pakistan Agriculture Research Council (PARC), Pakistan
39. Pakistan Bio-resource Research Centre (PBRC), Pakistan
40. Pakistan Council for Renewable Energy Technologies (PCRET), Pakistan
41. Pakistan Institute for Trade and Development (PITAD), Pakistan
42. Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Pakistan
43. Pakistan Network of Rivers, Dams and People (PNRDP), Pakistan
44. Pakistan NGO Forum (PNF), Pakistan
45. Pakistan Planning & Management Institute (PPMI), Pakistan
46. Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Pakistan
47. Pattan Development Organization (PDO), Pakistan
48. PLAN International, United Kingdom
49. Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs, United Kingdom
50. Punjab Forestry Research Institute (PFRI), Pakistan
51. Purdue University (PU), United States
52. RAND Frederick S. Pardee Institute for Long Range-Range Future, United States
53. Regional and International Networking Group (RING),United Kingdom  
54. Royal Norwegian Embassy (RNE), Pakistan
55. Rural Economy Research Centre (RERC), Ireland
56. Rural Support Program Network (RSPN), Pakistan
57. Safe Drinking Water Group (SDWG), Pakistan  
58. Save the Children,United Kingdom
59. Shirkat Gah, Karachi
60. Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO), Pakistan
61. Society for International Development (SID), Italy  
62. Strengthening Democracy through Parliamentary Development (SDPD), Pakistan
63. Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), Switzerland 
64. Terra Global Capital, United State
65. The Royal Society,United Kingdom  
66. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Pakistan
67. United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), Pakistan
68. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Pakistan
69. University College of Agriculture, Azad Jammu & Kashmir 
70. University of Hamburg, Germany 
71. University of Laval (UL), Canada
72. University of Sargodha (UOS), Sargodha
73. University of Mannheim (UMA), Germany
74. UNWomen, Pakistan
75. Women Action Forum (WAF), Pakistan
76. Woodrow Wilson International Centre for Scholars, United States
77. World Commission on Dams (WCD), South Africa
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